ay. October 15 
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Syria may attack — Israeli general 

TELAW (AP) — Syria might attack Israel if it con- 
dudes there is no peaceful way 10 regain the Golan 
Height, a top Israeli intelligence official reportedly 
rold Iawntakeis Tuesday. Brigadier General Amos 
Gdad, head ot research at military intelligence, told 
the Knesset foreign affairs and defence committee 
mat the Syrians are talking about a military option, 
are preparing for it, and it will be implemented in 
accordance with developments," Israel's Channel 2 
TV said* "If we reach a dead end in the diplomatic 
process (Syrian President Hafez Ah Assad's conclu- 
sion will be to use a military move while exploiting 
the element of surprise for a diplomatic gain.” he was 
quoted as saying.Syria alarmed Israel last month bv 
moving troops in Lebanon and increasing its military 
presence near the Golan. 



An independent Arab political daily pubfishecfby the-Jofdan Press Foundation 

ijjjjVl « tj ij»> Al l jt ^3>|,WffU j w<a*i jiiwluit yuli 


King meets Algerian notable 

AMMAN i Pc Ira i — HU Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday 
received ilie \ Uiiine leader of the Algerian Islamic Society 
Movement lAISM i. Sheikh Mahlouz Nihn.ih, and discussed 
with him issues oj common concern 10 the Islamic Nation. 
Sheikh Nihnah lauded Jordan's democratic achievements, 
saying that political pluralism and respect lor humaji rights 
in the Kingdom had set an example for other Arab countries. 
The audience was attended by Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Royal Court Chief Awn Klusauneh. In a state- 
ment to Petra. Sheikh Nihnah jKo paid tribute to Jordan’s 
democratic experience and called for fostering and support- 
ing democratic experiences in .Arab countries. He lauded 
the Jordanian Islamic movement, describing ii as moderate 
and committed tu the principles of national unity. He said 
his visit to Jordan was aimed ai enhancing liesiions between 
die eastern and western Hanks of the Arab World. 
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King Hussein pays landmark visit to Jericho in 
emphatic expression of support for Palestinians 

HM reiterates pledge to do everything possible to help Palestinians succeed in their struggle for their rights 

Jordanian-Palestinian cause is one and Jordanian-Palestinian unity is sacred’ 


By Ayraan Ai Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

JERICHO — In what was 
described as an emphatic 
expression of support for 
the Palestinians and efforts 
to salvage the troubled 
peace process. His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday paid 
a short visit to che Palestin- 
ian city of Jericho, becom- 
ing the first Arab head of 
state to visit the self-rule 
areas. 

The apparent happiness of 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and the hun- 

dreds of people who 
cheered the King upon 
arrival in this sleepy city in 
the Jordan Valiev reflected 
the significance of the visit 
for the Palestinian people 
and leadership ( who 
expressed appreciation for 
che King’s support for them 
in their stalemated talks 
with the Israelis. 

"We will sacrifice our 
blood and spirit for you 
King Hussein." chanted 
Palestinians who stood on 
the streets and rooftops to 
greet the King. 

The King. , who flew die 
helicopter which took him 
and Mr. Arafat to Jericho, 
told Mr. Arafat and the 
Palestinian people during a 
joint press conference that ” 
we will be with you to the 
best of our ability under all 
conditions and in the face 
of all challenges.” 

“Our cause is one.” he 
said. The unity of the Pales- 
tinian and Jordanian people 
is “sacred.” he said. 

Talking to journalists, 
who crowded the hall in 
which the press conference 
was held at the Presidency 
Building, the King said he 
will do all he can to help the 
Palestinians regain their 
rights and the peace process 
overcome the obstacles it is 


Kabariti visits Cairo today 
with message for Mubarak 

PRIME MINISTER Abdul Karim Kabariti will visit 
Cairo today (Wednesday) to deliver a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, the Jordan News Agency. Petra, said. 

The message is believed to be deal with the latest devel- 
opments in the peace process and the outcome of the 
King's efforts to remove the hurdles in the Israeli-Pates- 
tinian negotiations. 

Mr. Kabariti on Tuesday briefed the Cabinet of the 
King's visit to Jericho earlier in the day and the talks he 
held with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and U.S. Mid- 
dle East coordinator Dennis Ross. 

(The Qatari News Agency quoted Israeli Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai as saying that he had sent his 
senior aide David Afri to Jordan last week to discuss sev- 
eral security and military issues of common concern. The 
report could not be confirmed independently.). 

Reports said meanwhile Mr. Arafat was also scheduled 
to visit Cairo today to brief Mr. Mubarak on the latest 
developments in the peace process. 


facing. 

“I am happy to have this 
chance to be with you on 
the Palestinian land and I 
greet the Palestinian people 
whom you lead with hon- 
esty, dedication and 
courage in these conditions 
and m all times.” the King 
told Mr. Arafat. 

"I am happy to be with 
you Mr. President today on 
the land of the Palestinian 
state of which we see the 
promise of establishment 
as an independent state on 
the Palestinian soil.” said 
the King, who was accom- 
panied on the visit by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh. 

"We can never forget 
what His Majesty is doing 
to help the Palestinian peo- 
ple and we can never for- 

get the blessed efforts His 
Majesty is making to sup- 
port the peace process,” 
said Mr. . Arafat. 

"On behalf of the Pales- 


tinian people, the twin 
(brother of the Jordanian 
people.), thank you Your 
Majesty from the depth of 
our hearts... welcome in 
Jericho." said the Palestin- 
ian leader. 

Mr. Khasawneh said the 
visir to Jericho aimed at 
showing Jordan's support 
for the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) as it faces 
difficult times and to show 
“our support for the peace 
process" and efforts to 
achieve comprehensive and 
just peace in the Middle 
East. He said the visit also 
reflected the special and 
important ties between the 
Jordanian and the Palestin- 
ian people. 

The surprise visit to Jeri- 
cho, the King’s first visit to 
the West Bank since Israel 
occupied the territory in 
1967. was announced late 
Monday after Amman wit- 
nessed a flurry of political 
activities, with King Hus- 
sein holding talks with Mr. 


U.S., Israel reject Arafat’s call 
for American troops in Hebron 

Resumption of talks delayed by one day again 


JERICHO (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat called Tuesday for 
the deployment of an 
international peacekeeping 
force with U.S. participa- 
tion in Hebron to ease 
Israeli security concerns 
. over redeployment from the 
volatile West Bank city. 

But the United States and 
Israel rejected the sugges- 
tion. 

“That issue has been 
raised in the past and is not 
under consideration,” said 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry. in New 
Mexico with President Bill 
Clinton. 

Earlier Tuesday U.S. 
Defence Secretary Wiliam 
Perry said the matter was 
“not under active consider- 
ation.” 

Israel said Mr. Aratat s 
proposal was an attempt to 
“create a mini-crisis” and 
force last-minute conces- 
sions from Israel as inten- 
sive negotiations on 
Hebron continue. 

Speaking at a joint news 
conference in Jericho with 
.■N King Hussein. Mr. Arafat 
* said he told the Israelis: "If 
you don’t trust your sol- 
diers and our soldiers, why 
not call upon the 
international presence with 
the participation of the 


American army?” * 

Mr. Arafat referred to the 
use of U.S. soldiers who 
patrolled the Sinai Peninsu- 
la as part of the 1979 
Egypt-Israeli peace accord 
and proposals for a similar 
force in the Golan Heights, 
adding: “Why not in 

Hebron?” "The Israeli side 
has repeatedly been asking 
for security, security, secu- 
rity.” he said. This force 
“would close constant 

claims over security." 

But a spokesman for 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Beoyamin Netanyahu ruled 
out the dispatch of an 
armed international force to 
Hebron as a substitute for 
guarantees being demanded 
by Israel to improve securi- 
ty for 400 Jewish settlers 
living among 120,000 

Palestinians in the city. • 

"To suggest the possibili- 
ty of bringing in a foreign 
army is to make a mockery 
of the peace agreements 
and is a non-starter,” said 
David Bar-Dan. Mr. 
Netanyahu's policy advisor. 

“This is a tactic that we 
have become familiar with 
— as negotiations with the 
Palestinians progress and a 
successful conclusion is 
imminent, they always find 
ways of creating a mini-cri- 
sis so Israel will be force to 


make more concessions at 
the last minute,” he said. 

Earlier Tuesday, the two 
sides decided to postpone 
by a day the resumption of 
formal talks on Hebron 
after U.S. mediator Dennis 
Ross said informal contacts 
were more productive. 

Tbe negotiations have 
reached a sensitive stage, 
and Israeli officials have 
said agreement could be 
reached within days. 

However, it was not clear 
Tuesday whether Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
would meet soon to wrap 
up a deal. Bar-llan said the 
two leaders would only 
meet once the time was ripe 
to approve an accord, not to 
negotiate the deal them- 
selves. 

Israeli newspapers 
reported that the settlers 
who live in Hebron amid 
94,000 Palestinians were 
trying to solidify their hold 
in the city before a troop 
pullback. 

The settlers fear that their 
six enclaves will not be 
able to expand if the Pales- 
tinians receive control over 
civilian affairs in Hebron, 
including the authority to 
issue building permits. 

(Continued on page 7} 


Arafat and talking with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross on the phone. Mr. 
Ross later flew to Amman 
and met with the King and 
Mr. Arafat. 

There were reports that 
Mr. Netanyahu was going 
to join the King and Mr. 
Arafat in a three-way sum- 
mit yesterday, but the King 
said that the summit was 
not on the cards but it was 
“not practical.” 

Commenting on a report 
that a four-way summit 
grouping the King, Mr. 
Arafat. Mr. Netanyahu and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Amman once 
the conflict over Hebron 
was resolved. Mr. Kha- 
sawneh said that it was nat- 
ural a meeting would take 
place to put the peace 
process back on track once 
the issue of Hebron and 
Palestinian women prison- 
ers were resolved. 

But he said there is no 
agreement on the summit or 
its venue yet and the meet- 
ing is still just an idea for 
discussion. 

"We hope that what is 
happening now (in terms of 
difficulties facing the peace 
process) is the exception to 
the rule.” Mr. Khasawneh 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

In Jericho, the King, who 
said he was overwhelmed 
by the warm welcome he 
was accorded, stressed that 
he will continue to do all he 
can to help realise the goal 
of comprehensive and just 
peace in ihe region. 

Apart from a confirma- 
tion by Mr. Arafat that he 
proposed to the Israelis that 
U.S. soldiers patrol the city 
of Hebron to meet Israeli 
demands for ensuring the 
security of about 400 set- 
tlers who live in the citv. 



Bis Majesty King Hussein with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Jericho on Tuesday (Photo 
by Yousef Allan) 


nothing new was 
announced in the press con- 
ference. 

Mr. Netanyahu was quot- 
ed as saying that the pro- 
posal is a Don-starter and 
the U.S. said the idea was 
not “under active consider- 
ation.” 

Mr. Arafat insisted that 
no breakthroughs were 
achieved in the talks the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
started after the Washington 
summit Oct. 1/2. 

'■Unfortunately, the same 
position and demands are 
repeated every day. We are 
not asking for the impossi- 
ble. We are asking (for the 
implementation) of what 
has been agreed on... we 
want it to be implemented 
on the ground." said Mr. 
Arafat. 

King Hussein reiterated 
that the only way to over- 
come the crisis facing the 


peace talks was to imple- 
ment all the agreements that 
had been reached between 
the Palestinians and the 
Israelis. 

The King said that his 
warnings to the Israeli 
prime minister during the 
Washington summit that his 
policies were pushing the 
region towards the brink of 
an abyss stemmed from his 
concern for the peace 
process and the well-being 
of the people of the area, 
including the Israelis. 

“When we felt that there 
was a delay in implement- 
ing agreements and the situ- 
ation exploded, it was 
inevitable that we point to 
tiie danger and address all 
in this area, especially the 
Israelis," the King told the 
press conference. 

The King said he will 
pursue all possible means 
and do all “that is possible 


to salvage the peace process 
which...has enemies here 
and 

there who represent the 
minority in terms of the will 
of all” to achieve just 
peace for the benefir of 
future generations. 

"We urge everybody to do 
the impossible so that the 
enemies of peace, who put 
obstacles in the face of the 
peace process and exploded 
the situation, do not win 
and deny us the peace 
which we want for the 
Palestinian people. Jordan, 
the .Arabs and the Israelis." 
said the King. 

The King, whose criti- 
cism of Israel caused a cri- 
sis in Jordanian- Israeli rela- 
tions. said that Jordan had 
wanted its ties with Israel 
to be part of a series of 
steps aimed at achieving 
comprehensive and just 
peace and hence are his 


warnings that the peace 
process should not he 
allowed to fail. 

Mr. Khasawneh said that 
the relations with Israel, 
which took a legal form 
through the peace treaty, 
cannot be isolated from the 
goal of comprehensive 
peace in the area. 

“We have an interest in 
the achievement of compre- 
hensive peace.” he said. 

The King said his criti- 
cism were dictated by 
“logic’ after the peace 
process was put in jeopardy 
and were not a matter of 
pressure on Israel. 

But the King said that 
Jordan had made its posi- 
tion clear and was still 
awaiting the “pleasant” sur- 
prise which Mr. Netanyahu 
promised him at the Wash- 
ington summit. 

“We haven’t seen that sur- 
prise yet,” said the King, 
who urged the implementa- 
tion of all agreements 
reached between the Pales- 
tinians and the Israelis for 
the sake of pushing the 
peace process forward. 

During their talks, the 
King and Mr. Arafat 
stressed the need for 
achieving progress on the 
Palestinian track and com- 
mitment to the agreements 
that have been made. 

Mr. Arafat echoed the 
King in stressing that peace 
must be comprehensive and 
reached on the Syrian and 
Lebanese fronts. 

The King said all chan- . 
nels remain open and his 
contacts will continue with 
all concerned to ensure the 
peace process is put back 
on track and that the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli talks, which 
are taking place with 
close American involve- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Chirac to address 
Palestinian council 


Saddam-backed Barzani forces 
beef up Erbil against Talabani 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
French President Jacques 
Chirac will become the first 
world leader to address the 
Palestinian legislative council 
during his visit here next week, 
a Palestinian official said. 

Ahmad Abdul Rahman, the 
cabinet secretary of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, said 
Mr. Chirac would make a 
speech to the 88-member 
assembly at its headquarters in 
the West Bank self-rule area 
of Ramallah. 

The French president would 
become the first foreign head 
of state to address the council, 
considered by Palestinians a 
major symbol in their quest 

for an independent state.a 

The council, outlined in ihe 
1995 interim self-rule accords 
with Israel, was formed alter 
historic Palestinian elections 
lost January. 


Israel rejects French role as 
mediator, page 12 


Mr. Chirac’s visit to the 
Palestiniun territories “is a 
strong message of support for 
the peace process and the 
Palestinian side, coming dur- 
ing crisis in negotiations over 
Israeli intransigence.” Abdul 
Rahman said. 

Mr. Chime is to arrive Mon- 
day in West Jerusalem where 
he will meet Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, then pass through 


Bethlehem en route to Ramal- 
lah the following Wednesday, 
where he will meet Mr. Arafar. 

The two leaders will then 
travel to the heartland of Pales- 
tinian self-rule, the Gaza 
Strip. 

The visit is part of a Middle 
East tour by Mr. Chirac from 
October 19 to 25. 

Mr. Chirac inaugurate a 
street in Gaza City named after 
his predecessor and ideologi- 
cal mentor Charles de Gaulle 
during a the visit the mayor 
said- 

Mr. Chirac and Mr. Arafat 
will unveil a marble plaque 
proclaiming “Charles de 
Gaulle Street.” an avenue in 
downtown Gaza City running 
in front of Mr. Arafat's guest 
mansion. Awn AI Shawa said. 

The street is being renamed 
as port of a municipal cam- 
paign to dedicate roads lo 
“world leaders who have 
served the Palestinian and 
Arab causes,” Mr. Shawa said 
The half-kilometre street 
was formerly named after 
Ahmad Orabi, an Egyptian 
nationalist hero who led a 
revolt against British occupa- 
tion of his country in the late 
1800s. 

“De Gaulle" will intersect 
wilh Gamal Abdul Nasser 
Street, named after the former 
Egyptian president, and Omar 
Ben AI Khanab. one of the 7th 
century successors of Prophet 
Mohammad. 


ERBIL (Agencies) — 

Thousands of Baghdad- 
backed Kurdish fighters 
streamed into this northern 
Iraqi city on Tuesday to 
defend it against a rival 
faction which Turkey 

charged was aided by Iran- 
ian soldiers. 

The charge from Ankara, 
combined with an accusa- 
tion from the Baghdad 
opposition that Iraqi tanks 
had taken up "offensive” 
positions outside Erbil, 
stoked fears the Kurdish 
battles could erupt into a 
wider regional war. 

Washington launched 
cruise missile strikes south 
of Baghdad last month 
after Iraqi troops helped the 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) capture Erbil 
from the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) six weeks, 
ago. 

Thousands of KDP fight- 
ers armed with guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades 
were arriving here Tuesday 
or heading to the frontline 
to the east to stall the 
counter-offensive by the 
PUK. 

A U.N. official said a 
rag-tag army of up to 
20.000 KDP fighters had 
gathered in their stronghold 
of Salahuddin on Monday, 
but had to commandeer 
cars and trucks to find 
transport south to Erbil and 


the front. 

“It's a mess. You can find 
a lot of people there, but not 
a lot of vehicles." said the 
official who requested 
anonymity. 

The roads were jammed 
Monday and Tuesday all 
the way to Erbil, which is 
25 kilometres to the south, 
he said. 

In Erbil. the situation 
remained "very tense,”, he 
said. Checkpoints have 
been set up so that a driver 
must often stop 15 times 
before he reaches his desti- 
nation. 

KDP offices in Erbil 1 
were full of fighters, and 
officials handed out photos 
of historic Kurdish leader 
Mustapha Barzani. KDP 
leader Massoud Barzani ’s 
dead father, to encourage 
them to fight, the U.N. 
official said. 

The KDP said it had pre- 
vented the PUK from tak- 
ing Degala, a village which 
commands access to Erbil. 
60 kilometres to the east 
and which the PUK 
claimed to have captured 
on Monday. 

A U.N. spokesman in 
Baghdad, Wolde Ammar, 
backed the KDP assertion, 
even though other U.N. 
officials said Monday that 
it had fallen. 

The KDP said fighting 
continued early Tuesday 


further east. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani 
told AFP from northern Iraq 
that his advancing guerril- 
las would stop short of 
storming Erbil and instead 
expected its residents to 
rise up against KDP forces. 

He said earlier that the 
PUK would not attack Erbil 
because it was surrounded 
by Iraqi troops, and Tues- 
day he said he did not 
expect Baghdad to inter- 
vene. 

But the Iraqi National 
Congress, an umbrella 
organisation that includes 
the warring Kurdish fac- 
tions and other opposition 
groups, warned from Lon- 
don that “Iraqi tanks have 
taken offensive positions’’ 
southeast of Erbil. 

Mr. Ammar could not 
confirm the report. 

Meanwhile, Turkish For- 
eign Minister Tansu Ciller 
said that Turkey had 
received information that 
there were Iranians siding 
with the PUK in the fight- 
ing. 

"We have received infor- 
mation suggesting thar 
there are Iranians in the 
forces of (PUK leader Jalal) 
Talabani.” Mrs. Ciller said 
after a meeting with Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel, 
according to the Anatolia 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Hariri resigns, paving 
way for reappointment 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanon's billionaire 
prime minister, Rafiq 
Hariri, chaired his last 
cabinet meeting on Tues- 
day before he stepped 
down and parliament was 
dissolved. 

The meeting, also 
attended by President 
Elias Hrawi, discussed a 
plan to shut down many 
private television and 
radio stations which has 
aroused angry opposition 
from the press. 

The parliament's four- 
year mandate was to 
expire at midnight Tues- 
day when, under the 
Lebanese constitution, the 
prime minister and his 
cabinet must also resign. 

However, Mr. Hariri is 
expected to be swiftly re- 
appointed when Mr. 
Hrawi holds consultations 
with new members of par- 
liament (MPs) to choose 
the next prime minister. 

"The mandate of the 
council of ministers has 
ended according to the 
constitution so this gov- 
ernment has resigned," 
Mr. Hariri said after a 
meeting with President 
Hrawi. 

Mr. Hariri, a billionaire 
tycoon who has held 
office since October 1992. 
is expected to be reap- 
pointed after the new par- 
liament meets on October 
22 to elect a speaker. 

He will stay on in a care- 
taker capacity until the 
new government is 
formed. It will be the third 
the 51-year-old Sunni 



Rafik Hariri 

Muslim politician has 
headed in four years. 

Consultations on the 
choice of new prime min- 
ister will begin when par- 
liament elects a new 
speaker. Mr. Hrawi will 
hear the views of each of 
the 1 28 deputies and must 
name the majority choice 
to head the new govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Hariri, who won his 
first parliamentary seat in 
the elections, heads one of 
the biggest blocs in parlia- 
ment and is expected to be 
reappointed with the help 
of powerful Syrian-backed 
allies in parliament 

His new strength in par- 
liament is also expected to 
make it easier for him to 
push through projects in 
his multi-billion dollar 
reconstruction plan which 
were blocked by the previ- 
ous parliament 

A visit to Lebanon by 
French President Jacques 


Chirac oo October 24-25 
will interrupt Mr. Hrawi 's 
consultations with the 
deputies. 

However, official 

sources have said the for- 
mation of a new govern- 
ment. which must receive 
a parliamentary vote of 
confidence, would proba- 
bly be completed by the 
end of this month or the 
start of November. 

Mr. Hariri has the crucial 
backing of Syria, the main 
foreign power-broker in 
Lebanon, and the confi- 
dence of the Ltnited States 
and Europe. 

Mr. Hariri’s financial 
clout has also helped put 
Lebanon back on track 
after its devastating 1975- 
90 civil war. 

His four-year term has 
seen the launch of a multi- 
billion-dollar reconstruc- 
tion scheme for the centre 
of Beirut carried out by 
the private company 
Solidere. in which he is a 
major shareholder. 

Electricity and telephone 
lines have largely been 
restored while bridges and 
motor ways are being built 
around the country. 

However, much of the 
euphoria which greeted 
his appointment in Octo- 
ber 1992 has dissipated as 
the country paid the price 
of his policies. 

Lebanon : s public debt 
has tripled from S3.8 to 
$9.5 billion and social 
unrest fuelled by soaring 
prices and alleged govern- 
ment corruption has 
grown. 


Lebanon truce committee sends 
mission to Israel-shelled village 


SAFAD AL BATTIKH, 
Lebanon (AFP) — An 
international committee 
monitoring a truce in 
South Lebanon sent an 
investigation team on 
Tuesday to a village where 
12 civilians were wounded 
in Israeli shelling last 
week. 

The nine-member team 
of investigation was made 
up of three French offi- 
cials. two Americans, two 
Syrians and two Lebanese 
and was accompanied by 
U.N. peacekeepers who 
provided helicopters and 
armoured cars. 

The investigators, on the 
first mission of its kind, 
interviewed witnesses and 
a Lebanese army captain 
on the shelling of Safad A1 
Battikh village, east of the 
port city of Tyre. 

The monitoring commit- 
tee decided to send the 
team at a meeting on Mon- 
day to study Lebanon's 
protest that Israeli shelling 
wounded 12 members of 


the same family in Safad 
Al Battikh. 

The committee, which 
groups France, Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States, met at the 
headquarters of the United 
Nations Interi m Fo rce In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) in 
Naqoura on the border 
with Israel. 

The 12 civilians, includ- 
ing four women and at 
least three teenagers, were 
injured Friday when Israeli 
troops shelled villages in 
South Lebanon in retalia- 
tion for an attack by Iran- 
ian-backed Hizbollah 
guerrillas. 

Lebanon has accused 
Israel of violating an April 
26 ceasefire accord 
between Hizbollah and the 
Jewish srate under which 
both sides agreed to spare 
civilians from their con- 
flict. 

Israel initially justified 
Friday's shelling by saying 
Hizbollah violated ’ the 
truce first by firing mortars 


, _from inside a civilian. area. 

But it later acknowledged 
. that the source of fire was 
"from die edges” of a vil- 
lage. ‘ 

Friday's casualties were 
the most serious involving 
civilians since the April 
accord which ended 
* Israel’s 17-day offensive 
against HizboUah guerril- 
las that left 200 dead, 
mostly civilians. 

The accord, brokered by 
the United States and 
France, allows Lebanon 
and Israel to file com- 
plaints to the monitoring 
committee which is 
charged with ruling on 
alleged violations. 

The monitoring commit- 
tee issued a statement on 
Sept. 25 blaming both 
Israel and Hizbollah and 
calling on both sides to 
avoid civilian areas. 
Hizbollah spearheads 
attacks to end Israel’s 
occupation of a border 
zone. 



KING IN JERICHO: His Majesty King Hussein and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Tuesday address a press conference after talks in the Palestinian self-rule 
town of Jericho (see page 1) (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Jordan is hopeful for eventual U.N. 
approval for Amman-Baghdad flights 


AMMAN — Officials said 
Tuesday Jordan remained 
hopeful that the United 
Nations Sanctions Committee 
would allow Royal Jordanian 
(RJl to operate weekly flights 
between Amman and Baghdad 
despite a negative decision on 
Monday by the panel to give 
blanket advance approval for 
such flights. 

The Jordanian request for 
Amman-Baghdad flights came 
ahead of the expected imple- 
mentation of an oil-for-food 
agreement between Iraq and 
the United Nations that would 
bring about a regular flow of 
United Nations officials in and 
out of Iraq. 

The six-year- old United 
Nations sanctions against Iraq 
include -a ban on civil aviation 
between Iraq and the outside 
world. Iraq's only official out- 
let is the 1, 000-kilometre over- 
land route that runs through 
Jordan. The officials noted that 
the decision by the Sanctions 
Committee was that it would 
consider allowing Amman- 
Baghdad flights upon specific 
requests based on humanitari- 
an grounds as well as for U.N. 
purposes. 

•‘Regular flights between 
Amman and Baghdad will 
become a necessity once Reso- 
lution. 98.6 ,is implemented,”.., 
said an official referring to the" 
U.N. resolution ' that 'allows' " 
Iraq ia .export .oilw.qrth $1 bil-.. 
lion every three months in 
return for food and medicine 
under the world body's super- 
vision. 

According to the officials. 


the Jordanian request to the 
Sanctions Committee said the 
flights would be used to carry 
U.N. observers and other staff 
os well as pilgrims to holy 
sites to and from Iraq. 

The Sanctions Committee 
declined to give blanket 
advance approval to the 
request. 

The chairman of the com- 
mittee, Germany's Tone Eitel. 
was quoted as saying by 
Reuters that such flights would 
be considered "case -by-case, 
and hopefully approved." 

The U.N. imposed the 
sweeping sanctions on Iraq in 
August 1990 following that 
country's invasion of Kuwait. 
All air flights between Iraq 
and the outside world were 
halted immediately, but Iraqi 
Airways continued to operate 
a daily flight to Amman until 
Jan. 15. one day before a U.S.- 
led coalition launched a suc- 
cessful offensive to dislodge 
Iraq from Kuwait 

Jordan has been trying since 
then to get approval for a lim- 
ited number of flights to and 
from Baghdad. 

Iraq had also filed requests 
to the Sanctions Committee 
for approval for flights by 
Iraqi Airways, but had always 
been turned down. 

. .In. it i. meeting on Monday. 

. the Sanctions Committee was 
also briefed by a Un official 
. on the status of the oil-for-food 
deal. Reuters reported. 

Mr. Eitel said there had been 
no change since last week 
when the Security Council was 
told that security conditions in 


north Iraq were not yet ripe for 
the plan to be implemented. 

Still at issue were the num- 
ber of U.N. inspectors needed 
to oversee operations and their 
freedom of movement, accord- 
ing to Reuters. 

"The Iraqis want some 
advance notice (of their move- 
ments). possibly one or two 
weeks, which is of course dif- 
ficult. to put it mildly, impossi- 
ble to accept, to put it more 
correctly." Mr. Eitel said. 

"But the U.N. official who 
briefed the committee said 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali was “confident that all 
the questions still under dis- 
cussion with the Iraqi side 
would be solved." 

Turkish request 
turned down 

The Sanctions Comminee 
also turned down a Turkish 
request to be allowed to rent 
Iraq a satellite transponder 
band to broadcast television 
programmes seen within Iraq 
as well as by its neighbours 
and in western Europe. 

"We could not agree because 
the rendering of services of 
this kind was not considered a 
civilian need.” Mr. Eitel said. 

The request was for the 
Turkish Telekom Administra- 
tion to rent Iraq a transponder 
band from Turksat l-C satel- 
lite. witti,paymenrs.tqjb£ made, 
in advance in U,S. currency 
and in cash. The deal, for 
which no cost was given, 
would not have involved the 
shipment to Iraq of any equip- 
ment or spare pans. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt signs nuclear test ban treat}' 

UNITED NATIONS t AFP) — Egypt signed Monday the 
nuclear test ban treaty, becoming ihe 124th signatory in 
under one month, u U.N. spokeswoman said. Egypt's U.N. 
Ambassador Nabil Al Araby. an expert on disarmament 
affairs, signed on his country's behalf, said spokeswoman 
Svlviina Foa. Israel signed on SepL 25 a day after the treaty 
was opened to signatures. Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy said that for the treaty to be ratified. Israel would have 
to take into account the attitudes of other countries in the 
region. Last month. Israel linked its signature to that of 
Egypt- But since Israel’s was put to paper. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa had indicated Cairo's signature would 
be coming in a matter of weeks. In order to lake effect, the 
treaty must be signed and ratified by 44 countries — those 
with nuclear reactors — which are mentioned specifically 
in the text. Only five countries on the list have yet to sigh the 
treaty: Algeria. Bangladesh. North Korea. India and Pak- 
istan. Syria has not yet signed the treaty, but it is not on the 
list of 44. the U.N. said. 

Kuwaiti emir meets British minister 

KUWAIT CITY t AFP) — British Foreign Office Minister of 
State Jeremy Hanley met Kuwait's head of state and prime 
minister on Tuesday during a tour of Gulf Arab stales, the 
official Kuwaiti News Agency tKUN'A) said. Mr. Hanley, 
on the second leg of a Gulf tour, met the Emir, Sheikh Jaber 
A I Ahmad A Sabah, followed by talks with the crown prince 
and prime minister. Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah AJ Sabah. 
KUNA said, without elaborating on the calks. In an inter- 
view with KUNA on Monday. Mr. Hanley reiterated 
Britain's support for Kuwait "in the face of ihreats” from 
Iraq. Mr. Hanley arrived in Kuwait on Monday from Saudi 
Arabia and will travel on from here to Qatar. 

Israel to help build monument for Rwanda 

TEL AVIV ( AFP ) — Israel is to help build a monument to 
victims of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, officials at the 
Jewish state's own genocide memorial said Tuesday. Rwan- 
dan Vice President Paul Kagame accepted an offer of Israeli 
"technical assistance" for its planned monument during a 
visit to the Yad Vachem memorial. Major General Kagame, 
who is also Rwanda's defence minister, later had lunch with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and was also to 
meet President Ezer Weizman during his five-day visit 
Rwanda broke diplomatic relations with Israel in 1976 but 
ties were restored after the genocide in which at least 
500.000 Tutsis and moderate Hums were slaughtered in eth- 
nic bloodletting between April and July 1994. 

Tajik government, opposition meet in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Representatives from the Tajik gov- 
ernment and Islamic opposition held peace talks in the Iran- 
ian capital on Tuesday in preparation for a summit in 
Moscow soon. U.N. special envoy for Tajikistan. Gerd Mer- 
rem. was also present at the talks which aim to set an agen- 
da for the upcoming negotiations between Tajik President 
Emomali Rakhmanov and opposition leader Abdollah Nuri. 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Mahmod Vaezi told AFP 
before the meeting that his country “fully supported" the 
U.N.’s search for peace in Tajikistan. "This- meeting is a 
new initiative to prepare for the summit, ia Moscow." he 
said, adding that the summit's dare had tuauyet been . fixed. 
Mr. Merrem said "the first step" had been taken in prepara- 
tion for the high-level meeting and called for compromise 
as "the key in advancing the peace process." "The Moscow 
meeting should allow the resumption of the negotiations." 
he said. 
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Taleban rulers order ban against ‘ happy firing’ in Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — Kabul’s 
Taleban leadership warned 
its fighters that they will be 
punished if they fire their 
weapons into the air in cel- 
ebration, Taleban-ntn state 
radio said Tuesday. 

The warning was broad- 
cast on the newly rechris- 
tened Radio Shariat — until 
recently called radio Kabul 
— after scores of Taleban 
fighters in the capital 
opened up in a -minute 
burst of "happy fire" late 
Monday. 

“AH security posts and 


respected Taleban are 
requested not to fire into the 
air to avoid wastage of 
ammunition and in order 
not to disturb the- people's 
peaceful life," Radio Shari- 
at said. 

“Those who were 
engaged in this firing have 
been arrested and will be 
punished." it added. 

The burst of fire came as 
the Taleban battled guerril- 
las and supporters of the ex- 
government’s strongman 
Ahmad Shah Masood bat- 
tled for control of villages 


north of the capital which 
the Taleban seized from 
him 1 S days ago. 

The militia has subse- 
quently suffered a series of 
battlefield reverses in the 
northern province tradition- 
ally loyal to Mr. Masood, 
dealing them a severe 
strategic blow after their 
stunning successes around 
Kabul. 

Afghans frequently fire 
into the air — so-called 
happy Firing — in celebra- 
tion of military victories, 
the arrival of reinforce- 


ments and even to mark the 
birth of a son or at wed- 
dings. 

The call came after fight- 
ers fired anti-aircraft guns, 
heavy and lighi machine 
guns, rocket propelled 
grenades and flares over the 
nervous city, apparently 
after fighters heard a false 
report of a Taleban victory 
against the forces of the 
ousted government north of 
here. 

“We received a report that 
the Islamic Taleban move- 
ment had won a major vic- 


tory during the day, but w4r 
were unfortunately later 
told this was not true,” 
Taleban Mohammed Rafiq 
told AFP. 

The fusilade sent locals 
scurrying indoors, at first 
fearing an attack in the city 
and later worried about 
being struck by failing 
shrapnel from shells fired 
into the air. 

Red and green tracer bul- 
lets arced across the night 
sky as rocket propelled 
grenades exploded near a 
slowly sinking flare. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 

Muppei Show 

14:30 The Bold and the Beau- 

riful 


15:00 


15;30 


Compagnons de L’ Adventure 

16:00 

16*30 

Documentary 

17:00 


17:15 


17:30 

Kelly 

18:00 


19:00 


19:15 ..MaEazine — Sports 

Et Musique 


19:30 

..News Headlines 

19:35 

Four Seasons 

20:00 ....Super Stars of Action 

20:30 


21:10 


22:00 


22:30 


23:15 

Hart to Hart 

23:59 ..Comedy — Who is 

the Boss? 



JORDAN TIMES DAILY 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:18 


05:35 

( Sunrise )Duha 

11:21 


14:36 


17:08 

Mashreb 

18:25 --’Isa 


CHURCHES 
Mary of Nazareth 
ch Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
□biles of God Church 

32785. 


St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. , 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77 1 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International 
Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
In Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise gradually but remaining 
below . 

degrees centigrade’ and 1 * &inds 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Amman 12/24 

Aqaba j 8/32 


Deserts 11/26 

Jordan Valley 17/31 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 21, Aqaba 29 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 50 per 
cent, Aqaba 52 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Mazen Nbali 830435 

Dr. Adnan ZaghJoul 
...898140 

Dr. Fakher Bilbeisi ....663412 
Dr. Abdul Majid A! Sha’er 
790405 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

AJ Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy' 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy’ 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 

....276852 

AJ Quds pharmacy {— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhur Al Qadi 906606 

Khalifch pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 IN, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 III 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ......121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 J 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 



Khatidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

■ Malbas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. ‘ Shmeisani 
607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 66913 1 
University Hospital S45S45 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 6 66 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen777 1 0 1 /3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 891611/15 

Queen Alia ' Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The .Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital! 09 1986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
1.09)990990 
IRBID; 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. 1 08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone OS 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:00 Damascus! RJ.) 

08:30 Jeddah ( RJ ) 

08:35 Lamaca ( RJ > 

09: 10... Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:30 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJj 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:50 Madrid (RJi 

18:00 ...Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 
18:10 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:15 London, Vienna (RJ) 

18:15 Rome (RJ.) 

23:30 Beirut ( RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:25 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJl 

Other Flights 

10:00 ...Sanaa. Hudaydah ( IYi 

11:15 Jeddah (SV) 

12:00 Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 


12:15 Cairo (MS) 

12:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 Tunis (TUl 

14:00 Vienna lOS) 

15:20 Algiers (AH) 

18:00 Dubai (EK) 

19:40 London. Beirut tBA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv cLY) 

21:35 Lamaca <CY) 

22:20 Amsterdam tKL) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
18:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIA ) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

10:00 Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

10:15 Amsterdam. New York iRJ) 

10:40 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:10 Casablanca (RJi 

U; 45 Istanbul (RJ> 

10; 20 Colomboi'RJ'j 

Beirat(RJ) 

20:10 Cairo! RJ) 

20:10 ...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ> 

20:20 New Delhi (RJ i 

20:30 Calcutta. Bangkok(RJ) 

“ 1; 15 .Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

°‘ h " Flights 

03:00 Amsterdam! KL) 

■■Beini.fME, 

London! BA) 

11:00 Sanaa iIY) 

12:45 Jeddah(SV) 

13:15 Beirut. AbuDhabi. 

Karachi (PK) 

13:30 ..Bahrain. Al 'Ain(GF) 

14:30 TunisiTU) 


14:50 Vienna(OS) 

16:20 Shariqah(AH) 

19:00 DubaiCEK) 

21:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:30 Lamaca (CY) 

23:20 Amsterdam! KL) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:30 Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRICES. , ’ 


Upper/lower price 

in fils per kg. 

Apple 

700/500 

Banana. 

.... .50W500 

Banana (mukhammar) ..420/420 
Banana (imported) -.840/620 

Carrot 

280/150 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (latge) .. 

250/220 

180/100 

Cucumber t. small.) 
Eggplant....... 

340/200 

230/140 

Garlic — 

...7INM50 

Grapes 

480/150 

Guava - 

.6OCW00 

Lemon 

-360/200 

Marrow flange) „ 
Marrow i small) 
Mulukhiah - 

-.-.220/200 

-350/250 

-22O/U0 

Onion (green) 

.--SOW® 

Onion (dry) 

140/80 

Okra 

. .—950/550 

Olive 

580/450 

Pear 

..680/600 

Pepper (hot) 

230000 





Peppert sweet) 360/220* J 


Potato 

340/240 

Spinach 

..-...-300/180 


..... 620/420 

Tomato 

220/140 
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Home News 




LOOKING INTO ROAD SAFETY': His Roval Highness Prince Faisal Ben Al 
Hu^ern Tuestiay meets with Public Security Department (PSD) Director Nasouh 
Muheiddin to discuss road safety and PSD plans to establish a traffic institute. 
Prince Faisal also visited the Drivers and Vehicles Licensing Department where he 
was briefed on new procedures to facilitate the issuing of drivers’ licences and vehi- 
cle registration permits. The department began issuing computer-generated 
licences land permits on Oct. 12. Prince Faisal was accompanied bv Gen. Muheid- 
dm and Assistant PSD Director for Traffic Affairs Mai. Gen. Abdul Raouf Hussein 
(Petra photo) 


Ministry calls for increased 
help for the handicapped 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
Hamad Abu Jamous Tues- 
day appealed for citizen 
contributions directed to the 
rehabilitation of the handi- 
capped who, he said, consti- 
tute approximately 10 per 
cent of the population. 

“Ministry centres and 
those run by voluntary 
organisations offer care and 
training to around 10.000 
disabled persons, mainly 
children, but services are 
below the required level." 
said the minister who main- 
tained that the government 
cannot cover every require- 
ment and that the cost of 
care for each disabled per- 
son averages to JD300 each 
month. 

“The ministry as well as 
non-goveramentaJ volun- 
tary associations require 
urgent financial aid for 
.rehabilitating handicapped 
persons and it hopes that 
the private sector will help 
establish centres for affect- 
ed children s care." added 
the minister. 


He said the ministry is 
planning to pool its 
resources with those of 
charitable and voluntary 
organisations and. in con- 
junction with the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), to initi- 
ate a programme for reha- 
bilitating handicapped chil- 
dren in their own homes and 
within familiar environ- 
ments especially those four 
or five years of age. 

Mr. Abu Jamous stated 
that the ministry also hopes 
10 create income generating 
businesses and provide - 
vocational training to the 
disabled in cooperation with 
the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC). 

The potential project aims 
to enable the handicapped to 
participate more fully in 
their community . 

The plan, he added, is also 
necessary in view of the ris- 
ing cost of caring for the 
handicapped in institutions, 
and that, if effected, the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment will provide guidance 


to family members and 
make regular house visits to 
provide advice and guid- 
ance. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said the 
ministry offers educational, 
health and rehabilitation 
services to the disabled and 
in some cases, cash aid. 

In addition to exempting 
handicapped people from 
paying customs duty on 
imported health and move- 
ment aids, he said, there is a 
release from the JD300 in 
work permit fees for foreign 
maids who care for the 
handicapped. 

The ministry has also 
made arrangements for a 50 
per cent discount on travel 
fares for disabled persons, 
for enrolment in schools and 
universities and for quali- 
fied handicapped workers to 
be employed by private and 
public institution*!. 

According to the minister, 
Jordanian law mandates that 
various organisations 
employ qualified handi- 
capped persons to fill two 
per cent of their posts. 


Man killed by bullet, 
perpetrator still unknown 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Pathologist Momen Hadidi 
Tuesday said the cause of death of a man 
reported missing since last week, was the 
result of a buller to the neck. 

The body of Abdullah Ali .60, was found 
buried in the courtyard of a deserted house 
in Wadi Musa “with only his hand show- 
ing," according to police. 

Mr. Ali was first reported missing by his 
family on Oct. 9, and after an intense 
search by authorities, they found Mr. All's 
body. 

Police contacted by the Jordan Times 
Tuesday said they have not detained any- 
one in connection with his death and that 
they are launching an investigation. 

Meanwhile, two people Monday commit- 
ted suicide in separate incidents in the 
Kingdom, police reports said. 

In Amman, police found the body of a 34- 
year-old physician in a building in the Wadi 
Sir area with a hypodermic needle in his 
arm. 

According to Dr. Hadidi. autopsy results 
indicated that the victim, Haitham Ibrahim, 


died of a phianopental sodium overdose. 

“The victim had three ampoules of phi- 
anopental sodium [in his body]: more than 
5 grammes, which can kill instantly." Dr. 
Hadidi told the Jordan Times. 

According to officials, the victim suffered 
from mental disturbances. 

Dr. Hadidi explained that phianopental 
sodium, also known by its trademark name 
pentothal sodium, “is hard to obtain and 
only used in hospitals.’' 

In irbid, a 54-year-old male was found 
dead in his car Monday on the shoulder of 
the main highway between Jerash and 
Irbid, officials said. 

Marwan Halim was found with a cranial 
bullet wound, near Thughret Asfour area, 
an official told the Jordan Times Tuesday. 

According to the official, police found a 
letter in the car explaining that Mr. Halim, 
an optician, “took his own life as he was in 
debt." 

Police said they were launching investi- 
gations in both incidents. 

The two suicide cases brings the total to 
six people who have killed themselves in 
the Kingdom in a one month period. 



LECTURE 

*’*The Peace Process: Where is it Going?” by Ambassador Edward Djerejian, former 
UA Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs, at the American Center auditorium at 

6:00 pjn. FILM 

^’james Bond 007” at the British Coimcil at 7:60 pjn. 

exhibitions 

♦Exhibition entitled “Jernsaieni Domes, Doors and Window's” comprising photos by 
jSffeiXn and paintings by Ribam Ghassib at the InterContinental Hotel, until Oct 

‘Exhibition bv A«hk Fiance Fnsse (AFP) photos on “Grapes of Wrath” operations 
In Lebanon at Abltd Hameed Sboman Foundation, Jabal Amman, until Oct Jt 
**WadiAJ Faynan Art Exhibition” — works of several artists inspired by Wadi Fay-nan 

-f Roii- a Art Gallery. Fuheis, until Oct 31. , 

> and painting exhibition by Mohammad Boshnaq at Kan Zara an. until Oct. 

Dorics bv GhassanAbu Leban at Institute Cervante), Jabal Oct 23. 

*^^Si^Intmmtionai Book Exhibition” at die International Exhibition Centre, 

UMversity Road, until Oct 17- 


Marine oil pollution monitorin 
station to operate in Aqaba 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Japanese 
government has supplied 
all necessary equipment for 
a marine oil pollution mon- 
itoring and fighting station 
at Aqaba and the facility is 
expected to be operational 
by the end of the year, the 
Japan International Cooper- 
ation Agency (JICA) said 
Tuesday^ 

The centre is one of the 
early realisations of joint 
Arub-lsraeli projects stem- 
ming from the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East 
peace process. 

The centre will work in 
close coordination with 
similar facilities being set 
up in Israel and Egypt and 


the facilities and equipment 
available at the three sta- 
tions* would be shared by 
the three countries to fight 
oil pollution if and when it 
occurs. 

According to diplomats, 
the door is open for Saudi 
Arabia, which shares the 
Gulf of Aqaba with Jordan, 
Israel and Egypt, to join the 

project, but there has been 
little Saudi movement in 
this regard. 

Japan, which chairs a 
working group on the envi- 
ronment in the multilateral 
phase of the peace process, 
supplied equipment worth 
S5.5 million to the Aqaba 
station. The European 
Union (EU) is financing the 
centre in Egypt and the U.S. 
is helping Israel develop an 


existing facility at Eilat. 

The financing for ihe 
Aqaba facility came from 
the Japanese government. 
JICA is the Tokyo govern- 
ment’s arm to channel grant 
aid. 

According to JICA, the 
“objective of the project is 
the procurement of equip- 
ment to establish an oil spill 
combat capability at 
Aqaba.r.w'ithin the frame- 
work of the upper Gulf of 
Aqaba oil spill contingency 
project formulated by the 
working group on the envi- 
ronment of the multilater- 
al. ...peace process..” 

The facility "is a measure 
to combat potential oil 
spillages by vessels navi- 
gating in the Gulf of Aqaba 
in view of the expansion of 


economic activities anti the 
necessity for environmental 

conservation in the area...’ 

The absence of effective 
arrangement to light marine 
oil pollution in the Gulf of 
Aqaba has been u source of 
concern for environmental- 
ists. who point out that, 
apart from posing hazards 
10 shipping and human 
beings, oil pollution in the 
area could seriously affect 
the species of underwater 
coral reefs for which Aqaba 
is famous. 

The function of the Aqaba 
centre is divided imu four 
pans: reduction of oil 

spreading, recovery and 
containment, transportation 
and miscellaneous. 

The centre will have 
deflecting and protection 


hooin\. cil ski miners, an 
emergency utf-iiuding sys- 
tem. a vanillin truck, an 
oil/waier separator. a 
dcmtilsifv ing unit, nil com- 
bat '-es.sels. communication 
and lighting equipment, 
steam cleaner*, a crane for 

tugs and per-oNa! s.ifei\ 

equipment and protective 
clothing among other 
things. 

The facilities in Eg\pi 
and Israel will have equip- 
ment of similar nature. The 
basic designs atul equip- 
ment of the three facilities, 
which will hav e direct lines 
ol conmumicutiori. are 
cumplemennuy to each 
other so that in the event of 
oil pollution the three might 
work toeeihei. 


489 kilos of hashish 
seized in the south 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Anti-Narcotics Depart- 
ment Tuesday announced 
that officers have seized 
4S9 kilogrammes of 
hashish in the southern 
part of the Kingdom. 

It described die arrest of 
four people involved in 
the attempt, to smuggle 
the drugs to an unspeci- 
fied neighbouring coun- 
try- according to 'Depart- 
ment Director Col. Nazih 
Shraideh. 

Col. Shraideh stated the 
department received 

information about a 
group attempt to smuggle 
the hashish in a lorry. 

Department patrols 
investigated the matter 
and moved to the scene 
where they arrested four 
people attempting to pass’ 


the hashish on to other 
smugglers. 

Meanwhile, in separate 
cases. anti-narcotic 
patrols have arrested four 
persons in connection 
with attempts to peddle 
narcotics. 

In the Amman area, 
anti-narcotic patrols 
arrested two persons car- 
rying 8,022 grammes of 
heroin, and in Ramtha, 
patrols arrested two per- 
sons involved in _ the 
transport of 67.5 
grammes of heroin 
wrapped in aluminium 
foil. 

Col. Shraideh added 
that the PSD patrols last 
month airestea 15 people 
carrying small quantities 
of narcotics. 


VTC cements 
training programme to 
enroll 50,000 students 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC) has 
finalised a national plan 
for enrolling up to 50,000 
secondary school students 
in vocational training pro- 
grammes by the year 
2000. VTC Director Gen- 
eral Ali Nasrallah 
announced Tuesday. 

According to the plan, 
which will be carried out 
in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Education, 
nearly 50 per cent of male 
students and 35 per cent 
of female students, hav- 
ing finished their compul- 
sory education, will be 
trained at VTC centres. 

Mr. Nasrallah said that 
in the current academic 
year. VTC centres 
enrolled 6,700 students, 
an increase of 28 per cent 
over the previous year, to 
train in its 150 trades 
which focus on construc- 
tion. commerce and ser- 
vices. 

He added that increas- 
ing numbers of skilled 
workers will be needed by 
local labour markets in 
order to replace foreign 
workers and to meet the 
Kingdom's expected 
demand for skilled labour 
subsequent to the privati- 
sation of different major 
corporations. 

The VTC students pay 
an annual fee of JD25, 
according to Mr. Nasral- 
lah, who maintained that 
the average student 
instruction costs the state 
JD6Q0 adding that each 
student receives an addi- 
tional annual JD250 from 
firms where they partici- 
pate in internship pro- 
grammes. 

He said the VTC is cur- 
rently linked to 3.800 
industrial institutions for 
these internship pro- 
grammes. 

Mr. Nasrallah explained 
that students train for one 


to three years, through a 
network of 36 vocational 
centres, depending on the 
nature and requirements 
of the trade. 

The VTC, he said, 
recently created an insti- 
tute to serve as the corpo- 
ration’s technical arm and 
to help enact the new 
labour law which is still 
to be endorsed by parlia- 
ment 

Mr. Nasrallah said that 
the VTC will soon classi- 
fy different businesses 
and trades in accordance 
with their capacity, equip- 
ment and production and 
that 60 per cent of the 
countries workers are 
employed by industrial 
businesses. 

Early this year the VTC 
created national teams to 
help the corporation pre- 
pare training programmes 
covering various require- 
ments of trades and 
demands by the local 
labour market, he said. 

Mr.. Nasrallah said that 
VTC centres have already 
trained students from 
Yemen, Sudan, Oman and 
Bahrain, adding that the 
VTC has been closely 
coo pie rating with ihe 
Canadian International 
Development ■ Agency 
and the Japanese 
International Cooperation 
Agency, both of which 
will help Jordan establish 
a $4 million institute for 
training in metal indus- 
tries at the Sahab Industri- 
al City near Amman. 

The VTC is also receiv- 
ing technical aid from the 
Swiss government and the 
German Agency for Tech- 
nical Cooperation, he 
said. 


Palestinian mayor urges mosques 
to edify Jerusalem quest ; ^n 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
mayor of the Palestinian 
village Um Al Fahem, 
Sheikh Roed Salah, bas 
appealed to Arab and Mus- 
lim nations to adopt a uni- 
fied stand towards the Arab 
city of Jerusalem and its 
holy shrines. 

Addressing a seminar 
entitled "The Future of 
Jerusalem” held at the Pro- 
fessional Associations 
Complex in Amman. 
Sheikh Salah said that it is 
incumbent on Arab and 
Islamic countries to trans- 
form mosques and Islamic 
cultural centres into plat- 
forms for mass education 
about Jerusalem. 

This is geared, he said, to 
manifesting a united pro- 
tection of Al Aqsa Mosque 
and other holy sites in. Arab 
Jerusalem. 

Sehikh Salah outlined the 


current state of affairs of 
Islamic holy sites as well as 
Muslim historical links 
with Jerusalem through the 
ages. 

"He recalled that under 
British rule in Palestine, 
several committees of his- 
torians working between 
1936 and 1944. compiled 
reports proving beyond 
question that the Burak 
(Wailing) Wall is a compo- 
nent of Islamic holy sites. 

Sheikh Salah reviewed 
recent events in Jerusalem 
and around Al Aqsa 
Mosque following the 
Israeli initiation of a runnel 
entrance running under Al 
Aqsa Mosque compound 
and the subsequent demon- 
strations which resulted in ■ 
the death and injurs 1 of 
scores of Palestinians. 

He warned that the 
Israelis are planning to 


if. .tild .1 supposed Third 
Temple and asked the Arab 
and Islamic World to shoul- 
der their responsibilities 
towards ihe holy shrines. 

Also addressing the meet- 
ing were: former Prime 
Minister Talier Al Masri. 
former Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Suleiman Arttr and 
Lower House of Parliament 
Deputy Ibrahim Zeid 
Kilani. 

The speakers reasserted 
the importance of Arab 
Jerusalem and its holy sites 
for Arab and Muslim 
nations. 

The seminar was organ- 
ised by the Professional 
Associations Complex 10 
mark Palestinian Heritage 
Week and was attended by 
Deputy.,, Prime Minister 
AbdulldlV-’ Ensour atViong 
others. 11 " 


irj 



Health Minister Aref Bataineh Tuesday receives visiting Sudanese counterpart 
Disan Ghabshawi with her accompanying Sudanese delegation to review bilater- 
al relations, particularly in the health field and issues relating to the implemen- 
tation of a health agreement concluded between the two countries in September. 
Both parties agreed to exchange expertise in such areas as training of health per- 
sonnel, health information technology and malaria-related research. The meet- 
ing was also attended by senior health officials (Petra photo) 


University signs agreement 
with industrial cities 


RAMTHA (Petraj — The 
Jordan Industrial Esrates 
Corporation (JIEC) and the 
Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology 
(JUST! Tuesday signed an 
agreement on cooperation 
in scientific, technical, and 
health insurance fields. 

The agreement, signed by 
JIEC Director General 
Asera Hindawi and JUST 
President Saad Hijazi, pro- 
vides for the creation of a 
liaison office, to be called 
the Industrial Liaison 
Office, at each of the King- 
dom’s industrial cities. 

The university plans to 
provide trained staff for this 
office who will be entrust- 
ed with identifying needs 
and problems facing Jor- 
danian businesses in the * 
industrial cities. 

This research is to be 
studied by the university in 
a bid to find solutions. 

The projected office is 
also slated to organise and 


supervise the training of 
students in the industrial 
cities’ factories, and the 
agreement stipulates that 
the first such liaison office 
will he opened at Al Has- 
san Industrial City near 
Irbid with others to follow. 

Jordan currently has two 
industrial cities: Sahab 

Industrial City near Amman 
and Al Hassan Industrial 
City near Irbid but the JIEC 
plans to open industrial 
cities in Karak and other 
govemorates. 

The agreement provides 
for JUST to provide consul- 
tancy and technical services 
and also to organise train- 
ing courses and workshops 
for the benefit of industrial 
cities’ business managers. 

In addition JUST will 
assume the manufacturing 
of furniture, spare pans and 
industrial casts, for the 
spare parrs, to be used in 
the industrial cities for a 
nominal fee. 


The agreement also pro- 
vides for engineers working 
for industrial businesses to 
participate in teaching 
JUST courses and scientific 
seminars and to help organ- 
ise industrial fairs inside 
the university for JUST stu- 
dents. 

The two sides will also 
cooperate in environmental 
protection measures while 
JUST conducts regular lab- 
oratory tests on drinking 
and wastewater in these 
industrial cities. 

The two sides also agreed 
that the industrial cities' 
workers and officials might 
receive medical treatment 
at the JUST hospital under 
a special medical insurance 
plan. 

Nearly 400 ndustrial 
businesses arc currently 
housed in the Sahab and Al 
Hassan industrial cities 
employing more than 
12.000 workers. 
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Dole to make last ditch 
effort in today’s debate 


ALBUQUERQUE. New 
Mexico (AFP) — Republi- 
can presidential candidate 
Bob Dole vowed to pull out 
all the stops the next time he 
debates President Bill 
Clinton, hoping to cut into 
his commanding lead in the 
polls. 

After prodding from his 
advisers, the 73-year-old 
former senator admitted 
Monday he had been " too 
easy" on Mr. Clinton during 
their first televised debate 
Oct. 6. but promised to give 
him "hell” when they meet 
Wednesday night in San 
Diego. California. 

That means Sen. Dole will 
grill Mr. Clinton in front of 
millions of viewers on the 
different scandals that have 
hit his administration, inc- 
luding Travelgate, Filegate, 
Whitewater and the latest 
allegations Unking him to 


improper campaign contri- 
butions from a wealthy In- 
donesian banking family. 

Sen. Dole steered clear of 
the so called “character is- 
sue" during the first tele- 
vised debate, from which 
Mr. Clinton emerged as the 
more convincing of the two 
in public opinion surveys. 

Sen. Dole’s running mare, 
former Housing Secretary 
Jack Kemp. 61, was equally 
polite during his televised 
debate with Vice-President 
AJ Gore. Mr. Kemp said 
persona] attacks were 
"beneath" Sen. Dole and 
himself. 

But after the debates left 
Mr. Clinton's double-digit 
lead over Sen. Dole practi- 
cally unscathed. Sen. Dole 
decided to make Mr. 
Clinton’s ethics in govern- 
ment the main target of his 
attacks. 


In Albuquerque, where 
Mr. Clinton has been cram- 
ming since Sunday for his 
second face-off with Sen. 
Dole, the White House has 
shrugged off the Republican 
rival's threats. 

Spokesman Michael 
McCurry ■ branded Sen. 
Dole’s decision to play the 
scandal card "desperation 
politics", stemming from 
his lack of a political plan. 

Three weeks ‘■before the 
presidential elections, the 
political pulse, as measured 
Tuesday in a USA Today- 
CNN survey, gave Mr. 
Clinton a whopping 54-36 
per cent lead over Sen. 
Dole. 

"‘It certainly would take a 
miracle" for Sen. Dole to 
carry the Nov. 5 vote. James 
Thurber, American Univer- 
sity presidential studies di- 
rector, told AFP. 



Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole greets supporters following a brief 
stopover in Kansas City Monday. Sen. Dole travelled to California to prepare for the 
next presidential debate Wednesday (Reuter photo) 


Mr. Clinton has practical- 
ly impenetrable armour for 
any election: a healthy U.S. 
economy. 

“The attack on character 
is the only avenue open for 
Dole," said Mr. Thurber. 
"There is no other issue," he 
said, adding that Sen. 
Dole’s proposed 15 per cent 
tax cut has not caught on 
with the public. 

The expert said the scan- 
dal card could easily back- 
fire on Sen. Dole, since low 
unemployment and crime 
far outweighed ethical is- 
sues for Americans, despite 
their doubts on Mr. Clin- 
ton's integrity. 

“All these character issues 
do not affect their life. They 
care about the economy and 
other things like crime." Mr. 
Thurber said. 

“He is really in a tight 
spot," he added referring to 
Sen. Dole. “Americans do 
not like mudslinging and 
negative attacks." 

In addition, an opinion 
poll last weekend showed 
that half the voters ar large 
and nearly one third of 
Republicans already consid- 
er Sen. Dole's campaign too 
negative for their taste. 

So while Sen. Dole has lit- 
tle room to maneuver in San 
Diego, Mr. Clinton has it 
relatively easy: Sound posi- 
tive and presidential, while 
stressing that after inter- 
minable probes by Congress 
and the Justice Department 
he remains squeaky clean. 

On a personal level, Mr. 
Clinton has a natural advan- 
tage over Sen. Dole in pub- 
lic debates. As opposed to 
their first head-to-head en- 
counter, Wednesday’s de- 
bate will take the form of a 
joint press conference, open 
to questions from the pub- 
lic. 


15 shot as demolition protest 
turns into mob violence in India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Ar 
least 15 people suffered 
gunshot wounds and scores 
were injured after thou- 
sands of protestors fought a 
five-hour battle with police 
here Tuesday. 

Violence erupted after a 
bulldozer was brought in to 
demolish illegal houses and 
shops in the poorer district 
of Dabri in the west of the 
city. 

Police tried to disperse the 
crowd with batons and rear 
gas but were attacked -by 
around 5,000 protestors 
armed with rocks and 


stones. 

Police then opened fire as 
the crowd firebombed sev- 
eral buildings and vehicles. 

Around 6,000 police were 
called in to quell the riot 
and remove ban-icades. 
Sixteen officers and two fire 
fighters were reported 
injured. 

U.S. Chillar, the division- 
al fire officer, said: "The 
mob firebombed a fire 
brigade truck, injuring the 
driver badly." a police con- 
trol room spokeswoman 
had said earlier: "The situa- 
tion is getting out of con- 


trol. The mob is setting fire 
to everything in sight" 

The injured were taken to 
the state-run Deen Dayal 
Upadhaya Hospital nearby. 
There were no reports of 
their condition. 

Nine people had to be res- 
cued from a Delhi develop- 
ment authority office after it 
was set on fire. 

The New Delhi adminis- 
tration has been engaged in 
a massive drive to demolish 
illegal constructions which 
have mushroomed across 
the city of 10 million peo- 
ple. 


Sri Lankan Tamil Tigers resume 
killings as leader faces charges 


COLOMBO (.AFP) — 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
have shot dead a civilian 
after tying him to a lamp- 
post in northern Sri Lanka 
in a bid to discourage 
informants from collabo- 
rating with security forces, 
the military said Tuesday. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) carried out the 
summary killing at 
Thinnaveli. on the Jaffna 
peninsula. Monday and 
left a note near the body 
saying it was the punish- 
ment for traitors. 

Officials said the shoot- 
ing was reminiscent of 
lamp-post kil lings carried 
out by the LTTE in the 
early 1980s when they 
systematically eliminated 
members of rival Tamil 
groups bidding for leader- 
ship of the separatist cam- 
paign. 

“There has been several 
incidents of Tiger infiltra- 
tors terrorising villagers," 
a military official here 
said. 

“These things are clearly 
designed to prevent infor- 
mation being passed on to 
the military." 

Security forces captured 
Jaffna , the main bastion of 
the LTTE, in December 
after seven weeks of fight- 
ing but' die military has 
said hundreds of Tigers 
remain in hiding in the 
area. 


"Hie lamp-post killing 
coincided with the state 
attorney general filing 
charges against the Tiger 
supremo on a record 712 
counts in connection with 
the Jan. 31 bombing of the 
Central Bank here. 

Officials said the lamp- 
post killings may also be 
intended to prevent Tamil 
civilians giving evidence 
against Prabhakaran , who 
is named as the main 
accused in the bank bomb- 
ing which killed 91 people 
and wounded 1 .400. 

Prabhakaran. who turns 
42 next month, is charged 
together with nine of his 
closest aides under the 
tough Prevention of 
Terrorism Act (PTA) 
before the Colombo high 
court officials said. 

It is almost certain a 
summons will not be 
served on Prabhakaran, 
who is believed to be hid- 
ing somewhere in. . the 
island’s north-east and 
leading a protracted cam- 
paign for a separate state 
called Eelam. 

Officials say the case is 
more of an academic exer- 
cise that could pave the 
way for a formal ban on 
the group, which has 
earned a reputation as one 
of the world's deadliest 
guerrilla organisations. 

The United States has 
dubbed the ltte a terrorist 
organisation and is plan- 


ning action to prevent 
international funding for 
the group, which has 
offices in 42 countries. 

Analysts saw Monday’s 
action by Sri Lanka's 
attorney general as a pre- 
lude to outlawing the 
LTTE and mounting inter- 
national pressure for a 
global crackdown against 
the Tigers. 

There has be en no reac- 
tion from the LTTE to the 
court action against 
Prabhakaran. who faces 
similar charges before an 
Indian court for the assas- 
sination of former Indian 
Premier Rajiv Gandhi in 
1991. 

Although the LTTE has 
been fighting security 
forces for decades, the 
Tigers are not formally 
banned in Sri Lanka. 

The Tiger chief also car- 
ries a- prize of S 1/2 mil- 
lion on his head, the high- 
est reward offered for the 
arrest of any. fugitive in Sri 
Lanka. 

The bombing of the 
Central Bank came a 
month after security forces 
captured the LTTE's main 
bastion of Jaffna in the 
north of the country fol- 
lowing a ferocious battle 
which killed an estimated 
3,000 rebels and 500 gov- 
ernment troops. 


China tells 
U.S. to 
stay out of 
islands 
dispute 

BEIJING (R) — China 
hinted Tuesday the United 
States should not intervene 
in a dispute berween China 
and Japan over a group of 
islands in the East China 
Sea. 

"This is an issue between 
China and Japan and no 
third party may intervene 
in this matter," Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Sben 
Guofang said at a briefing. 

Mr. Shen was asked to 
comment on a U.S. con- 
gressional report that urged 
Washington to defend the 
islands on the basis of a 
U.S.-Japan security pact. 
The islands are claimed by 
Beijing and Taipei as the 
Diaoyus and by Tokyo as 
the Senkakus. 

“The U.S.-Japan security 
pact is a bilateral defence 
arrangement and cannot 
exceed this scope,” Mr. 
Sben said. 

“If it exceeds this bilater- 
al scope or is targeted at the 
interests of a third party, it 
will certainly cause uneasi- 
ness and vigilance among 
neighbouring Asian coun- 
tries. including China, and 
bring complicated factors 
into regional security." he 
said. 

Mr. Shen reiterated the 
islands were an inseparable 
part of China. 

Japan's claim to the unin- 
habited islands has trig- 
gered anti-Japanese de- 
monstrations in Hong 
Kong and Taiwan since a 
Japanese right-wing group 
built a makeshift light- 
house on one of the islands 
in July. 

Emotions were fanned last 
month when a Hong Kong 
activist drowned after he 
jumped into srormy waters 
around the island to demon- 
strate Chinese claims. 

Japan has sought to calm 
passions in the dispute and 
asked China and Japan to 
prevent a recurrence of the 
landings. 



Indonesian President Suharto (left) shakes hands with East Timorese Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Bishop Carlos Belo (right) during a rare visit to East Timor Tuesday. A 
witness said that President Suharto and Bishop Belo appeared not to exchange any 
words. Mr. Suharto visited the territory to inaugurate a number of development pro- 
jects including a 27 metre high statue of Jesus Christ (Reuter photo) 

Suharto visits East Timor, 
meets Nobel-winning bishop 


DILI, East Timor (R) — 
Indonesian President Suhar- 
to shook hands perfunctori- 
ly with Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Bishop Carlos Belo 
during a rare visit to East 
Timor Tuesday but the two 
did not exchange words, 
witnesses said. 

President Suharto flew for 
a brief visit to the troubled 
territory to inaugurate deve- 
lopment projects and a 27- 
metre high statue of Jesus 
Christ, said to be the tallest 
outside Rio De Janeiro in 
Brazil. 

It was his third visit to the 
Catholic-dominated former 
Portuguese colony, annexed 
by mainly Muslim Indo- 
nesia two decades ago after 
a military invasion. 

Bishop Belo, Catholic 
bishop of East Timor, and 
self-exiled East Timor resis- 
tance leader Jose Ramos- 
Horta were jointly awarded 
the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize 
Friday for their role “to- 
wards a just and peaceful 
solution to the conflict" in 
the territory. 

In Sydney, Ramos-Horta 
dismissed President Suh- 
arto’s visit to his homeland 
as a publicity stunt. 

He said the people of East 
Timor needed no help from 
Indonesia to build statues of 
Christ and added that the 
statue’s height was a refer- 
ence to the 27 provinces 
claimed by Indonesia — 
including East Timor. 

President Suharto signed 
brass plaques inaugurating 
projects to build bridges and 
roads and the statue at a cer- 
emony held at the seafront 
office of East Timor's 
Jakarta-appointed governor. 

Bishop Belo, who was 
seated among dignitaries to 
the president's right, was 
pushed forward by officials 
to the Dais. President Suh- 
arto briefly shook hands 
with him without saying 
anything. 

President Suharto shook 
Bishop Belo’s hand again 
on emerging from a display 
of the projects but again no 
words passed between 
them. 

Pietro Sambi, the papal . 
nuncio, sat beside Bishop 
Belo during the ceremony 
and confirmed there had 
been no exchange of words 
between the two. 

However he pointed out 
that Bishop Belo was 
accompanying the president 
on a helicopter ride over the 
Christ statue, built on a 


headland overlooking Dili 
Bay. 

Indonesia has expressed 
indignation over the Nobel 
award to Ramos-Horta. 
calling him a political 
opportunist. It has avoided 
comment on Bishop Belo. 
who has had to walk a 
tightrope between the terri- 
tory's administrators and 
his flock. 

Security was tight during 
President Suharto's visit to 
prevent any pro-indepen- 
dence demonstration by 
Timorese. Troops and 
police lined the route from 
the airport to the governor's 
office, a two-storey white 
Portuguese colonial build- 
ing facing the sea. 

Guests were screened by 
security guards and the pub- 
lic was kept outside the low 
iron railing outside rhe 
parking lot of the office. 

Scattered groups of peo- 
ple lined the route from the 
airport, standing in the 
shade of trees and banana 
thickets. The ceremony was 
held under a blazing sun 
with a breeze stirring the 
red and white Indonesian 
flags flying from govern- 
ment buildings. 

President Suharto gave a 
brief speech in which he did 
not mention Bishop Belo or 
the Nobel award, bur said 
that Indonesia's state phi- 
losophy recognised all reli- 
gions. 

“The freedom of religion 
is a very basic right, 
because it is directly linked 
with human dignity." he 
said."Religious complexity’ 
is a potential strength that 
we can use to boost devel- 
opment.” - 

Earlier, Bishop Belo was 
greeted by members of 
President Suharto’s delega- 
tion, including State Secr- 
etary Murdiono. armed 
forces Chief General Feisal 
Tanjung and the ministers 
for religious 'affairs, public 
works and the interior. 

Gen. Tanjung warmly 
shook Bishop Belo's hand 
and sat next to him during 
the ceremony, witnesses 
said. 

Meanwhile, the leader of 
Indonesia's largest Islamic 
organisation predicted that 
attacks inflamed by reli- 
gious passions, like those 
on churches in East Java 
last week, could recur. 

Abdurrahman Wahid, 
head of the 30-million 
strong Nahdlatul Ularaa, 
told Reuters in an interview 


that intolerance was the root 
cause behind the arson 
attacks on up to 25 churches 
around Sirubondo in East 
Java after a Muslim mob 
was angered by a court 
hearing in a blasphemy- 
case. 

Church groups in Sura- 
baya say six people were 
killed in the attacks, al- 
though police say only five 
people, including a pastor, 
his wife and two children, 
died when they • were 
trapped in a burning church. 

“It will happen again as 
long as we are not ready to 
change our orientation in 
leading the Islamic commu- 
nity'." Mr. Wahid said. 

Some Muslim leaders pro- 
moted a strong brand of 
nationalism which derided 
other religions and inflamed 
intolerance, Mr. Wahid said. 
He did not mention any 
names. 

“The community should 
be re-oriented by its leaders 
towards tolerance and 
mutual understanding with 
other religions, to accept 
other religions and to be at 
home with pluralism in reli- 
gion." he said. 

.Around 85 per cent of 
Indonesia’s pdpulation of 
more than 195 million peo- 
ple are followers of Islam. 
The state ideology Panca- 
sila promotes religious tol- 
erance and recognises five 
main religions. 

Cardinal Julius Darmaat- 
madja. head of the bishops' 
conference of Indonesia, 
said in a statement sent to 
Reuters Tuesday that he 
regretted that dissatisfaction 
and anger on one issue 
could lead to the destruction 
of places of worship and the 
killing of people. 

“This event underlines 
that at this moment we are 
at a low point in the respect 
of others, including their 
property and religion." 
Darmaatmadja said. 

The riots started after a 
crowd of angry Muslims 
reacted violently and 
attacked a courthouse after 
prosecutors sought a maxi- 
mum five-year jail term for 
a man accused of blasphem- 
ing islam. The crowd had 
called for the death sen- 
tence. 

After destroying the court J 
house, the crowd attacked 
churches after rumours 
were spread that the 
accused. Mohammad Saleh, 
a Muslim, had taken sanctu- 
ary in a church. 


Corruption rife in Burmese 
health care system — Suu Kyi 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Burmese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi charged 
in a column published Tues- 
day that corruption was rife 
in Burma’s health care sys- 
tem, saying patients had to 
bribe doctors to receive 
medical treatment. 

Aung San Suu Kyi. in a 
column printed in the nation 
newspaper, said that while 
health care was ostensibly 
free in Burma, patients were 
increasingly having to pay 
for their own supplies and 
bribe hospital staff. 

"Patients not only have to 
make their own arrange- 
ments for getting the neces- 
sary medical supplies, they 
also have to bribe hospital 
staff in order to receive a 


satisfactory service," she 
wrote. 

While the outspoken 
Nobe! Peace Prize laureate 
did not blatantly point the 
finger of blame at the gov- 
ernment she said that the 
dismal situation in Burma's 
hospitals was “largely due 
to maladministration." 

Aung San Suu Kyi added 
that a similar situation cur- 
rently existed within the 
school system, with teach- 
ers selling off grades and 
examination questions. 

She said that teachers 
were no longer held in 
respect in Burma, and that 
low pay in stare-run institu- 
tions was forcing employ- 
ees to resort to under-the- 
table payments in order to 


make ends meet. 

“State employees who 
have not become pan of the 
syndrome ot daily corrup- 
tion ... are unable to main- 
tain a standard of living 
appropriate to their fac- 
tions. : Aung San Suu Kvi 
sajd. 1 

Rangoon based analysts 
say that many state empioyl 
ees are being squeezed by 
rising inflation as Burma's 
rickety economy begins to 
gain steam. 

Aung San Suu Kvi has 
repeatedly attacked the ruling 
State Law and Order Resto- 
ration Council (SLORC) for 

mis . rnana gement 
and a failure to invest in J 0D * 

term projects such as edi- 
tion and health care 


Actor Dirk 
Bogarde suffers 
stroke 

LONDON (R) — Sir Dirk 
Bogarde, one of Britain’s 
leading film actors who 
then can ed himself a suc- 
cessful career as a writer, ■ 
has suffered a stroke at the 
age of 75. The star of The 
Servant and Death In 
Venice went into hospital 
for an operation to ease cir- 
culation problems but then 
was hit by a stroke which 
has affected his left side. 
His nephew. Brock Van 
Den Bogaerde, told 
reporters Monday that the 
actor was progressing well 
and that doctors expected 
him to make a full "recov- 
ery. Bogarde, who first shot 
to fame as a matinee idol in 
the Doctor In The House 
comedy films, later won 
fame as a writer with seven 
volumes of autobiography 
and six novels. Total sales 
have topped one million. 

Italy to encourage * 
teaching of ‘pop’ 
music 

TURIN. Italy (AFP) - 
The Italian government 
will draft legislation by 
next February’ to encourage 
the teaching and playing of 
“pop" music. Culture 
Minister Walter Veltroni 
said here at Turin’s first 
music fair. “Pop music 
must go into schools and 
the story of the Beatles 
should become a matter for 
study." said Veltroni, 41. 
He said the proposed law 
would not only Facilitate 
reaching of popular music 
but would help bars or 
small public halls to pro- 
vide space for young 
groups of amateur musi- 
cians. “We must also build 
new premises," he said. 
Last week, the Italian gov- 
ernment approved a bill to 
toughen penalties for 
record pirating. Mr. 

Ventroni said sales of coun- 
terfeit recordings were put 
at more than 200 billion 
lira (S 131 million) a year in 
ftdiy. “About 21.5 million 
pirated cassettes and 

records are 'in rircukftion 
representing a loss of 33 
per cent for the legal mar- 
ket” he said. 

Better late than 
never,... 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
postcard from a lawyer 
his client in India took * 
years to reach its destin 
tion — by which time bo 
men had died, the Pre 
Trust of India (PTI) repoi 
ed Tuesday. The card wi 
posted by lawyi 
Jagaruiath Rao in the eas 
em town of Berehampur c 
March 3. 1948. less than 
year after India ended W 
centuries of British coli 
nial rule. It was address* 
to Saudagar Ayub Khan « 
Raulkonda town, no 
known as Bhanjan Naga 
about 80 kilometres awa 
It reached the destinaiic 
on Oct. 7 this year - 
effectively covering a avei 
age of around four metres 
day during its maratho 
journey. The postcard cai 
ried a stamp of Kin, 
George V. PTI said both th 
sender and addressee “ar 
no more." ft did not specif 
what had caused the delay 

Scientists claim 
‘breakthrough’ in K> 
alligator taming 

BEIJING (AFP) - 

Scientists in eastei 

China’s Anhui provinc 
have made a “breal 
tiuxmgh” in the taming t 
alligators, allowing them t 
perform daring stunts, di 
Xinhua News Agenc 
reported Tuesday. Aft* 
training adult aliigatffl 
weighing 30 to 50 Idle 
grammes since the begin 
ning of the year, tbe tamer 
can safely sleep, “dance 
and play fight with the anl 
mals. the official agenc 
said. The specimens used 
which normally inhabit tb 
lower and middle reacbe 
of the Yangtze River, an 
members of a first-clas 
protected species in China 
The number of alligators ji 
the country has risen fiifo 
500 ten years ago to soflM 
5.000. it said. The tamiifl 
work is being done at at 
alligator breeding researd 
centre established in 1983- 
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-TOKYO (R) — A major 
opinion poQ' forecast for the 
first time TYtesday that 
Prime Minister Ryu taro Ha- 
shimoto's Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP) could win 
an outright majority in Ja- 
pan’s general election Sun- 
day. 

The poll’s finding after 
weeks of forecasts that no 
party would win a majority 
signalled a possible end to 
two years of LDP-led coali- 
tion rule in Japan. 

The poll of 150,000 voters 
conducted by the business 
daily Nihon Keizai Shim- 
bun at the weekend showed 
the LDP was likely to have 
a simple majority of 251 
seats, and possibly more, in 
the 500-seat lower house of 
parliament. 


Such a result would return 
the Conservative LDP to the 
position of sole power it 
held for nearly four decades 
until the last election in 
1993 ousted it from power 
and ushered in a period of 
revolving-door coalition 
rule. 

The LDP held 211 lower 
house seats when parlia- 
ment was dissolved earlier 
this month. It ruled in coali- 
tion with the Socialists and 
the Sakigake Party, an LDP 
splinter group. 

The poll found voters ap- 
peared to be turning against 
Japan's main opposition 
group, Shinshinto (the New 
Frontier Party), which ir 
said would scruggle to 
maintain its present^ number 
of 160 seats. 


The Democratic Party, 
formed only last month by 
defectors from the two 
smaller parties lhar were in 
the ruling coalition, was 
doing well and could win 52 
seats, the poll said. 

Sunday’s election will be 
the first held under a new 
electoral system in which 
300 members of the lower 
house will be chosen in sin- 
gle-sent constituencies, 
while 200 will be elected 
through proportional repre- 
sentation decided by party 
strength. 

A record 1,503 candidates 
are running. 

If the poll result is home 
oul it would mark a victory 
for Mr. Hashimoto in his 
determination to stick with 
an unpopular plan to inc- 


rease the current ihree-per 
cent sales tax to five per 
cent from April. 

Shinshinto leader Ichiro 
Ozawa has tried to woo vot- 
ers with promises of a cut in 
income tux and a pledge to 
delay a rise in the sales tax 
for several years. 

Political analysts said the 
apparent late surge by the 
LDP indicated that the or- 
ganisational strength of the 
party was still intact despite 
the past three years of tur- 
moil. 

They said voters might 
also be deciding that the 
time had come to return to 
strong and undivided lead- 
ership to tackle the problem 
of the country's sluggish 
economic growth. 


Populist N. Zealand leader could swing 
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WELLINGTON (R> ^ 
Populist New Zealand first 
leader Winston Peters kept 
the country guessing Tues- 
day by offering equal odds 
on a coalition deal with the 
right or left. 

The charismatic Maori 
politician, breaking virtual 
silence since Saturday's in- 
conclusive election, said the 
chances of teaming up with 
the Conservative National 
Party or centre-left Labour 
were about even. 

He said his party would 
negotiate with both sides, 
and it would not necessarily 
be harmful if the process 
dragged on until Christmas. 
‘It’s better to take time to 
get it right," he said. 

National, in power since 
1990, won 53 seats together 
with its allies and remains 
in power as a caretaker gov- 


ernment until a new coali- 
tion is formed. Labour and 
the left-wing alliance won a 
total of 50 seats. 

Both the main parties 
have declared their aim of 
forming a government with 
support from New Zealand 
first’s 17 MPs. Peters has 
said he expects a “bidding 
war" over policy. 

The new parliament is due 
to meet by Dec. 13. If no 
stable government can be 
formedT new elections 
would eventually be req- 
uired. 

Mr. Peters said he would 
be negotiating with Natio- 
nal and Labour at about the 
same time in what he called 
a “dual negotiating pro- 
cess." He expected talks to 
start next week. 

“We are ready to go,” Mr. 
Peters said. 


“We have a political sys- 
tem. a new' one. and we in- 
tend and are determined to 
make it work. We want to 
secure an outcome that 
builds a strong export-led 
economy and addresses the 
outstanding social problems 
that are effecting New 
Zealand.” 

He said his priorities 
would be to uplift the un- 
derclass. give every child 
the education and health- 
care needed to prepare them 
for life, treat the elderly 
fairly and attack a crisis in 
the mental health system. 

New Zealand first won 13 
per cent of the vote at the 
election, but was drawing 
30 per cent in February after 
promising to cut immigra- 
tion to the bone. Mr. Peters 
has denied targeting Asian 
immigrants. 


right or left 

Asked what message he 
had for Asians concerned 
about his party's position. 
Mr. Peters said they should 
examine ihe immigration 
policies of Asian countries. 

“If they find a more liber- 
al one than New Zealand's, 
let me know what it is." he 
said. 

Mr. Peters pleaded for 
patience and culm from the 
financial markets, but said 
the New Zealand currency 
was too high for an export- 
led recovery — a comment 
which immediately pro- 
voked a sell-down. 

He criticised the central 
bank policies of both Natio- 
nal and Labour and said the 
current inflation target of 
zero to two per cent was no 
longer "respectable." 


Better latethsr 
never.... 
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Madonna 
becomes 
a mother 

LOS ANGELES <R) — Pop 
..St^r,. Madonna, whose often 
; outrageous sexuality - has 
been a staple of-her climb to 
pop-culture stardom, cele- 
brated the more traditional 
role of motherhood Mon- 
day. 

She gave birth to a six- 
pound. nine-ounce (2.97 ki- 
los) baby girl, named 
Lourdes Maria Ciccone 
Leon, her publicist Liz Ro- 
senberg said. 

~ ' She said the "healthy baby 
girl" was bom at 4:01 p.m. 
(2301 GMT) at the Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Los 
Angeles. 

“Mother Madonna Cic- 
cone, father Carlos Leon 
and their daughter are ail 
^ resting comfortably," she 

- said in a statement. “We 

would like to thank every- 
one for their kind wishes." 

Ms. Rosenberg added that 
'. there would be “absolutely" 
no further information re- 
leased and declined to say 
whether the birth was natur- 
al or by caesarean-section. 

It is the first child for Ma- 
donna, 38. The father. Cu- 
ban-born Carlos Leon, 30, 
is a personal trainer to the 
pop singer and actress. They 
have not said if they will 
many. 

“He’s not a movie star, 
you know. Everyone does- 
n't have to be. He's the man 
in her life and they met 
___ about a year and a half ago 
;|j } in New York,” Ms. Rosen- 
berg said at the time the 
pregnancy was announced 
in April while Madonna was 
filming “Evita” in Buda- 
pest. Hungary. 

Earlier Madonna said 
half-jokingly on television 
that she planned to find a 
suitable candidate for "the 
fatherhood gig" by taking 
out a personal ad. 

But she did not use leon as 
a “stud service," she says in 
November’s Vanity Fair 
magazine and did not get 
pre gnan t for “shock value. 

“I realise that these are all 
comments made by persons 
who cannot live with the 
idea that something good is 
happening to me,” the 
Michigan-born entertainer 
said. 

In an interview with a 
Colombian newspaper this 
summer. Madonna said she 
hoped to raise her child in 
her religion as “a good 
Catholic," and had not yet 
decided whether to marry 
the father of her child. 

“I don’t know. I love Juan 
Carlos hut that doesn’t 
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Pop star Madonna performs Best Original Song nominee Sooner Or Later from Dick 
TVacv at Academy Awards. Madonna gave birth to a 2.97 kilogramme girl named 
Lourdes Maria Ciccone Leon at the Hospital of Good Samaritans in Los Angeles 
Monday. The child’s father is Carlos Leon, her personal physical trainer (Reuter 

photo) 




mean that I’m going to mar- 
ry him.” she told El Tiempo. 

Asked why she had decid- 
ed to have his baby, she 
said: “I have to work for 
someone in life. 1 needed 
something that’s mine that I 
can be proud of." 

Asked about rumours of 
her alleged lesbian love 
affairs, the flamboyant pop 
star told the newspaper “the 
funny thing is 1 don't like 
women. What really drives 
me crazy are men." 

Her fame is founded on a 
string of hits but the notori- 
ety Slat explains much of 
her runaway success rests 
unapologetically on munch 
— relentless bodily expo- 


sure and a celebratory invo- 
cation of sex in various 
forms. 

Madonna Veronica Louise 
Ciccone had flings with se- 
veral Hollywood stars, inc- 
luding Warren Beatty, and 
was married to actor/direc- 
tor Sean Penn. 

Flamboyant basketball star 
Dennis Rodman also wrote in 
graphic detail about his affair 
with Madonna, sparking a 
host of late-night TV jokes 
about her sexual appetite for 
athletes. 

In 1992, she published a 
photo album called “Sex,” 
packed with pictures of her- 
self acknowledging aspects 
of sexual behaviour includ- 


ing sado-masochism and 
lesbianism. “Erotica,” the 
record that followed, was 
laced with bedroom moan- 
ing. 

Before these came Truth 
Or Dare (titled In Bed With 1 
Madonna in Europe), a no- 
holds-banred documentary 
of the singer on tour. 

On record, she loved to 
shock. She performed her 
first hit, the suggestive Like 
A Virgin as a pouting bride 
Material Girl was a paean to 
empty materialism Papa 
Don't Preach about teen 
pregnancy and the videg. of 
Like A Prayer upset the 
Catholic Church with reli- 
gious and sexual imagery. 


Northern Ireland talks make 
breakthrough on agenda 


BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Ireland's peace talks were 
finally set to get off the 
ground Tuesday after politi- 
cal parties made the first 
breakthrough in four 
months of wrangling and set 
a basic agenda. 

The first substantive ne- 
gotiation was to be held la- 
ter in the day against a 
background of renewed ten- 
sion across the British 
province caused by a week- 
old rRA guerrilla attack on 
Britain's army base at 
Lisburn, south of Belfast. 

The talks group all Nor- 
thern Ireland's pro-British 
and pro-Irish parties except 
Sinn Fein, excluded be- 
cause of the failure of its 
IRA guerrilla allies to renew 
a 17-month ceasefire. 

This means parties will 
discuss ways to get guerrilla 
groups to surrender their 
weapons while the Irish Re- 
publican Army, whose war 
against British rule lies at 
the heart of the conflict, is 


not represented. 

Progress was seen deep- 
ening the isolation of Sinn 
Fein, whose IRA allies re- 
ject any preconditions for 
talks and refuse to discuss 
dismantling their arms 
stockpiles. 

But it would enhance the 
credentials of two small po- 
litical parties representing 
the IRA's arch-foes, loyalist 
groups who waged a 27- 
year war of terror against 
the Catholic Community to 
avenge IRA attacks, dele- 
gates said. 

Loyalist militia have so 
far stuck by a two-year-old 
ceasefire and have not retal- 
iated for last week’s IRA 
bombing of the Lisburn 
Base, the first IRA attack in 
Northern Ireland itself for 
two years. 

Their spokesmen in the 
Progressive Unionist Party 
(PUP) and Ulster Democra- 
tic Party* (UDP), drawn into 
the political process for the 
first time in years, have 


appealed to the guerrillas 
not ro wreck fragile hopes 
of peace by avenging the 
IRA attack. 

Delegates said the break- 
through was made possible 
by agreement between se- 
ven out of nine parties on 
how to tackle the surrender 
of arms held by guerrilla 
groups, the issue which has 
dogged an Anglo-Irish 
peace process for two years. 

But the issue remained 
theoretical because both the 
IRA and loyalist guerrillas 
have said disarmament can 
only take pJ3ce as pan of an 
overall settlement reconcil- 
ing pro-British unionist and 
Irish nationalists. 

The parties will discuss 
how guerrilla groups could 
carry out so-called decom- 
missioning of their arsenals 
in stages as the talks prog- 
ress, an idea first floated by 
their U.S. chairman, former 
Senator George MiLchell. 

“As a result of this agree- 
ment there will be substan- 


tive discussions oil decom- 
missioning at an early 
dale," David Trimble, lea- 
der of (he Ulster Unionist 
Party (UUPi, the main 
voice ol continued British 
rule, told reporters. 

The talks have been 
bogged down since they 
were launched by Britain 
and Ireland in June under 
the chairmanship of Mi- 
tchell. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's Ireland adviser. 

Unionist parlies, which 
want the province to stay 
British, suspected Mitchell 
of favouring their Irish na- 
tionalist rival, t lie Social 
Democratic and Labour 
Party (SDLP). 

They sought to rewrite the 
terms of his chairmanship 
and define the rules of pro- 
cedure in moves which pre- 
vented any discusMon at all 
of Northern Ireland’s future 
until now. 


Police seize 
disk in 
Berlusconi 
bugging 
case 

ROME (R) — Italian 
police Monday seized a 
computer disk in which an 
anonymous person claimed 
to have made a bugging 
device found in former 
Prime Minister Silvio Ber- 
lusconi’s office, state tele- 
vision reported. 

RAI television said that 
the floppy disk was sent to 
a Rome-based news agency 
by a man who said he was 
an electronics enthusiast 
who made recording de- 
vices" V 

' The report said the sender 
saw 'media mogul Berlus- 
coni display the matchbox- 
sized device on television 
and recognised one of his 
creations, allegedly com- 
missioned by an unnamed 
deputy from the Lazio 
region about a month ago. 

A lawyer for Mr. Berlus- 
coni earlier made a formal 
complaint about the bug, 
whose discovery has 
caused uproar in Italy, 
while politicians prepared 
to debate the affair. 

Lawyer Giuseppe De Lu- 
ca deposited two pages of 
documents containing 
details of how the bug was 
found. 

“The fact is very serious 
since, in my role as a par- 
liamentarian, under Article 
68 of the constitution 1 can- 
not be subjected to eaves- 
dropping of any sort with- 
out the prior approval of 
the chamber of deputies,’* 
Mr. Berlusconi wrote. 

The leaders of the various 
parties in the centre-left 
coalition Monday dis- 
cussed the bugging issue 
with signs of disagreement 
on whether parliamentary 
debate should be limited to 
the bugging or amplified to 
discuss judicial activities. 

Mr. Berlusconi, whose 
global business empire inc- 
ludes a controlling interest 
in Italy’s three main private 
television stations, told a 
news conference in Rome 
Friday thar’a sweep of his 
office had detected the bug 
Wednesday. 

The revelation sparked 
immediate outrage across 
the parliamentary divide. 

Disgraced former Socia- 
list Prime Minister Bettino 
Craxi meanwhile ‘declared 
in a statement issued in 
Tunisia, where he is a fugj- 
tive, that the affair was 
merely the “latest link in a 
chain of illegality.” 

Mr. De Luca said Mr. 
Berlusconi had yet to hand 
over the bug, described by 
some experts as amateur- 
ish, and had “no specific 
suspicions in any particular 
direction” about who plant- 
ed it 

Referring to the possibili- 
ty of “deviant offshoots” of 
official bodies being res- 
ponsible for the device. Mr. 
De Luca said it was incon- 
ceivable to think of “a seri- 
ous institution violating a 
principle of democratic 
law.” 


Taiwan nuclear power plant 
sparks parliament clashes 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of opponents and sup- 
porters of a controversial 
nuclear power plant in Tai- 
wan clashed outside parlia- 
ment Tuesday while MPs 
barricaded the assembly to 
stop Premier Lien Chan get- 
ting in. 

Mr. Lien accused the op- 
position Democratic Prog- 
ressive Party of attempting 
to undermine democracy by 
stopping him getting to 
debare the $ 6.4 billion pro- 
ject. 

Around 7,000 anti-nuclear 
activists, who shouted “get 
lost, you murderers,” chal- 
lenged 13.000 supporters of 
the power plant massed 
outside parliament. 

More than. 5.000 police 1 
were used to'" separate rival 
groups as the demonstra- 
tion degenerated into fights. 

Some anti-nuclear acti- 
vists chased their rivals at 
the end of the protest. A pile 
of yellow caps worn by nuc- 
lear supporters was burned. 
There were also clashes at 
the site of the propped 
plant at Kungliao. in Taipei 
county as police stopped 
activists from entering to 
sabotage ground work. 

The premier was sur- 
rounded by a wall of securi- 
ty guards and police as he 
forced his way through pro- 
testers to get to parliament. 

When he was unable to 
get through the parliament 
gate because of the opposi- 
tion MPs be angrily re- 
turned to his car and gave a 
thumbs down sign to the 
MPs. In Taiwan such a ges- 
ture is considered derogato- 
ry- 

Shouting “Lien Chan, get 
lost," the 30 DPP deputies, 
wearing headbands with 
anti-nuclear slogans, sat in 
front of a side gate into par- 
liament, holding hands to 
block Mr. Lien. 

Mr. Lien described the ac- 
tion of the 30 DPP deputies 
as “a dark moment for the 
development of democratic 
politics," according to gov- 
ernment spokesman Su Chi. 

Some 200 DPP officials, 
led by Chairman Hsu Hsin- 
Liang, waited at other gates 
for Mr. Lien in case he went 
to them. The ruling Kuo- 
rainiang (KMT) “is irre- 
sponsible, ignoring the safe- 
ty of the public." HSU said. 

“The building of the nuc- 
lear power plant is a major 
government policy and the 



Taiwan's Vice President and Premier Lien Chan gives a 
'thumbs down* sign just before entering his car to leave 
the parliament Tuesday. Mr. Lien, who was scheduled 
to appear before the parliament in support for Taiwan's 
fourth nuclear power plant project, was prevented 
from entering the parliament building by a blockade of 
opposition legislators who oppose the project (Reuter 
photo) 


general public is concerned 
about it. The premier has 
the right and obligation to 
address parliament and 
debate such a policy,” Su 
quoted Lien as saying. 

Mr. Lien, who is also ice 
president, said he should get 
respect from parliament. 
“Only reason, not violence, 
can convince others," he 
was quoted as saying in crit- 
icizing the MPs. 

Mr. Lien was to give a 
speech highlighting (he 
need for a fourth nuclear 
plant on the nationalist is- 
land because of the risk of 
shortages. The opposition 
overturned the project in 
parliament in May. But the 
cabinet has asked for this to 
be reversed. 

Under the parliament reg- 
ulations, the premier must 
address MPs on a case he 
wants reversed. 

After boycotts by opposi- 
tion MPs of the nuclear 
review debate, the speaker 
Liu Sung-fan announced 


that parliament will move to 
a vote on the project with- 
out further debate Friday. If 
two thirds of the 164-seat 
assembly vote against the 
2.700 Megawatt plant, Mr. 
Lien must fall in line with 
the decision or resign. 

Despite the parliamentary 
defeat in May, the Taiwan 
Power Company (Tai po- 
wer) went ahead and award- 
ed a SI. 79 billion contract 
to U.S.-based general elec- 
tric to supply a reactor and 
other equipment for the 
plant. 

Taipovver said in a state- 
ment Tuesday, call.ng for 
support from KMT MPs. it 
has already spent 6.1 billion 
Taiwan dollars ($221 mil- 
lion ) over the past decade 
on the project. 

It said it will also create 
an international dispute if 
parliament kills the project 
since GE has already been 
contracted to build uie reac- 
tor. 


Chechenya to hold local polls in January 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
The separatist Chechen 
leadership, retaking effec- 
tive control of the break- 
away province as Russian 
troops withdraw under a 
peace deal, plans to hold 
local elections next January, 
Interfax News Agency said 
Tuesday. 

Interfax also said the sep- 
aratists, evidently without 
Moscow’s approval, had 
finalised the line up of a 
“coalition government” in 
Chechenya. but it gave no 
details. 

Interfax said the poll deci- 


sion had been token at a 
meeting of top rebel com- 
manders late Monday. It did 
not make clear whether the 
polls would simply elect 
local councils in Chechen 
towns and villages or would 
choose a national leader as 
well. 

Moscow and the rebels 
struck a peace deal for the 
region on Aug. 31 under 
which Russia agreed to 
withdraw its forces in 
exchange for postponing 
any decision of the region’s 
future political status for 
five years. 


Moscow still rules out 
independence for 

Chechenya, but rebel leader 
Zelimkhan Yandarbivev has 
said repeatedly he will not 
give up the separatist snug- 
gle. 

A pro-Moscow govern- 
ment which had run die 
province since the start of 
conflict has been sidelined 
by the peace deal and its 
leader Doku Zavgayev is 
not involved in the latest 
rounds of negotiations 
between Moscow and the 
separatists. 
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Waiting for Netanyahu 

IT IS self-evident that His Majesty King Hussein’s 
visit to Jericho yesterday was intended to bolster 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's bargaining posi- 
tion with Israeli Prime Minister Deny ami n 
Netanyahu not only on the timing and wherewithals 
of redeployment In Hebron but on all outstanding 
issues in the Palestinian-Israeli track of negotiations 
as well. But in the process His Majesty also wanted 
to bolster the talks themselves since their success 
can onlybe assured by sound and equal partnership 
between the two negotiating sides. 

No doubt, the King wanted to drive home a clear, 
two-pronged message to Mr. Netanyahu. First and 
foremost, the Israeli government should under- 
stand that the Palestinian cause is no less a 
Jordanian one as well: secondly , that Israel should 
never miscalculate In supposing that it can pursue 
peace with one Arab party and frustrate it with 
another, all at the same time. “Your cause is ours," 

| the Monarch unequivocally told Mr. Arafat during 
the Palestinian leader's visit to Amman on Monday 
and afterwards. 

Throwing Jordan's weight behind the Palestinians 
especially during these trying times is not redundant 
nor is it a new game being played in town. Helping 
the Israelis and the Palestinians reach an equitable 
settlement is in Jordan's best strategic interests, 
over and above the fact that it is necessary' and 
essentia] for paving the way to a brighter future for 
all peoples in the region. 

The stalemate over the redeployment of Israeli 
forces out of Hebron, though it has acquired a new 
sense of urgency because its perpetuation could 
break the whole peace effort, is but a test of the 
resolve and commitment to what has to follow after- 
wards. Jordan’s determined intervention at this 
. point is not without a good cause, therefore. 

: r."the Hebroir jSsue has become a litmus test for the 
‘ entire dUureetion 6f the peace process and the symbol 
-df its success- or failure. 

• * It can be / argued that the Israeli prime minister 
does not comprehend the foil implications of failure 
in the negotiations on Hebron. But if he does, he is 
not doing enough to avert what might otherwise 
turn into a very serious crisis. 

If the King's visit to Jericho yesterday and his 
intensive talks with the Palestinian president over 
the past two days have not impressed upon the 
Israelis the seriousness of the situation we do not 
know what will and at what price there will be 
progress in the months and years ahead. 

We, however, continue to hope, like all peace-lov- 
ing people in the region do, that the "‘pleasant sur- 
prise" that Netanyahu promised during the 
Washington summit would come soon. The situation 
in the Palestinian territories, as the Israeli media 
tells us, is very volatile. And If the current 
Palestinian-Israeli talks did not produce positive 

• results soon then we are all heading towards the 
abyss. 

It is now really up to Netanyahu and his govern- 
ment to demonstrate that they are as keen as His 
Majesty the King and the Palestinian president on 
saving the peace process and the people of the region 

• from the horrors of a renewed conflict. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE PALESTINIANS and the Jordanians have a com- 
mon interest in stimulating the peace process and achiev- . 
ing a lasting settlement as they face a common destiny, 
said Sultan A! Hauab. a writer for AJ Ra'i, in comment- 
ing on President Yasser Arafat's visit to Amman. The two 
sides are having excellent relations, which must be con- 
i stantly strengthened in order to confront the Israeli ambi- 
tions in their region, he stressed. The Palestinians and the 
Jordanians have no alternative but to unite and the two 
countries must take the initiative in reforging a complete 
unity between them and the leaderships on both sides of 
the river. Jordan should respond favourably to this 
demand, said the writer. Together, the Jordanians and the 
Palestinians constitute a major force that could exercise 
pressure on Israel to live up to the requirements of peace 
and they can together chart a strategy designed to safe- 
guard the holy places and restore the Arab homeland in 
Palestine, he continued. The Jordanian and Palestinian 
people look to their leaderships now to undertake practi- 
cal and effective steps and coordinate their stands at ail 
levels and under all circumstances if they want to achieve 
a breakthrough and guarantee the return of Arab rights in 
Palestine, he demanded. The writer said that the holy 
places and the Palestinian people's rights have proved to 
be a unifying factor which helps the two sides to main- 
tain their endeavours towards a lasting peace. 

KHAIRJ MANSOUR, a writer for Al Dus tour, bitterly 
criticised the Islamic fundamentalists of Algeria for their 
continued attacks on the civilian population and the mur- 
der of the innocent people. We can understand the crimi- 
nal act committed by a Zionist extremist who opened fire 
on the worshippers in a Hebron mosque, killing many of 
the Arabs there, as he is an enemy of the Muslims, but 
one can never understand the fundamentalists’ attack on 
the worshippers lying in prayer at an Algerian mosque. 
The writer said that these groups which exploit Islam as 
a cover for their criminal actions are indeed distorting the 
image of the Islamic faith and committing atrocities in 
the name of Islam. The murder of innocent children and 
worshippers in Algeria can never help the criminals 
achieve any goal but make the fundamentalists equal to 
Zionist Goldstein who murdered the worshippers in the 
Palestinian mosque. 


The Washington Watch 


Bv Dr. James Zogby 


An Arab American poll: Clinton over Dole 


A NATIONAL poll of Arab 
American voters conducted 
during the first week of 
October reveals that the 
community supports 
President Bill Clinton’s 
reelection. 

A national poll shows Bill 
Clinton leading Bob Dole 
by 14 per cent, a margin 
equal to die president's 
standing among all voters. 
However, in the 
Midwestern and Eastern 
states, home to about two- 
thirds of the Arab American 
community, the president's 
lead climbs to 21 per cent. 
Clinton's lead is only 2 per 
cent among Arab 
Americans in the South. 

The poll, which w-as com- 
missioned by Middle East 
Broadcasting Centre 

(MBC) and the Arab 
American Institute (AAT). 
tested Arab American atti- 
tudes about the presidential 
campaign in addition to 
several domestic and for- 
eign policy issues. 

Of equal importance, the 
poll also provided signifi- 
cant demographic informa- 
tion about the Arab 
American community and 
its internal composition. 
The result of over one year 
of testing and screening, 
the poll and the national 
data base of Arab American 
voters from which the poll 
was drawn provide impor- 
tant information about the 
community. 

For example, the results 
indicate that 46 per cent of 
Arab Americans are 
Lebanese. 13 per cent are 
Palestinian. 1 1 per cent are 
Syrian, and 9 per cent are 
Egyptian. 

The data base used for the 
poll also shows that 3 1 per 
cent of Arab Americans are 
Catholic. 29 per cent are 
Orthodox or Protestant 
Christian, and 29 per cent 
are Muslim. 

. In the poll, the percentage 
of Arab Americans who are I 
bom in the U.S. and those 
bom overseas are roughly 
equal:* the* attitudes of both 
segments of the community 
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nevertheless display simi- 
lar attitudes on most major 
issues. Both groups main- 
tain strong feelings and ties 
to the Arab World. Seventy 
six per cent have family 
and friends in the Middle 
East and 92 per cent close- 
ly follow news about the 
Middle East. 

Eighty eight per cent of 
all Arab Americans polled 
say that a candidate's posi- 
tion on Middle East issues 
is important in determining 
their vote on election day." 

To some extent this con- 
cern about Middle East pol- 
icy accounts for Arab 
American voter preference 
in the presidential race. 
Since 59 per cent agree that 
President Clinton has done 
a good job trying to keep 
the Middle East peace 
process on track, with only 
33 per cent feeling he has 
not. it is not surprising that 
Arab Americans of 
Palestinian and Jordanian 


descent would favour the 
president's reelection by a 
54 per cent to 15 per cent 
margin. 

On the other hand, with 
Arab American attitudes 
evenly divided on the ques- 
tion of whether “U.S. poli- 
cy has positively con- 
tributed to Lebanon's sov- 
ereignty" — 39 per cent to 
42 per cent — it is not sur- 
prising that the president's 
lead among Lebanese and 
Syrian Americans is only 
42 per cent to 41 per cent.’ 

There are other “gaps" in 
the Arab American voter 
group that are similar to 
those among the rest of the 
American voting public. 
For example, there is a gen- 
der gap. Arab American 
women favour Bill Clinton 
over Bob Dole by 17.5 per 
cent, while the president's 
lead over Bob Dole among 
Arab American men is only 
10 per cent. Among Arab 
Americans under 50 years 


of age. the president's lead 
is a huge 50 per cent to 23.5 
per cent, while among 
those over 50. the president 
is tied with Republican Bob 
Dole. 

Other evidence that the 
attitudes of Arab American 
voters fit into the main- 
stream of the American 
voting public can be seen in 
the fact that the Arab 
Americans polled say that 
the most important issues 
for them in this year's elec- 
tion are education, crime, 
the drug problem and 
health care. They, like the 
rest of U.S. voters, give the 
president the highest grades 
in dealing with education, 
crime and health care, but 
give Bob Dole the highest 
score in dealing with the 
drug problem. They also 
rate Bob Dole as better than 
Bill Clinton in the areas of 
integrity and personal char- 
acter. 

. When released. the 


MBC/AAl poll received 
significant national press 
coverage. The entire one- 
hour press conference was 
repeated four times on C- 
SPAN. the nation's pre- 
miere political television 
channel. It also received 
extensive coverage on 
other television and radio 
programmes nationwide. 
The poll was also reported 
in newspapers and political 
newsletters across the U.S. 

Arab Americans are a 
fast-growing ethnic con- 
stituency in the U.S. Their 
concentration in the key 
electoral states and major 
metropolitan centres in the 
U.S.. coupled with their 
growing political effective- 
ness. have drawn attention 
to the community in this 
election year. In addition, 
as a bridge to a critical 
region of the world, the 
attitudes of Arab 
Americans are important to 
U.S. policy makers. 


NATO expansion: Going through the motions 


By G Wynne Dyer 

FORMER GENERAL 
Alexander Lebed, Russian 
internal security chief and 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
likeliest successor, has 
moved a long way in a 
year. 

Last year, he warned that 
if the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
expands to include Eastern 
European countries that 
were formerly Soviet 
allies, the sky would fall. 
“World War HI will start. 
Civilised and uncivilised 
states will be destroyed, 
everybody and every- 
thing." 

Even allowing for 
Russia’s traditional fear of 
encirclement, that sounded 
rather unlikely, so NATO 
pressed on with its plans. 
And though Lebed toned 
his rhetoric down a bit 
once he was brought into 
Yeltsin's government last 
spring, he did not change 
course either. Talking to 
Russian journalists on 
October 1. he said: “Russia 
has something with which 
to oppose NATO’s enlarge- 
ment They’re rusty, but 
they’re missiles ail the 
same.” 

How different he sound- 
ed after his first official 
visit to NATO headquar- 
ters in Brussels on 
October 7: “It is NATO's 
business what NATO 
decides. Whatever NATO 
does. Russia is not going to 
go into hysterics. The main 
thing is not to hurry, or you 
may rrip up.” 

Lebed was not dropping 
his disapproval • of the 
expansion plan, but he was 
certainly signalling his 
willingness to make "deals. 

Are the Russians really 
going to accept NATO's 
expansion right up to their 
borders without spinning 
out? And is this new ver- 
sion of an old alliance what 
the world needs today? 

NATO is now locked on 
course to bring an addi- 
tional 60 " million 
Europeans under its 


nuclear umbrella. Details 
will be settled at a NATO 
foreign ministers’ meeting 
in December, and Poland, 
the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Slovenia will 
be officially invited to 
begin negotiations for 
membership at a NATO 
summit meeting next sum- 
mer. Formal accession is 
expected in April 1999. the 
alliance's fiftieth anniver- 
sary. 

But why do they want to 
join NATO? How can they 
trust an alliance that 
repeatedly chickened out 
in Bosnia when confronted 
by nothing more daunting 
than poorly trained, fre- 
quently drunk Bosnian 
Serb troops whose military 
speciality was ethnic 
cleansing? And why are 
the new NATO recruits 
afraid of Russia anyway? 

The Russian army, at the 
momenL is about as fright- 
ening as the Salvation 
Army. 

On paper there are sup- 
posed to be 1.5 million 
Russians under arms, but 
Moscow admits this has 
fallen to a miHion. and the 
true figure may be much 
lower. ~ Soldiers’ pay is 
months in arrears, and 
many are so desperate that 
they are selling their 
weapons to get money for 
food. Lebed has been issu- 
ing warnings about possi- 
ble mutinies, but the troops 
seem too demoralised even 
for that. 

The military budget has 
fallen by 45 per cent in real 
terms since 1992, and the 
army’s fighting ability is so 
low that Chechen guerril- 
las actually recaptured 
Grozny, the breakaway 
republic’s capital, in the 
last round of fighting in 
Checlienya. They were 
then able to hold it against 
al! Russian attempts to dis- 
lodge them. 

As a means of projecting 
force abroad, the Russian 
armed forces are complete- 
ly useless. The array needs 
300 new tanks a year to 
replace old ones, but it gets 


fewer than 60. Fighter 
pilots get only 10 or 20 
hours of flight’time a year, 
one-tenth of the amount 
needed to remain combat 
ready. The navy has not 
built a single nuclear- 
armed submarine in the 
past five years. 

Russia is not dangerous, 
so why join NATO for pro- 
tection from it? And even 
if Russia should rearm and 
tum nasty, do the Poles 
truly believe that NATO 
countries like Germany, 
Britain and the United 
States would really risk a 
nuclear was to save them? 

Oddly enough, the Poles 
(and Czechs and 
Hungarians and Slovenes) 
do believe something like 
that. Or at least they think 
that NATO membership 
might force an aggressive 
Russia to think twice 
before attacking them. 

There is certainly no 
guarantee. The Czechs 
remember being betrayed 
to Hitler sixty years ago by 
Western European coun- 
tries that had promised to 
protect them. Poles, on the 
other hand, remember, a 
promise that Britain and 
France made to protect 
them from Nazi aggression 
— and actually lived up to 
when Hitler invaded 
Poland in 1939. Nobody 
knows which way NATO 
would jump in a crisis, but 
joining it is cheap insur- 
ance. 

This view is shared by 
the other Eastern European 
states that will not be 
receiving invitations to 
join NATO next year. 
Slovakia and Croatia were 
rejected because they are 
drifting perilously close to 
dictatorship. Romania and 
Bulgaria are too unpre- 
dictable. Former Soviet 
republics — even 
Lithuania. Latvia and 
Estonia, who would des- 
perately like to join — are 
out of the question: 
Moscow would go crazy. 
But NATO thinks it can get 
away with four new mem- 
bers. 


So there will be a very 
limited expansion of the 
alliance. Moscow will be 
mollified with promises 
that neither nuclear 
weapons' nor foreign troops 
will be stationed on the ter- 
ritory of the new members. 
Other Eastern European 
countries will be offered all 
sorts of symbolic associa- 
tions with NATO, but noth- 
ing concrete. 

To sweeten the pill fur- 
ther. NATO will'negoriate a 
“NATO and Russia 
Charter" giving the 
Russians a privileged role 
in shaping political and 
military decisions in 
Europe. But that charter 
will not be signed before 


NATO's expansion is 
agreed, lest Moscow try to 
veto it. And everybody will 
hope that the Russian par- 
liament does not get so 
upset that it cancels or 
refuses to ratify existing 
arms limitation treaties like 
START II. 

Is all this strictly neces- 
sary? Probably not. Will 
Russia be so angered that it 
retaliates by kicking over 
the whole structure of 
European security treaties? 
On the evidence of Lebed's 
shifting position, probably 
not. 

And will Europe be a 
safer and happier place 
when it is all done? 
Probably not. 


LETTERS 

Mix-up captions 

To the Editor: 

WITH GREAT interest I have taken note of your article 
about the elections in Austria. “Austrians flock to far- 
right fold in Europarliament polls" (Jordan Tunes. Oct. 
15. 1996) which gives a detailed analysis of the politi- 
cal situation in our country based on die results of this 
ballot. However, something went wrong with the cap- 
tion to the photograph of the article, which reads as fol- 
lows: "Ursula Stenzel. top candidate of the conserva- 
tive People's Party lOEVP) in a European parliament 
looks at party leader Foreign Minister Wolfgang 
Schuessel l right) at the party's headquarters Sunday.” 0 
This could not be because Stenzel is a ladv. and in the 
picture there are two men. The persons really shown in 
the photo are Austrian’s Federal Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky (left) and the chairman of the Austrian 
Freedom Party Joerg Haider (right). 

Dr. Michael Stigelbauer, 
Ambassador, 
Amman. 

Editor's note : The Jordan Tunes apologises for the 
error, which resulted from mixing up two captions on 
different photos we received by wire on the elections in 
Austria. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication, however, should con- 
tain the writer's full name and preferably address as 
well. Names can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to edit- 
ing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of 
unused manuscripts. 
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Something 
for nothing 


By Ali K assay 

Not very long ago. I hap- 
pened to be chatting with 
a friend of mine who is 
a lecturer at one of 
Jordan’s many universi- 
ties. Purely as an idle 
exercise intended to stop 
the day from getting 
long, we decided to 
apply our minds jointly 
to the following ques- 
tion: If, instead of going 
to the United States, 
Einstein had come to 
Jordan and applied for a 
post at one of the 
Jordanian universities, 
how would his applica- 
tion have been received? 

Upon studying the sys- 
tem of evaluating appli- 
cations. and taking stock 
of Einstein's modest 
paper qualifications, 
which do not even 
include a tawjihi. we 
concluded that he would 
have been lucky to be 
employed as a laborato- 
ry technician. Not that I 
disapprove of our sys- 
tem of appointment; the 
fault here lies clearly 
with Einstein. 

You see. man cannot 
live by physics alone. 
He needs faith as well. 
Einstein, notwithstand- 
ing his many merits, 
belongs to that group of 
misguided people who 
maintain that matter can- 
not be created nor 
destroyed. Matter, dear- 
ly. includes wealth; and 
if we tell Jordanians that 
they will not get a wind- 
fall* out of the blue with- 
out their having done a 
stroke of work to earn it. 
we would be robbing 
rthem of one their last 
vestiges of. hope and 
faith. 

Seriously speaking, 
winning the lottery is 
like seeing a ghost or an 
unidentified flying 
object. You always hear 
stories about people who 
have had encounters 
with one or the other, but 
you yourself never come 
across one. nor across 
anyone who has seen 
such an entity. 
Nevertheless, you can 
hardly throw a brick in 
Amman without it hit- 
ting someone selling lot- 
tery tickets. Presumably, 
people are willing to part 
with their hard-earned 
money to buy these tick- 
ets in sufficient quanti- 
ties to keep all these ven- 
dors alive and in the 
same trade. 

To be sure. Jordan is 
not the only country in 
the world that has a lot- 
tery system; but things 
do not stop there. The 
phenomenon permeates 
into all w'aiks of eco- 
nomic activity. Banks, 
for instance, in their zeal 
to attract your custom, 
do not compete to offer 
you better services, nor 
more facilities. Instead, 
they offer you the 
chance to get somethings 
for nothing, in the form 
of a monthly or even a 
bimonthly draw on all 
sayings accounts, for a 
prize of several thousand 
dinars. 

Not to be considered 
inactive, supermarkets 
have moved in to do 
their bit. They offer you 
golden cards which enti- 
tle you not to a price 
reduction in return for 
being a faithful cus- 
tomer. as they do in all 
other pans of the world, 
but to a regular lottery 
draw. 

This peculiar fascina- 
tion with gaining some- 
thing for nothing cannot 
be entirely fortuitous. It 
really merits deeper 
study and analysis; but 
merely as a passing at 
thought, could it be an 
indication that 

Jordanians have given 
up on the notion of hon- 
est endeavour reaping 
adequate rewards? 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arab-Israeli MK lobbies for Jerusalem 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Arab member of Knesset (MKi 
aonounced Tuesday the creation of an organisation to 
lobby for making East Jerusalem the capital of a future 
independent Palestinian state. Taleb A1 Sana, a member 
of the Knesset from the United Arab List, said his lob- 
bying group included other legislators from his party, 
the communist Hadash group, the left-wine Meretz Party 
and two Arab deputies from rhe Labour Pam-. "Our goal 
is to counter efforts by the government’ of (Pnme 
Minister) Benyamin Netanyahu to wipe out the Arab 
character of East Jerusalem." Mr. Sana told Israel Radio. 

Israelis shoot Rafah ‘infiltrator’ 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli soldiers shot and wounded a 
Palestinian man trying to sneak into the Gaza Strip from 
Egypt, the army said Tuesday. The man was shot and 
wounded in the leg late Monday after he climbed over a 
barbed-wire fence near the Israeli-controlled Rafah 
crossing into the Gaza Strip from Egypt, the spokesman 
said. He said Israeli soldiers had ordered the man to halt 
and opened fire when he paid them no heed. Rafah was 
the scene of some of the heaviest fighting when clashes 
erupted late last month between *" Israeli soldiers and 
Palestinian police. One Egyptian officer was killed by a 
stray bullet during the unrest. 

Israel eases Bethlehem curbs 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — Israel on Tuesday eased a ban 
on its citizens travelling to Bethlehem, notabiv allowing 
Israeli bus drivers to bring tourists to the town's Christian 
holy sites. Officials in the Palestinian-controlled West 
Bank town had complained angrily that a three- week-old 
army ban on Israelis entering Bethlehem had severely 
cut into tourism revenue which is a mainstay of the local 
economy. Israel declared Bethlehem a closed military 
zone following the wave of Israel i-Palestinian clashes 
late lasr month. Since then. Israeli tour groups have had 
to drop foreign tourists off at an Israeli army checkpoint 
at the town's entrance. leaving them a hike of about two 
kilometres to the Church of the Nativity. On Tuesday, an 
army spokesman announced that Israeli bus drivers and 
tour guides accompanying foreign tourists would be 
allowed into Bethlehem, but the city remains off limits to 
other Israeli citizens. 

New Kuwaiti cabinet announced 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait’s crown prince and 
prime minister. Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah A1 Sabah, 
announced a new 14-member cabinet on Tuesday with 
new defence, interior and oil ministers. The new cabinet 
includes many previous appointees and consists of four 
members of parliament (MPs) and 10 other people. The 
selection of the new cabinet, which conies after elections 
to the 50-seat national assembly, left the foreign affairs, 
finance and information portfolios unchanged. They were 
held by members of the ruling family. Among the new- 
comers to the cabinet were two ruling family members^ 
Sheikh 'Salim Sabah A I Salim Al Sabah who took the’ 
defence portfolio, and Sheikh Mohamed Khalid Al 
Hamad Al Sabah, who will head the interior ministry'. 
Essa Mohammed Al Mazeidi. another newcomer who is 
not an MP. was appointed oil minister. The previous cab- 
inet had 16 ministers. 

Zeroual begins 5-country trip 

P.AR1S (R) — Algerian President Liamine Zeroual on 
Tuesday left Algiers for Bahrain, his first leg of a tour 
that will take him to China, Vietnam and Qatar, the offi- 
cial Algerian new's agency APS said. Mr. Zeroual ’s visit 
to Bahrain, at the invitation of Emir Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa, would be the first such visit by an 
Algerian president. Algeria’s cooperation with Bahrain 
and its fellow Gulf Cooperation Council member Qatar 
has been limited. Economic relations between .Algeria 
and Qatar have only extended to the hiring of some 
Algerian gas and oil experts. 

Turkey says 57 Kurd rebels killed 

D1YARBAKIR (R) — Turkish security officials said on 
Tuesday that government forces had killed 57 Kurdish 
rebels in separate clashes in the last three days. The 
regional governor's office in the city of Diyarbakir said 
in a statement that the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
rebels had died in fighting in the provinces of Hakkari, 
Bitlis, Diyarbakir, Tuneeli and Bingo). The statement 
gave no details of any security forces casualties. More 
than 20,000 people have died in 12 years of conflict 
between troops and the rebels, fighting for Kurdish self- 
rule in the southeast. 

Egyptian tries to storm U.S. embassy 

CAIRO (AFP) — A mentally deranged Egyptian man 
tried to force his way into the U.S. embassy here 
Tuesday to protest the Middle East peace policies of 
Israeli 'Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. police 
said. Abduul Aziz Hassan Surur. 52. who was unarmed, 
fought with guards as he demanded to be allowed in to 
the embassy in Cairo’s Garden Cirv residential neigh- 
bourhood to meet with diplomats. “He wanted U.S. 
diplomats to intervene with the Israeli authorities, and 
namely the Israeli prime minister, to pressure them to 
continue with the peace process, lift a blockade of 
Palestinian territories and close a tunnel” near Islamic 
holy sites in Jerusalem, a police source said. The man 
was quickly subdued and taken to a local police station. 
Relatives said the man had been interned in a psychi- 
atric hospital after he was sacked from his job as a 
researcher at the ministry of supplies, and had only 
recently been released. 

Iriani visits Jeddah with message 

JEDDAH (AFP) — Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Iriani met Tuesday with Saudi Defence 
Minister Prince- Sultan and handed him a message about 
demarcating their desert border a Yemeni. dip tall aid. 
The message from Yemeni President Alt Abdullah Saleh 
focused on “bilateral relations and the question of demar- 
cating their common borders" the diplomat said. Mr 
lrianTs brief visit Tuesday to the Red Sea port city of 
Jeddah came just a week after Saudi Interior Mmiscer 
Prince Nayef Ben travelled to ’temen. Mr. baleh said 
during the last visit that he hoped to reach a mutually 
satisfactory agreement with Saudi Arabia on the quesnon 
of demarcating the border. In 1995 Sanaa ^ Riyadh 
signed an agreement in principle which »siawd the 
provinces of Najran. Assir and Jizan to Saudi Arabia and 
called for demarcating the frontier as weM^ no^i ing 
relations. The three provinces had been periodically sub- 
ject to dispute for 60 years. 



KING VISITS JERICHO: His Majesty King Hussein and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat at a Palestinian guard of honour mounted at the outset of the King’s visit to 
Jericho on Tuesday and (right) the King meets with Palestinian officers in the self-rule town (Petra photos) 


Kurdish feud shapes up as Iran-Iraq proxy conflict 


ZAKHO (R) — A decades- 
old feud between two 
Kurdish factions in the 
remote peaks and valleys of 
northern Iraq is shaping up 
as a shadowy war of proxy 
between Baghdad and 
Tehran with an anxious 
Washington waiting in the 
wings. 

Iran and Iraq, still not rec- 
onciled since the end of an 
eight-year war between 
them in 19SS. have taken 
sides in one way or another 
in the Kurdish struggle — 
the origins of which few of 
today's combatants are old 
enough remember. 

Kurdish militia leader 
Massoud Barzani fought 
with Iraqi government 
forces in August to oust his 


Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) foes from the city of 
Erbil in August and then 
corner them in mountains 
near the Iranian border. 

PUK leader Jalal Talabani, 
a veteran player in the shift- 
ing alliances of Iraqi 
Kurdistan, hit back at the 
weekend. 

His fighters retook the 
region’s main city 
Sulaimaniyeh just as quick- 
ly as they lost it to Mr. 
Barzani’s men a month ago. 

Mr. Barzani’s group has 
cried foul, accusing Mr. 
Talabani of fleeing to Iran 
and returning with Iranian 
reinforcements. 

“The force he took with 
him was 1 .500 or 2.000 men 
maximum,” senior 


Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) official Sami Abdul 
Rahman told Reuters on 
Monday. “Now the attack- 
ing force is about 15,000. 
mostly Iranians.” 

Limited trade across the 
Iranian border has helped 
the PUK against two simul- 
taneous embargoes — from 
President Saddam Hussein 
to the south and west and 
Mr. Barzani to the north — 
during tension between the 
Kurdish groups. 

Tehran denies supponing 
Talabani militarily. 

Diplomats in Baghdad say 
the Iraqi government would 
stay out of the squabble 
unless there was evidence of 
heavy Iranian involvement. 

Both Kurdish groups are 


ostensibly protected from 
Baghdad by a U.S. -led air 
force which has not taken 
pan in the conflict. 

Baghdad's alliance with 
Mr. Barzani helped it regain 
some of the influence in the 
north that was lost to the 
West after the end of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Mr. Barzani says he was 
pushed into a temporary' 
deal with Baghdad, which 
has killed several of his 
close relatives in the past, 
because of Iranian military 
aid to Mr. Talabani. 

A KDP delegation is due 
in Washington for talks with 
U.S. officials on 
Wednesday. 

Washington has urged the 
Kurds to steer clear of sup- 


port from Inin and Iraq, as 
pan of a U.S. policy of 
“dual containment” to keep 
either of the two neighbours 
from gaining an upper hand 
in regional disputes. 

“We are calling on both 
the PUK and the KDP to 
end the fighting” State 
Department ~ spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said on 
Monday. “We hope both 
Iran and Iraq will stay out of 
the fighting,” he added. 

Discarding ethnic solidari- 
ty to call in outside support 
is nothing new to Iraq's 
Kurds. 

Mr. Talabani joined with 
Baghdad against Mr. 
Barzani's father. Mullah 
Mustafa, in the 1960s but 
aliened with him in 1970 


when Mullah Mustafa 
struck an automomy deal 
with the central govern- 
ment. He broke away once 
again in 1975. 

The PUK embarked on 
unilateral autonomy talks 
with Baghdad in 1984 but 
they came to nothing. 

Both Kurdish factions 
helped Turkish forces fight 
a Turkish Kurd rebel group 
in northern Iraq in the earlv 
1990s. 

“The history of Kurds is 
one of intrigues, plots, hos- 
tility and clash of loyalties.” 
said a diplomat in Baghdad. 
“But above all they have 
proved to be their own 
worst enemies.” 


King Hussein pays landmark visit 

(Continued from page 1) 


menu leads to the delusion 
of the crisis through achiev- 
ing positive results. 

But despite the grim 
assessment Mr. Arafat 
made of the talks with the 
Israelis, there were Israeli 
and American talk of 
progress. 

Mr. Khasawneh also said 
that agreement has been 
reached on certain points 
but noted that differences 
remain on sensitive issues 
and the “talks are difficult 


and slow.” 

He said there has been a 
narrowing of the gap on 
certain issues but more 
efforts are still needed to 
bring them closer. 

Palestinians have shared 
the assessment of the 
King's visit to the West 
Bank as a strong expression 
of support. 

So did Arab member of 
the Israeli Knesset Talab 
Sana, who told the Jordan 
Times that the visit and the 
firm stand of the King 
“show the Israelis that there 


is one and not many Arab 
parties to the peace talks.” 

On the streets of Jericho, 
Palestininas said the visit of 
the King will show Israel 
that they are not alone in the 
confrontation with the 
Jewish state. 

“The King’s visit was a 
welcome surprise to us. It 
shows that we are one peo- 
ple,” said Khaled Yousuf, 
27. The visit shows that we 
are one people and are only 
separated by the Israeli sol- 
diers,” said Mahmoud 
Khader, a merchant 


Gulf war 

(Continued from page 12) 

year, he replied: “By now it is 
too late to think we could 
make substantial payments 
by the end of the year. 

“We are ready to start the 
payments as soon as the 
money is there. By the end of 
the year we would have 
issued awards for close to $7 
billion." he added. 

“When vou look back at 


history', this has been the rule, 
never the exception. We have 
to adapt to realities." 

The commission, set up by 
the Security Council to com- 
pensate direct losses caused 
by Iraq’s invasion and occu- 
pation of Kuwait in J 990-91, 
is processing claims from 
individuals, companies and 
governments against 

Baghdad worth an asserted 
$20) billion. 

But the “oil-for-food deal" 


under Resolution 986. which 
would allow Baghdad to sell 
$2 billion of oil over six 
months to buy food and med- 
icine, has been delayed — 
spoiling the commission's 
hopes to pay out awards to 
individual claimants. 

The Geneva-based body, 
which is due to receive 30 per 
cent of the revenue generated 
by the limited Iraqi oil sales, 
expected to get $100 million 
a month from the deal. 


Relative calm on Afghan battlefront 


(Continued from page 12) 

Those who interfere in our 
internal affairs will suffer 
the same fate as the 
Russians, when they inter- 
fered in our affairs.” 

Mr. Salanghi and' Gen. 
Ruzi command ” troops 
along the seam between 
Mr. Masood’s and Gen. 
Dostum's forces north of 
Kabul. 

No formal military 
alliance has been 
announced but it is clear 
that neither Mr. Masood. a 
Tajik, nor Gen. Dostum, an 
Uzbek, is prepared to sub- 
mit to a Pash tun-dominated 
Taleban hegemony. 

Gen. Dostum on Monday 
acknowledged the legiti- 
macy of President Rabbani 
whom the Taleban ousted 
from Kabul. 

The Uzbek strongman is 
now bargaining from 
strength for his future role 
and responsibilities in a 
reconstituted government. 
His commanders have 


acknowledged providing 
some logistical support for 
Mr. Masood. but reporters 
have not found any evi- 
dence of joint military 
operations. 

. However, . . Tuesday’s 
meeting between ’ Mr. 
Salanghi and Gen. Ruzi 
and the sudden presence of 
some Dostum troops and 
heavy weapons, including 
tanks and truck-mounted 
anti-aircraft guns and rock- 
et launchers around Jabal 
os-Siraj. suggested that 
may be about to change. 

Pakistan has been 
accused of supporting the 
Taleban ’s two-year battle 
to oust Mr. Rabbani, a 
charge Islamabad denies. 
One of those fuelling the 
accusations — Pakistan's 
rival India — was preparing 
Tuesday for crisis talks on 
the Afghan situation u'ith 
Iran. 

India still recognises Mr. 
Rabbani’s government 
while Iran has been 


extremely critical of the 
Taleban and has been 
warned by the militia not to 
aid its rivals. 

Indian Foreign Ministry 
Joint Secretary Vivcl: 
. Kachru-5aid-. jp New Delhi 
that Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati was 
expected to visit India for 
talks soon, though no date 
was set. 

In Kabul, Mr. Muttaqi 
repeated a warning to Iran 
not to interfere iii 
Afghanistan’s internal 
affairs. 

“We have no problem 
with Iran but the Iranian 
authorities are making 
trouble and aggressing our 
borders." he said, calling 
on other countries to recog- 
nise the Taleban leader- 
ship. 

“Those who avoid recog- 
nising our Islamic govern- 
ment have no reason w'hat- 
soever not to do so,” he 
said. 


Barzani fighters beef up Erbil defences 


(Continued from page 1) 

news agency. 

Asked if Turkey had 
launched a diplomatic ini- 
tiative vis-a-vis Iran. Mrs. 
Ciller said: "We are follow- 
ing the issue, a dialogue is 
continuing (with Iran). Our 
initiatives are continuing 
within a dialogue." 

Shortly before Mrs. 
Ciller's statement, a KDP 
official told AFP that his 
group had asked Turkey to 
urge Iran to keep out of 
northern Iraq. 

“We would like Turkey to 
affect the position of Iran to 
keep out of Kurdish politics 
in Iraq." Faiq Nerwi said. 

We are trying to convince 
all our neighbours to keep 
out of the conflict." 

Sami Abdul Rahman, the 
KDP’s deputy leader, had 
talks with Turkish diplo- 
mats here Monday before 
flying to Washington to dis- 
cuss the latest develop- 
ments in northern Iraq with 
U.S. officials. 

A KDP delegation arriv- 
ing in Washington for talks 
with State Department offi- 
cials later in the week also 
accused Iran of supporting 
the PUK and warned the 
meddling could spark a new 
Iran -Iraq war. 

Delegation member 
Hoshyar Zebari said his fac- 
tion will ask Washington to 
step up its mediation efforts 


to “contain the situation" 
and prevent an escalation in 
the fighting. Iran and the 
PUK have both denied the 
charges. 

“This Iranian involvement 
is our major concern,” said 
Mr. Zebari. 

"Iran is there in full force 
and has intervened directly 
to dictate its own agenda. 
This could open a wider 
conflict and lead to an Iran- 
Iraq war in that region." 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry told reporters 
separately that Washington 
had “no information to con- 
firm the presence of Iranian 
military forces in northern 
Iraq.” 

The Washington Post on 
Tuesday quoted a U.S. offi- 
cial privy to intelligence 
reports as saying that Iran 
had provided weapons, 
ammunition, supplies and 
military advisers to the 
PUK. 

Iran and Iraq fought an 
eight-year war rhar ended in 
a ceasefire in 1988. The 
United States has urged the 
KDP and its rivals to stop 
fighting and to enter into 
talks on a power-sharing 
arrangement for northern 
Iraq. 

Mr. Zebari said Iraqi 
forces remained on rhe side- 
lines in the latest round of 
fighting but that “this 
Iranian presence gives them 
the temptation or the 


opportunity to move.” 

The meetings at the State 
Department were to follow 
up on talks held in Ankara 
on Sept. IS between Mr. 
Barzani and Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Robert 
Pelletreau. At that meeting. 
Mr. Barzani urged the 
United States to help stave 
off Saddam Hussein's influ- 
ence in northern Iraq, 
according to senior U.S. 
officials. 

In a lightning counter- 
offensive since Sunday. 
PUK fighters have recap- 
tured Sulaimaniyeh and the 
surrounding areas and 
advanced toward Erbil 
after the KDP drove them 
east to the border with Iran 
last month. 

Mr. Talabani said he did 
not expect Iraqi forces to 
intervene. "The Iraqi lead- 
ership announced it had no 
intention to intervene and 
we hope it will respect this 
announcement and that it 
will remain neutral.” 

The PUK chief said the 
central government had not 
stepped in because 
“Baghdad had assured itself 
there has been no Iranian 
involvement in the fighting, 
after it had been duped a 
first time by Barzani." 

Iraq "also fears a U.S. 
reaction and does not want 
to get involved in fighting 
with the PUK.” he added. 


Iraq rebuilt a surface-to- 
air. missile network in 
southern Iraq within two 
weeks of the U.S. cruise 
missile attack to destroy it. 
the Washington Post report- 
ed on Tuesday. 

“It is the same basic (anti- 
aircraft missile system) that 
was there before the 30th of 
August 1996.” an unidenti- 
fied senior defence official 
told the newspaper. 

U.S. warships and planes 
launched 44 cruise missiles 
against the air defence sys- 
tem on Sept. 2 and 3. 

Since the attack, the Iraqis 
had not used the radar or 
.their Soviet-made missiles, 
the Post quoted the official 
as saying. 

But it would take just "a 
flip of the switch” to turn 
on the targerting radar and 
create a threat to U.S. and 
allied military aircraft 
patrolling the no-fly zone in 
southern Iraq, according to 
the official. 

The newspaper said the 
official added that there was. 
no indication on Baghdad's 
part “of an intent to chal- 
lenge" aircraft policing the 
area off limits to Iraqi 
planes. 

After the U.S. strikes last 
month, the Clinton adminis- 
tration strongly . warned 
Baghdad against rebuilding 
the fixed missile sites. 


U.S., Israel reject Arafat’s call 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli negotiators have 
demanded that the settlers be 
given a special status under 
which a palest inian-run 
municipality* would have no 
say over planning and con- 
struction in and around the 
Jewish enclaves. 

The Yediot Ahronot daily 
said Tuesday that settlers 
have s&redy bought more 
than 20 homes in Hebron in 
recent years. 

Some of the homes are 
located in areas staled to be 
handed to Palestinian con- 
trol, Yediot said. 

The tourism ministry has 
drawn up construction plans 
for the Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron, the Maariv daily 
said. 

The construction, estimat- 
ed to cost five million 
shekels ($ 1 .6 million ), 
includes expanding the 
courtyard leading to the 
shrine and building a roof 
over an inner patio, Maariv 
said. 

Mr. Ross, the U.S. media- 
tor. said Tuesday the two 
sides agreed to his request to 
postpone the resumption of 
formal talks ’’because dis- 
cussions in the present for- 
mat have proven produc- 
tive.” 

Mr. Ross has been shut- 
tling between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat in 
the last few days, while 
Israeli and Palestinian secu- 
rity officials have toured 


Hebron to discuss security 
arrangements. 

Formal negotiations were 
to have resumed Monday in 
the Egyptian resort of Taba. 
They were postponed once 
before at the request of Mr. 
Ross. The Taba talks were to 
begin Wednesday, Mr. Ross 
said. 

The Slate Department said 
the Israeli-Palestinian talks 
had made progress but “sulv 
stantial differences" remain. 

"They have a long way to 
go” spokesman Nicholas 
Bums told reporters in 
Washington following a tele- 
phone conversation with Mr. 
Ross. Mr. Burns sought to 
lower optimistic expecta- 
tions. “There’s been much 
too much talk in the press of 
some kind of immediate pos- 
itive outcome." he said. 
"Progress has been made, 
but substantial problems 
remain” 

The State Department also 
dismissed Mr. Arafat's pro- 
posal that U.S. troops be 
deployed in Hebron. 

“There are no plans io 
deploy U.S. troops to Israel 
or to Jericho or to Hebron or 
to Gaza. There are no plans 
whatsoever." he said. 

Asked why the United 
States would not consider 
the proposal, the spokesman 
said the Israelis and 
Palestinians are “going :o 
have to live with each other” 
and "don’t need the United 
States between them, physi- 
cally on the ground." 
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UNCTAD: Asian Tigers’ success can be replicated 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
export-fuelled industrialisa- 
tion achieved by countries in 
East .Asia, can be replicated 
by other developing coun- 
tries provided they pursue 
the right policies and the 
North does not close its mar- 
kets, a U.N. report has said. 

The United Nations Con- 
ference on Trade and Devel- 
opment (UNCTAD) said in 
its annual report for 1996, 
that the "Tiger'' economies 
of South Korea, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Singapore 
were today being tailed by a 
“second tier’' formed by 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand of “newly industri- 
alising economies" (NIE). 

The report said per capita 
income in the first four had 
grown on a average of 
almost 7.0 per cent a year 
over the past three decades. 
In the “second tier" coun- 
tries, the average annual 
growth in the past decade 
has been 6.0 per cent, it said. 

A "third tier" was now 


emerging which included 
China. 

The pattern known as the 
“flying geese development 
paradigm." in which Japan 
has traditionally taken the 
lead, was characterised by 
development “in waves" and 
also “a regional division of 
labour based on an industrial 
and locational hierarchy," the 
report said. 

It said second tier NIE 
countries were today less 
reliant on trade with the 
North than were the ‘Tigers’’ 
because growing industriali- 
sation in the South had 
opened up new possibilities 
for South-South investment 
and trade. 

The report said the “slow- 
down in Japanese growth has 
been associated with a con- 
siderable relocation of pro- 
duction in the second tier 
NlEs,” thus helping to devel- 
op their industrial infrastruc- 
ture. 

“For many developing 
countries, replicating East 


Asia means achieving a 
rapid increase- in their 
exports of labour-intensive 
manufactures. The report 
sees considerable room for 
expansion in this respect." 
UNCTAD said. 

The report, presented here 
by UNCTAD Secretary- 
General Rubens Ricupero, 
proposed creating an 
international “marketing- 
cum-information agency” to 
help developing countries 
map out export strategies so 
as to avoid flooding die mar- 
ket with exports of low-skill 
products which would drive 
down prices. 

It recommends that devel- 
oping countries upgrade and 
diversify their exports into 
more skill-intensive, dynam- 
ic products in which their 
share of Northern markets is 
presently small. 

However, the report admits 
that massive exports from 
developing countries could 
entail “serious problems” for 
economies in the North 


affecting more than 12 per 
cent of jobs in the manufac- 
turing sector. 

If growth in the North con- 
tinues to be sluggish, export- 
driven economies in the 
South could conquer more 
than 20 per cent of the mar- 
ket for manufactured con- 
sumer goods in the North, it 
said. 

The counterpart would be a 
suige in northern exports of 
more sophisticated manufac- 
tures and modem services to 
the South, it said. 

“With the depressed 
demand conditions and 
growing labour market prob- 
lems which have charac- 
terised the North over the 
past 20 years, the scale of 
market penetration envis- 
aged might trigger an inten- 
sification of protectionist 
pressures,” the report 
warned. 

It said that if the Multi- 
Fibre Agreement regulating 
world textile trade, was 
phased out as agreed in the 


Uniquay Round of trade 
talks, developing countries 
could “triple” their exports 
of textiles and clothing to the 
North over the next 10 years. 
Only “a quarter" of the mar- 
ket would be left for northern 
producers. 

“Greater South-South 
cooperation in trade could 
help overcome problems 
associated with inadequate 
growth of and access to mar- 
kets in the North,” the report 
went on. 

UNCTAD said invest- 
ments by the four Tigers in 
East Asia came to more than 
those of Japan. The share of 
ten Asian developing 
economies in world trade 
was now' equal to that of the 


European Union and the 
United States (IS- 1 9 per 
cent) and double that of 
Japan- 

Exports among East Asian 
developing countries ($213 
billion ) had almost caught 
up with their exports to the 
North ($297 billion ) UNC- 
TAD said. 

“The evidence thus sug- 
gests that there is a rapid 
process of integration taking 
place within the smaller 
countries of East .Asia, a 
process in which even China 
is becoming involved to 
some extern." the report said. 

But the report said success 
did not depend on market 
access alone. It said that in 
East Asia, “effective govern- 


ment intervention” had been 
crucial in achieving rapid 
export growth. 

‘■Government policies hav e 
played an important role in 
fostering East .Asian regional 
integration, which could be 
characterised as a recycling 
of comparative advantage." 
UNCTAD said. 

Referring to the “severe 
labour market problems 
which continue to beset 
many advanced industrial 
countries." UNCTAD said it 
“rejects the claim, which has 
become louder over the past 
year, that growing import 
penetration by developing 
countries of their domestic 
markets is to blame for these 
problems. 


Netanyahu asks central 
bank to lower interest rate 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu called on Bank 
of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel Monday to lower 
interest rates, a treasury 
official said. 

“I- am cutting the budget 
Now I want you to cut 
interest rares” the official 
quoted Mr. ' Netanyahu as 
telling Dr. Frenkel. . 

The two men met in occu- 
pied Jerusalem Monday 
along with Finance Minis- 
ter Dan Meridor. trade offi- 
cials and senior industrial- 
ists. 

“A budget cut and an 
interest rate cut have to be 
undertaken at the same 
tirne...The timing at this 
moment is good," the offi- 
cial. who attended the 
meeting, quoted Mr. 
Netanyahu as saying. 

The remarks were the first 
time Mr. Netanyahu has 
openly criticised the Bank 
of Israel’s interest rate poli- 
cy. The central bank is due 
to announce interest rates 
for November at the end of 
the month. 

The central bank under 
inflation hawk Dr. Frenkel 
has kept monetary' policy 


tight for several years. Dr. 
Frenkel has said he cannot 
substantially lower interest 
rates until the government 
tightens fiscal policy. 

Israel plans to cut 3.2 per 
cent of spending in the 
1997 budget but Mr. 
Netanyahu has said steeper 
cuts may be needed due to a 
shortfall in revenue. The 
cuts have yet to be 
approved by parliament. 

Dr. Frenkel has called for 
even deeper cuts. 

Industrialists have said 
high interest rates have arti- 
ficially strengthened the 
shekel, which they maintain 
buns exports and slows 
economic growth. 

“The shekel has been 
frozen for three years... Tell 
me, are all of us besides 
you crazy?" industrialist 
Benny Gaon told Dr. 
Frenkel during the meeting. 

In a later development, 
the prime minister's office 
denied a press report that it 
was preparing a secret plan 
to lower taxes by two to 
three per cent. 

Moshe Lion, ■ senior 
deputy director general at 
the prime minister’s office, 
denied a report in the daily 


Maariv that he was in 
charge of a team set up to 
find ways to lower taxes. 

Avigdor Lieberman, the 
powerful director general of 
the prime minister's office, 
was reported to be behind 
the initiative. 

Prime Minister 

Netanyahu took office in 
June with a promise not to 
raise taxes. Israel's 1996 
government budget deficit 
has been soaring above its 
target because tax revenues 
have been lower than fore- 
cast. In the first nine 
months of the year the 
deficit totalled 8.9 billion 
shekels against a 1996 tar- 
get of 7.6 billion shekels. 

Meanwhile, analysts said 
that the rift created between 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and Finance Minister Meri- 
dor over capital market 
reform has cast doubts on 
the government's ability to 
pass economic measures. 

“If this is how the govern- 
ment makes decisions it is a 
major blow to its already 
damaged prestige and calls 
into doubt its ability to push 
through important econom- 
ic measures, notably the 
1997 budget,” Pincbas Lan- 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Legendary 
lawman 

5 Volcanic rocks 
10 Serene 

14 Naturalist John 

15 Upright 

16 Purview 

17 Fairly 

1 9 Sch. orgs. 

20 Actress Sharon 

21 Vessels for 
boiling 

23 Cagney's Oscar 
role 

25 Victim of whale 
obsession 

26 Layer 
29 Fictional 

plantation 
31 Punch 

34 Not quite right 

35 Part of G.B.S. 

37 — Vista, NM 
39 Liveliness 

41 Manifests 

43 Crept 

44 Wait 

46 Eye sore: var. 

47 Brain wave rec. 

48 — comer 
50 Obliterated 
52 Furthermore 
54 Ventured 

56 Olive stutters 
59 Fefber and St. 
Vincent Millay 

63 Norse 
equivalent of 
Zeus 

64 Embodiment of 
a tingle 

66 Roll-top 

67 Monsters 

68 PA port 

69 Tennis divisions 

70 Endures 

71 Spanish lady 

DOWN 

1 Large flightless 
birds 

2 Family circle 
member 

3 Part of RNA 

4 Main 

5 Miserables’ 

6 Betel nut source 
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by Frederick T. Buhler 


7 Hindu system of 
philosophy 

8 Legal rights gp. 

9 Like a groove 
cutter 

10 "Ifs A Wonderful 
Life" director 

11 Statues, e.g. 

12 Tilt 

13 Gather 

18 A very long time 

22 Abu — 

24 Melange 

26 Become 
ineffective 

27 Winged 

28 One of the 
faithful? 

30 Inspired with 
reverence ■ 

32 Keep — on . . 

33 Founded 

36 Goddess of 

youth 

38 Removed a 
burden 

40 Stop 

42 Swerve 
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45 Sheltered 
49 Nomadic Asian 
tribesman 
51 Offshore ridge 
53 Couples’ — 
workplace 
55 Positive attribute 


56 Seed vessels 

57 — fixe 

58 Roman garb 

60 Famous fiddler 

61 A — American 

62 Mets’ milieu 
65 Curve 


dau, senior columnist in the 
Globes economic daily told 
Reuters. “Meridor ought to 
resign." 

The government envis- 
ages a 4.9 billion shekel 
<51.54 billion) cut, equal to 
3.2 per cent of originally 
planned spending, in the 
1997 budget to be submit- 
ted to parliament at the end 
of the month. 

The provisional budget 
for 1996 is 172.8 billion 
shekels. 

The proposal has aroused 
widespread opposition as 
critics say the cuts, includ- 
ing the raising of public 
transport prices and a 
reduction in child 
allowances, will hit low- 
income families hardest. 

In the early hours of Mon- 
day morning Israel's cabi- 
net adopted only in part the 
finance ministry's proposal 
for capital market reform, 
postponing a decision on a 
politically-sensitive tax on 
savings of less than 10 
years' maturity, which was 
a key component of the 
reform. 

The capital market 
reforms are aimed at divert- 
ing short-term savings into 
long-term alternatives and 
to stimulate capital mar- 
kets. Opponents of the tax 
say it is unwise to tax sav- 
ings when national savings 
are falling. 
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US Dollar 

. 

1.5396 

0.6321 

1.2667 

112^7 

1.3535 

1529.30 

1.7274 

5.2040 

i-VADEl^rfcAN 

: a.6495 


' 0.4106 

0.8223 

72.91 

0-8786 

992.60 

t jl 21 6 

3.3783 

CB Stcrlling 

1.5820 


- 

2.0034 

177.66 

2.1412 

2419.66 

2.7331 

8.2338 

CH'-Franc 1 • ■ 

0.7895 

'121.47 

0.4983 

•- 

88.61 

1.0679 

1206.55 

136.38 

4.1057 

JP Yen 

0.0089 

1.3707 

0.5625 

1.1276 

- 

1.2050 

13.62 

153.79 

4.6332 

V "CA Dollar-.- • 

0.7388 

1.1299 

0.4675 

0.9257 

1.21 

- 

1125.29 

1.2680 

3.8263 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

1.0062 

0.4127 

0.0827 

1364.44 

0.8842 

- 

11.28 

3.3995 

Guilder' •' 

0.5789 

89.11 

0.3655 

73.31 

64-94 

0.7831 

884.81 

- 

3.0109 

FR Franc 

0.1922 

0.2959 

0.1214 

24.3324 

21.55 

0.2600 

33.19 

33.1900 
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Mid-East Currencies 


Brent 

Bfgi 

25.40 

25J35 


SA Rival 

0.2667 

0.4107 

mm 

0.16852 

0.33793 

29.95 

w/T«as 

: 25.30' 

25.45 ' 


AE Dirham 

0.2724 

0.41959 

0.17216 

0.34522 

30.5969 

Bony 

25.40 

25.35 


KW Dinar 

3.3344 

5.13611 

2.10748 

4.22654 

374.532 

Dubai ' 

22.32 

22.00 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.08497 

1.67645 

3.36134 

297.974 

ULGas 

227.00 

227.00 


CY Pound 

2.1297 

3.2B04 

1.3454 

2.6973 

239.068 


Metal Prices 
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Cold (oz's) 

381.1 

381.6 

• Silver (oi-sj 

5.02 

JM 

Platinum fax’s) 

385 

386 

AL(3 Months) 

/1360- 

; 1361 

CU (3 Months) 

1957 

1958 

Zinc pMqnths) 

•'102* ■ 

.•1022.. 

Lead (3 Months) 

748 

751 

Months)' 

.7120- 

» 7130 • 


pm 

|| 

DBI 

peg 

■Ea 

n 

USD 

5.23 

5.35 

S-50 

5.53 

5.67 

GBP. 

5.78 

5.84 

5.95 

.5.90 ■ 

. 6.31. 

JPY 

0.34 

0.35 

0.38 

0.50 

0.48 

DEM 

3.00 

. 3-02 

3.02 

■ 3.10 

3.09 

FRF 

3.37 

3.46 

3.53 

3.56 

3.60 

CHF 

148 . 

1.55- 

1.55 

1.43* 

' 1.60 

1TL 

8.15 

7.96 

7.75 

7.56 

7.43 


Main Equity Indicics 
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tffli 


mm 



NcwYork 

DOW JONES 

6016.71 

6.71 

0.11 

6044.29 

6000.31 

6010 

Neuyorfcv " 

" S&P500 

702J9 

43.95 

-0.14 

708.07. 

701.56 

703.54 

London 

FT-SE100 

4050.8 

12.1 

0J 

4063.2 

4043.4 

4038.7 


. . NDvKTE'225 - , % 

V f 21420.93 • ‘ 

400.68 

1.91 ■ 

21428.9 

21094.5 

21028.3 

Paris 

CAC 40 

2168.28 

24.66 

1.15 

2176.45 

2151J4 

2143.62 

^Frankfort a.* 

i-Wfitore::* 

...» 2728.45 

/MJ 7" 

\1jb. - ; 

2728.64 

2711.22 

2693.88 
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Coffee (c/lbs) 

122J5 

Spot 


... SAA S.t * W ■ . . 

-.V , « Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

331.5 

Spot 


;;; >';■ :159 

■ ;,1 Spur 

Soya (c/lbs) 

21.32 

Spot 




Bariev (S/bsh) 

2.52 

Spot 



> -Spot >r- 




mu 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

.GB Stcrlling- - 

1.11*5 

1-1231 

DE Mark 

0462 

04643 

. CH'Franc 

0.5627 

0.5655 ' 

FR Franc 

0.1364 

0.1371 

' : s 

WKl*- 

.0.6352 

NL Guiltier 

04116 

04139 

f.‘t ■ ITLira •«"’ 

'0:464:. 

04663' 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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GOING TO 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 16,1996 

| By Tnomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righser Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 io 
! April 19) Put any new 
1 ideas to work today which 
help you to become more 
efficient in your routine 
career activities. Later 
this evening will be fine 
for you to discuss a new 
project which has been 
given. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21 ) You wish to look 
more up-to-date today 
and you should see your 
barber or beautician and 
( stylist. Use wisdom and 
i instincts in dealing with 
| difficult situations this 
I evening and make the 
best of any adversity. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Study how to 
improve your home today 
so that everything 
becomes more ideal and 
functional there. Later 
this evening you con meet 
with close friends and 
have a good time out on 
the town for recreational 
activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
t June 22 to July 21) You 
get a fine idea today how 
best to improve outside 
routine tasks which 
brings regular income to 
your residence. Tonight 
you can have a romantic 
time with your mate and 
spend some quality tune 
with him or her. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a good day 
today to study your status 
where practical affairs are 
concerned. Check do 
insure bills ore paid and 
that you have enough 
money to cover all of your 
financial obligations for 
the days ahead. 

.VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan today 
how to improve your per- 
sonal life and physical 
well-being and become 
more successful and 

peaceful. . Later this 

evening will be good for 
seeing clo#' 'friends and 
go to recreational activi- 
ties for some fun. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This is a 
good day today to handle 
matters you have delayed 
for sometime and soon 
they are behind you. 
Tonight you can go out on 
the town with your mate 
and have a wonderful 
time together and make 
this speciaL 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) Today is 
a good day to contact 
those persons you have 
not seen in a long-time 
and strengthen the rela- 
tionships. You can have a 
good time this evening 
with close friends at 
recreational activities 
which you have not doite 
before. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) An early start in 
the outside world today 
can gain you the business 
and personal favours yoa 
need to be successful: 
This evening can be fine, 
if you are careful while on 
the highway and do not 
get into any difficult situ- 
ations. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
have to further study into' 
a new plan of action "today 
before you can mate a 
work successfully. Later 
this evening can be fun 
for your loved ones if you 
participate in recreational 
activities which everyone 
will enjoy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February 19) Be' 
more concerned today 
with the business side of 
life and forget about 
being so gregarious fora 
while. Later this evening 
can be enjoyable, for fel- 
low associates if yon are 
willing to put extra effort 
into your career activities. 
PISCES: (Febmary.20 to 
March 20) Sit down. to 
long conversations whh 
fellow associates and 
cement better relations, 
through long discussi<ap&- : 
Rid yourself of fificticsfc 
with your, mate andj 
tonight can be enjojafife 
for you both in the days" 
ahead. . - •- 


Births tone of October:] 
i Opal — Tourmaline. 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special io the Ionian Times 

AMMAN ■ — The first 
exclusively Israeli-owned 
hotel is slated to open its 
doors in Aqaba by 1 999. in 
the framework of a master 
plan to boost tourism in 
Jordan's Red Sea resort 
town, officials told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

They said the project 
was presented by David 
Lewis, an Israeli citizen 
who also holds a British 
passport and is the owner 
of six hotels in Israel’s Red 
Sea port city of Eilat, adja- 
cent to Aqaba. Establish- 
ment of the new hotel \v;. 
approved by the Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA) 


Israeli-owned hotel to go up in Aqaba 


as pan of die implementa- 
tion of the first phase of 
the Aqaba South Coast 
Tourism Development 
Plan launched by Jordan at 
the 1995 Amman econom- 
ic summit. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Times on 
Monday. ARA President 
Fayez Khasawneh said 
“the new hotel is going to 
be owned 100 per” cent by 
David Lewis.” and added 
that foreign investment in 
tourism is coming to Jor- 
dan "as a result of the 
peace process." 

Dr. Khasawneh said Mr. 
Lewis' is one of four new 
hotels which are going to 
be built on Aqaba's south 
coast bv 1999. "if (the 
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review of news from the Arabic press 
” MEW.W.V. r&i.. 


Law limiting foreign equity 
in firms seen restricting flow 
of investments to Jordan 


** THE OPPORTUNITIES for foreign investments in 
Jordanian companies are limited because the firms that 
are of interesr to foreign investors have no or little 
room to accommodate non- Jordanian equity, a senior 
banker has said. 

Ziyad AI Basha, the executive manager in charge of 
securities at the British Bank in Amman, indicated that 
foreign capital at large public shareholding companies 
was already high and that foreign investors, eyeing a 
stake in these particular companies, are not allowed" to 
exceed the 50 per cent limit which the Jordanian law 
imposes on foreign investment. 

Noting that foreign ownership in the Arab Bank Ltd. 
is 57.7 per cent and that the percentages stand at 50 per 
cent at the Islamic Bank. 48,2 per cent at the Housing 
Bank and 41.6 per cent at the Arab Potash Company. 
Mr. Al Basha stressed that foreign investors could not 
pump large funds through buying shares of companies 
they saw as most rewarding. 

The banker excluded only two large firms where for- 
eign investment was low and foreign investors could 
buy shares in large amounts and still be within the limit 
set by the law. He specified the firms to be the phos- 
phate company and the cement company where foreign 
equity stands at 20.02 per cent and 7.6 per cent respec- 
tively. 

Mr. A! Basha pointed out that most of the shares of 
the attractive major companies could not be traded 
because they were owned by investment funds and gov- 
ernment entities such as the Social Security Corpora- 
tion and the Jordan Investment Corporation in addition 
to the provident funds of the companies themselves. 

According to the senior British Bank employee, only 
$25 million of foreign investments entered Jordan this 
year. The largest portion of $20 million were invest- 
ments for U.S. investment funds while the rest were 
from Swiss. French. Saudi and Kuwaiti investment 
funds. The banker said that based on the 1FC 
(International Financial Corporation! index. Jordan 
should be receiving SI 50 million, or 0.3 per cent of the 
$50 billion of capital funds that flow to 28 emerging 
markets across Asia, eastern Europe, Africa and Latin 
America (Al Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. By Glasbergen 



He makes 50 excuses for not 
doing it, then I make 50 excuses.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortSnary words. 


ALLEG 


ITS ^ 

L > ^ v 
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OiMIM ** smak 

CANTE 




WEKERS 


tttI 
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I worrier if she ewer tails 
1 



dLSi 


HOW 5HE F6L-T 
WEARING HER 
NEW HIGH HEEL-5. 


K1ALLA ■ _ 

~rrrm . . 

- — . rrnrr m cmq 

(Answers tomorrow) 


'fes»rday*s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbteS ABASH TASTY PAYING ENMITY 
iJSSS" The computer recipe turned out to be a - 

TASTY BYTE 


contractors) stay on sched- 
ule with the projects.” 

The four new" hotels on 
the south beach ore going 
to have a minimum capac- 
ity of 250 bedrooms each 
and will provide Aqaba 
with at least 1.000 extra 
rooms. 

The development of 
Aqaba's iouth coast has 
been one of the main tar- 
gets of ARA's master plan 
for the tourism sector at 
the 1995 Amman econom- 
ic summit, but investors 
have not . shown the 
expected keeness in the 
projects, officials and 
observers noted. 

"The approval of the 
projects for the construc- 
tion t of the four new hotels 
on die south beach! was 
the result of a long 
process.” Dr. Khasawneh 
said, adding that ARA for- 
warded over 100 project 
proposals but received 
only seven offers, “four of 
which were judged solid 
enough.” 


While, apart from Mr. 
Lewis, foreign investors 
. have not fully met ARA's 
high expectations, local 
investors spare no criti- 
cism over the development 
plan and accuse the 
authority of "not taking 
into consideration the 
local people's needs.” 

A local investor in one of 
the four new hotels to be 
built on the south beach. 
William Sawalha. pointed 
out that the plan envisages 
the construction of the 
hotels and the laying of a 
pedestrian path only a few 
metres away from the 
beach. 

On a beach as limited in 
length as Aqaba's (12 kilo- 
metres). "where are the 
locals going to sit?” won- 
dered Mr. Sawalha. who is 
stoning an “at least JD10 
million” five-star hotel 
project on the south beach. 

Pointing out that the 
locals will not be able to 
afford many of the new 
tourism facilities to be 


developed in Aqaba, Mr. 
Sawalha added that "the 
(new) hotels should have 
been located closer to (he 
mountains (and away from 
the shore).” 

He also said that "plans 
for the development of the 
south coast area date back 
to more than 10 years 
aao.” 


Alongside the four new 
hotels, ARA is also negoti- 
ating agreements for* the 
construction of two SI 20 
million golf courses with a 
joint venture between 
local and foreign investors. 
Dr. Khasawneh said. 

Declining to reveal the 
names of the participants 
in the joint venture. Dr. 


Khasawneh stressed iliai 
“nothing has been signed 
yet" and added that the 
"two 18-hole world class 
championship golf courses 
will be accompanied by 
415 luxurious suites." 

The total cost of the pro- 
ject. (golf courses, suites 
and oiher tourism facili- 
ties) should near S25U mil- 


lion. he said. Tlte two soil* 
courses were j I reads par! 
ot ARA > Aqaba South 
Coast Tounsm Develop- 
ment Master Plan as it was 
presented at the 1995 
Amman summit, and con- 
struction works were sup- 
posed to start >n 19 «jo. the 
text of the si iu( h oi*u* 1 
master plan s:i> s. 
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DA JAM 

JEWELLERS 


^■'Gems of the world . All blrthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


’ Am ra Hotel Shops ' 
6th circle, Amman i 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quatityi in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film it 
our sbop and get:- 


JUMBO phot* 
30% larger 


• Frmm 

rnmnt 20 x 30 €m 

Shmesani -* Opp. Grindlay* 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


NO 1 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
A xVILLAS 

N 

I 

g SERVICES 


■ BYBLOS ■ 

829882-829883 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 



Jjbal Amman - Rainbow Str. 

Tel: 625407 

Amman - Jordan ^ 





REAL CSTATC 


FOR 
1 RENT 

| ■' Deluxe Villas 


I ^ Deluxe Villas 

■> Appaiiments 
i n A m m a n 


IS 

For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


'*** ***■ 


OILVmPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMB ASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1 985 

( SPECIAL PRICES A 
IFOR LONGTERM . STAVj 




S FOR YOUR 
| Advertisement 1 

iilT* 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone -(079) 29339 


li FOR YOUR fl 
1 Advertisement i 


Hapin< Da^s : 

"Patisscue 
Soup* & SaleuU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Uthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CFOWT1 MOTEL 


■ INDOOR HEHTEO 
SWIMMING POOL, 

- sminr , anruzzic 

D MBSSRGE 

FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS & SQURSH , 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 

RADIO & TU STATION RO.I 



UNTA OIK 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tei. mm 


v. V ’ : . V.V ’ S W’Kwrt' Y i-A 

1 

r Jordan Xm 


S Times 111 
% Call tel: w 

tis aaa u 



J 667171 ext. 223 g 



AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 





fm ■ i 

Offices foM8flUft»excellaDt csAatiecayw ' 

Areas fl#, 250,450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1377 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
DinnarT7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 

Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


ItFORYOURjl 

1 Advertisement fr 

Times IS 

j# CafB teS: 

l 667171 exf. 223 














loSports 

Ajax and Rangers limp 
into European battle 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Ajax Amsterdam and 
Glasgow Rangers are both 
plagued by injuries as they 
prepare for Wednesday 
night’s European 

Champions' League clash in 
Ajax's futuristic new stadi- 
um, the .Arena. 

Ajax coach Louis Van 
Gaal, who last week 
announced be would quit 
the club at the end of the 
season, has been without 
some of his best players all 
season, and has seen his 
side falter both at home and 
in Europe. 

Captain Danny Blind and 
Peter Hoekstra are out long- 
term and Richard Witschge 
is only now beginning to 
recover from injury. 

Both key strikers Patrick 
Kluivert and Finn Jari 
Litmanen are reported to be 
back doing light training 
with the squad 

Litmanen. the club's most 
prolific scorer in European 
competition with 19 goals, 
may play on Wednesday but 
Kluivert still nursing a 
knee ligament injury, is 
unlikely to appear. 

Rangers, reeling from a 
shock 2-1 defeat at the 
hands of Hibernian at the 
weekend are similarly 
depleted. 

Walter's Smith’s side are 
short of attackers in particu- 


lar, with Dutch striker Perer 
Van Vossen stretchered off 
at the weekend adding one 
more to a lengthy injuiy list. 
He is now doubtful to play 
against his former club. 

Already out are Stephen 
Wright, Alan Mclaren. 
David Robertson, Trevor 
Stephen. Ally McCoist and 
Goirion Durie, while Stuart 
McCall and Charlie Miller 
missed Saturday’s game. 

Danish stiker Erik Bo 
Anderson is struggling to 
recover from a hamstring 
injury. 

Van Vossen, who left Ajax 
16 months ago. was back 
training with his old club 
last week on a trip back to 
the “They are still an 
impressive side despite all 
the injury problems,” he 
said. “They always play the 
same way and with the 
same system no matter what 
players come and go." 

Smith was also cautious 
about writing Ajax off. 

*T don’t think they are in 
total turmoil as some people 
might be suggesting,” he 
said. “They have injury 
problems and the Bosnian 
ruling affected them during 
the summer. 

“There hasn't been a bet- 
ter team in Europe over the 
past three or four years. 1 
don't think, but the squad 
has now undergone a bit of 


Norwegian spills beans on 
Turkish delight 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
Ronny Johnsen knows bet- 
ter than anyone about the 
Turkish love of blood and 
glory. 

The Norwegian defender 
has given his new 
Manchester United team- 
mates a valuable insight 
into the philosophy behind 
the latest.. Champions’ 
League welcome they can 
expect in Istanbul on 
Wednesday against 

Fenerbahce. 

“They have a lot of rituals 
and superstitions.” said the 
27-year-old Norwegian who 
spent a year with Besiktas. 
the city's ‘third’ team. 

“I was shocked when I 
was first introduced to the 
fans because they brought 
out a sheep, cut its head off 
and then smeared the blood 
over my forehead. 

“There are always a lot of 
guns about the place and it 
can be truly intimidating. 
The atmosphere in 
Fenerbahce ’s ground will 
be just like Galatasaray — 
but it’s not half as bad as 
Trabzonspor. 

That’s really fierce. 

“They take the game seri- 
ously, it’s the only thing 
they care about and they • 
don't like losing. 

“But the Turks really do 
love good football, they can 
be good company and I 
enjoyed it out here for a 
year. Sometimes you don’t 
realise that they do things a 
bit tongue in cheek.” 

But England defender 
Gary Pallister still does not 
know whether his last wel- 
come to Istanbul was a joke 
— or a warning. 

“It was a cracker. I was a 
few yards behind the rest of 
die squad going into the 
hotel and I caught the eye of 
one of the porters inside the 
lobby. 

■ U I nodded at him as if to 
say ‘alright?* and he just 
drew his finger across his 
throat. I thought, ‘oh no, 
they've even infiltrated the 
hotel.” 

United’s ill-starred history 
with the Turks is well-docu- 
mented from 1993 and goal- 
keeper Peter Schmeichels 
clash with a young 



Youri Mulder of Germany's SchaJUke 04 (L) and 
Istanbul's Osman Oezkoeylu duel for the ball daring 
tbelr second round UEFA Cup match, October 15 
(Renters photo) 


Kurdish protester at Old 
Trafford. to the police baton 
assault on Eric Cantona and 
Bryan Robson and deporta- 
tion of 143 United fans. 

But when United returned 
the following year there was 
just plenty of noisy postur- 
ing but no trouble and 
United Manager Alex 
Ferguson insisted: “We’ll 
have no problems this 
time.” 

That was borne out by 
their trouble-free arrival last 
night: no hordes of scream- 
ing fans and banners of 
hate, just polite baggage 
handlers and star-struck 
media. 

But it will be loud, ener- 
getic and colourful in the 
Fenerbahce stadium, with 
flares, drums and riot police 
combining for an exotic 
atmosphere in this city 
where east meets west. 

Pallister. LTnited’s big 
doubt with a recurrence of 
his back problem, said: 
'There is one of two ways 
to react. 

“You either let it intimi- 
date you or you can laugh at 
it like we did last time. They 
are just trying to intimidate 
you, put you off your game. 

“1 think Peter Schmeichel 
had upset them in the first 
game, stoked up the fires a 
bit. 

“It was a unique experi- 
ence, it took everyone by 


surprise. But once you get 
on the pitch you have to for- 
get about all of that. 

“We are expecting the 
same this time. The experi- 
ence of playing there twice 
will stand us in good stead” 

Pallister will be given all 
the rest be needs and 
Ferguson promised: “We 
have to be careful because 
we had trouble with his 
back last year and we don't 
want to exacerbate it. 

“But you want all your 
experienced players for this 
one because they are a good 
side and will fancy them- 
selves at home.” 

United, who also have 
doubts over Paul Scholes 
and Jordi Cruyff, know that 
■ a third 0-0 or better, will 
keep them on track to reach 
the lucrative later knock-out 
stages and confound the 
cynics who wrote them off 
after their opening defeat to 
Juventus in Turin. 

“People made a lot out of . | 
the fact that we didn’t qual- 
ify against the turks the first 
time (going out on the away 
goal rule after a 3-3 Old 
Trafford result). 

“But the second game was 
a good result for us and we 
thrashed them in the return 
at Old Trafford. We've got 
enough material to go and 
get another good result this 
time.’’ 


Packers edge 49ers 
in over-time 


change which is inevitable.” 

Injuries have been only 
half the Ajax story this sea- 
son with the core of the old 
squad decimated by trans- 
fers. 

Nigerians Nwankwo 
Kanu and Finidi George, 
midfield Dynamo Edgar 
Davids and defender 
Michael Reiziger have all 
been tempted to Italy and 
Spain leaving gaps that 
have been hard to fill. 

The result has been a 
dearth of goals — Ajax 
have scored just 10 in 10 
league games, leaving them 
in sixth place. 

In Europe Ajax have con- 
tinued to struggle, losing at 
home to Grasshopper 
Zurich in their Iasr 
Champions’ League match. 

Rangers have made a bet- 
ter start on the domestic 
front and currently top the 
Scottish premier division. 
Their weekend defeat by 
Hibs was their first league 
loss. 

But their Champions' 
League campaign has start- 
ed with defeats to both 
Grasshopper Zurich and 
Auxerrc. result which leave 
them bottom of Group A. 


GREEN BAY, Wisconsin 
(AFP) — Chris Jacke 
kicked the longest over- 
time field goal in National 
Football League history, a 
53-yard effort here 
Monday that gave Green 
Bay a 23-20 triumph over 
San Francisco. 

Jacke’s fifth and longest 
field goal of the game 
came three minutes and 41 
seconds into over-time 
and lifted the Packers to 6- 
1 with a victory over the 
49ers in a showdown 
matchup of two expected 
Super Bowl contenders. 

The 49ers led 17-6 at 
half-time but were shut 
down in the second half 
until Marquez Pope inter- 
cepted a Brett Favre pass 
to set up a Jeff Wilkins 28- 
yard field goal. That put 
San Francisco ahead 20- 
17 with 2:17 to play. 

Green Bay responded 
with a 69-yard march in 
94 seconds to set up 
Jacke's 31 -yard field goal 
with eight seconds 
remaining to force over- 
time. His earlier kicks 
were from 30, 25 and 35 
yards. 

Jacke has made 17 of 26 
field goal attempts from 
50 yards or longer, the 
second-best percentage of 
such kicks in American 
football history. 


Top seed Ivanisevic 
cruises to 1 st round win 


OSTRAVA. Czech 

Republic (R) — Top Seed 
Goran Ivanisevic cruised to 
a 7-6 6-4 win over 

Romania’s Adrian Voinea in 
the first round of the Czech 
Indoor Open on Monday. 

In the only other match 
involving a seeded player 
on . the opening day, 
Britain's Tim - Henman ■ 
overpowered Sweden’s 
Nicklas Kulti 7-6 6-4. 

Both players took advan- 
tage of the fast carpet court, 
blasting service winner 
after service winner to 
demoralise their opponents. 


Ivanisevic, ranked fifth in 
the world, started slowly 
against world number 42 
Voinea. before pulling away 
in the middle of the tie 
break and never looked 
back. 

Ivanisevic’s is scheduled 
to play the winner of the 
■match between Czech Petr 
Korda and Ecuardor's 
Nicolas Lapentti and could 
also have to get past third 
seed Boris Becker and 
eighth seeded Czech 
Bohdan Ulihrach it he is to 
reach Sunday’s final. 


Muster describes Davis 
Cup report as nonsense 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Austrian Thomas Muster said on 
Tuesday he would stop playing Davis Cup if the 
International Tennis Federation (TTF) did nothing to con- 
trol unruly crowds. 

Describing as “nonsense" the referee's report from last 
month’s controversial tie between hosts Bran] and Austria, 
the world number three said he would be willing to quit 
Davis Cup tennis. 

Muster walked off the court in protest during a doubles 
match against the Brazilians after claiming some local fans 
spat, abused him and threw missiles at him. 

Brazil were awarded the tie and Muster was Fined eight 
thousand dollars by a Davis Cup panel. 

“If we continue to support countries whose crowds 
behave like this, sooner or later somebody is going to get 
injured,” said Muster, in Hong Kong for the invitational 
tennis tournament that started on tuesday. 

“But it's not going to be me because I would not be inter- 
ested in playing Davis Cup again. 

The Davis Cup panel decided after an investigation that 
security arrangements in Brazil were adequate. 

Muster is due to face South Africa’s Neville Godwin, 
who was Boris Beker’s opponent at Wimbledon when the 
German suffered his wrist injury this year, in his opening 
group match of the $700,000 tournament Wednesday. 

He said that, at the moment, he was w illin g to play for 
Austria in next year's Davis Cup tournament. 

The first day’s play also threw up the first upset with 
world number four and French Open champion Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov losing 4-6, 6-4, 4-6 to Australia’s Patrick Rafter 
in a red group match. 

Kafelnikov only arrived in Hong Kong less than 12 hours 
before the match started after a long flight from Europe. 

Godwin’s hopes of qualifying for the semi-finals rests 
with his match against Muster after he was beaten 6-2, 6-3 
by Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman in the gold group. 

The winners of each of the four three-man groups, 
advance to the semi-finals. 

Zimbabwe's Byron Black made a positive start to the 
tournament with a 6-3, 6-4 victory over his doubles partner. 
Grant Connell, of Canada. ^ 

Top seed Pete Sampras, the U.S. Open champion, faces 
Connell in his opening silver group match on Wednesday 
as he attempts to win here for the second successive year. 
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Green Bay's Don beebe 
caught 11 passes for a 
career-high 220 yards, the 
third-best total in Packer 
history. 

Favre threw a club- 
record 61 passes, complet- 
ing 28 for 395 yards 
despite a first-play injury 
to the right knee of his 
favorite receiver, Robert 
Brooks. 

Elvis Grbac. starting at 
quarterback for San 
Francisco in place of 
injured Steve Young, 
threw a seven-yard touch- 
down to Jerry Rice to put 
the 49ers ahead 10-6 with 
2:20 to play before half- 
time. 

San Francisco defender 
Dana Stubblefield inter- 
cepted a Favre pass and 
returned it 15 yards to 
Green Bay’s 28-yard line 
to set up a 13-yard Grbac- 
to-rice touchdown toss 23 
seconds before half-time. 

Rice's scoring recep- 
tions extended his NFL- 
record career touchdown 
total to 161. 

The 49ers, 4-2, fell into a 
share of their division lead 
with Carolina. They next 
play at home Sunday 
against Cincinnati. Green 
Bay is idle. 



Alberto Tomba 


Tomba may skip opening 
world cup races 


ROME < R) — Alberto 
Tomba. returning to a 
favourite theme, was quot- 
ed on Tuesday as saying 
that the Alpine skiing 
world cup circuit should be 
scrapped. 

Italian newspapers also 
quoted the world and 
Olympic champion as sav- 
ing that he would skip the 
season's opening race in 
’Austria and might also 
decide against travelling to 
the United States but would 
decide nearer the date. 

“I have always said chat 
the classics, the world 
championships and the 
Olympics were enough,” 
the daily Gazzetra Dello 
Sport quoied Tomba as 


telling reporters at an 
awards ceremony in the 
northern town of Bidla on 
Monday. 

Tomba. who said earlier 
this year that he had con- 
sidered retiring after win- 
ning two gold medals at the 
Sierra Nevada world cham- 
pionships in February has 
changed his training sched- 
ule and reduced his work- 
load this season. 

“I will decide later 
whether to start the season 
in the United States or at 
Madonna Di Campiglio.” 
said Tomba. who has 
already committed himself 
to competing in the 1997 
world championships in the 
Italian resort of Sestriere. 


“1 have done half as much 
training on snow as last 
year so I may delay my 
start as a result. 1 will do 
some trials at the end of the 
month to see how the 
motor is working.” he said 

“At the moment I should 
be about ready: I am proba- 
bly faster but a bit less 
powerful and I have to see 
how my stamina shapes 
up.” the Italian triple 
Olympic gold medallist 
said. 

The season starts in 
Solden. Austria on October 
26-27 and then moves to 
Park City. Utah on 
November 21. Madonna Di 
Campiglio hosts a race on 
December 1 7. 
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Atlanta Braves outfielder Marquis Grissom slides safelv into third base as the ball 
gets away from St. Louis Cardinals Gary Gaetti (L) in the third Inning or game five 
of the National League championship series at Busch Stadium. Atlanta defeated St. 
Louis 14-0 (Reuters photo) 

Braves clobber Cardinals 14-0 


ST. LOUIS (R) — The Atlanta Braves 
fought off elimination with a venge nee 
Monday, clobbering the St. Louis Cardinals 
14-0 Monday to cut the Cards’ lead to 3-2 
in the best-of-seven-games National 
League championship series. 

Chipper Jones and Jeff Blauser drove in 
|. two runs each in a five-run first inning, and 
John Smoltz won his third post-season 
game. 

The outburst in the first inning “was a 
good feeling." said Braves' second" baseman 
Marke Lemke, who had four hits in the 
game. “We wanted to come out and get the 
crowd out of the game and we did. 

The defending World Series champion 
Braves wasted no time serving notice thev 
will not go quietiy. It took them four butters 
to score three runs and two innings to open 
a 7-0 lead. 

“Everything happened so fast the game 
wasnt even, frustrating," said Cardinals' 
third baseman Gary Gaetti. “I don't think it 
mattered what we did. They just kicked our 


butts. 

Although the Cardinals sriU lead the 
series, they must win in Atlanta to face the 
New York Yankees in the World Series, 
which begin Saturday. 

The Braves have won eight of their last 
nine post-season games at home. 

Now that we re going back on our turfj — 
maybe the pressure will switch over to ’* ' 
them." said the Braves' Ryan Klesko. ‘‘Our 
natural ability finally came through. We 
really cut loose tonight. It wasnt just one 
guy. It was everybody" 

St. Louis is the only team in Major- 
League history to twice blow a 3-1 lead in 
the post-season. The Cardinals did it in the 
1V6S world series against Detroit and the 
*. . wor ld series against Kansas City. No 
National League team has ever rallied from 
a 3-1 deficit in the NLCS. 

Jones had two hits and three RBI. 
Marquis Grissom had three hits and scored 
twice, and Javy Lopez and Mark Lemke 
both tied the NLCS record with four hits. 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 
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Emilio Estevez 


& Dennis Leary ... in 



Jb'b) 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 l 

J 
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TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 
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CINEMA 


TEL677420 


CONCORD 


¥ 


CONCORD ”1” 

Demi Moore 
& Gary Oldman ... in 


A 


THE SCARLET LETTER 

Show s: 12:30, 3 :30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

FRENCH KISS at 6:30 p.m 
HEAT at 3:30 & 8:45 p.m 


Ammoun Theatre & Cineaaa 
\ TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians; 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 





Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Tennis federation aims at creating 
broad base for game in Kingdom 



By RouFan Nahhas 

Special tv the Jurdati Times 

AMMAN — President of the Jordan Ten- 
nis Federation (JTF) Abdullah Khalil 
Monday announced his federation's new 
P^ aD j J f? r c °min 2 four years and said 
the JTF aims at creating a broad base, tor 
the game of tennis in Jordan. 

"Our goal is to give all tennis players 
all the support they need." Mr. Khalil 
said. 

At a press conference. Mr. Khalil said 
that JTF plans to make tennis a more 
popular game in the Kingdom . 

u We are planning to make tennis more 
popular by holding more championship* 
on the local scene while taking pan in 
championships abroad." he added. 

Mr. Khalil said that JTF was working 
towards a wider approach in the south 
especially Aqaba city. 

He added that "talks were underway to 
hire a coach from abroad to crain nation- 
al teams." 


The JTF president said his federation 
hoped to find new. promising players in 
the upcoming championship which starts 
on Oct. 17. 

The Jordan Open Tennis Tournament 
sponsored by AC Delco. has brought 
together 70 players in the men's singles 
tournament and 25 ladies in the ladies 
singles. 

It is by this tournament that the JTF 
hopes new champions will be sported 
who may someday successfully represent 
Jordan on the international level. 

Like every sports federation in Jordan, 
what the the JTF mainly lacks is financial 
support . 

"We highly appreciate AC Delco for 
sponsoring the tournament and hope to 
find more companies who will help us,” 
Mr. Khalil said 

Mr. Khalil pointed out that JTF would 
be looking towards achieving results. 

“We will do our utmost to get positive 
results and nothing else,” he noted. 
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Coventry 
cash for 
big Ron 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Coventry' manager Ron 
Atkinson has been told 
more money is available to 
strengthen the side in the 
battle to move out of the 
Premiership relegation 
zone. 

Atkinson has already 
spent IS million pounds 
since taking over at High- 
field Road 20 months ago 
k but chairman Bryan 

* Richardson has given the 
go ahead for him to move 
back into the transfer mar- 
ket. 

Richardson is aware of 
the potential financial loss- 
es which would run into 
millions of pounds if city 
were to be relegated and 
then failed to regain their 
top flight status at the first 

at ^Sardsen^Said; “We are - 
under no financial pressure 
and if we have to invest 
more money into the team, 
then there is no problem. 

“It’s not a question of. 
‘we’ve spent all we can 
and now we’ve got to 
make the best of it.' If we 
think we can improve the 
squad again — which I’m . 
\ sure we can — then we 

• will do it. 

“If Ron wants to buy 
someone else, the money is 
available. You can’t be 
fairer than that.” 

However. Richardson 
does have faith in the cur- 
rent squad assembled by 
Atkinson in terms of 
climbing the table. 

He said: “I think we are 
playing well and I think we 
must have done something 
wrong like kicking the cat 
because we are having no . 
luck at the moment. 

"I am bappy with the 
way the team is performing ! 
and can’t fault the commit- i 
ment and effort. We just 
need to get a goal in the 
first few minutes of a game 
and that will settle things 
down and then everyone 
relaxes and can play.” 


Vogts hopes to have 
Crocodile ready for Irish 


KARLSRUHE (AFP) — 
Beni Vogts hopes to line up 
Souih African-born Sean 
"Crocodile" Dundee 
against Northern Ireland in 
a World Cup qualifying 
match in November. 

The German national 
coach talked Dundee out of 
accepting an international 
call-up for South Africa last 
December and has since 
been keeping his shoulder 
against the administrative 
door to hurry through his 
naturalisation forms. 

Dundee, 23. scored 16 
goals for Karlsruhe last 
season after joining them 
from third division iDitzin- 
aen for 250.00(1 marks 
(SI 65.000). 

The boy from Bayview 
Durban, who has lived in 
Germany for four years, is 
the Bundesliga's leading 
scorer this season with nine 
in 10 league games, plus 
four in the cup and Europe. . 

Karlsruhe "captain' 

Thomas Hassler is full of 
praise. 

“He’s like a grenade with 
the dip off. He’ll be play- 
ing for Germany soon,’’ 
said the international mid- 
fielder. 

Vogts, who coached Ger- 
many to the European 
Championship, said he had 
been promoting Dundee's 


case since the beginning of 
the year. 

He had asked the German 
government to speed it up 
in May so he could have 
played in Euro ‘96. but the 
government refused. 

“1 hope that his naturali- 
sation will be dealt with 
swiftly as I am keeping the 
door open so I can name 
him in the squad for the 
match with Northern Ire- 
land in November," Vogts 
said. 

Franz Beckenbauer, the 
first man to play and man- 
age a World Cup-winning 
side, has no doubts about 
Dundee. 

“He might not have been 
known before but he’s a 
must for any club now,” 
said Germany’s former 
coach who is now president 
of Bayern Munich. 

Karlsruhe coach Wiafried 
Schaefer hopes to have put 
off .^^dkinj 

talking Dundee into sign- 
ing a new contract keeping 
him at Karlsruhe tlH 2003.” 

“He’s a phenomenal scor- 
er," Schaefer said. 

German national captain 
Jurgen Klinsmann agreed. 

“He’d be welcomed into 
the side with open arms,” 
said the Bayern Munich 
star. 


Davis Gup hero 
Steeb to retire 


MUNICH (AFP) — Carl- 
Uwe Steeb who became a 
national hero in 1988 when 
he defeated Sweden’s 
world number one Mats 
Wilander to give Germany 
its first ever Davis Cup title 
announced Tuesday he is to 
retire. 

Steeb. 29 and winner of 
three singles titles, has suf- 
fered from a series of 
injuries which has led to 
him falling to 95 in the 
rankings after reaching a 
high of 14 in January 1990. 

His victorv over Wilander 


though will rank as his 
finest achievement, coming 
from two sets down and a 
fanatical home Swedish 
crowd to win 8-10. 1-6, 6- 
2. 6-4, 8-6 in Gothenburg. 

Steeb. who has won over 
$2.3 million in prize 
money, will take his bow at 
the Stuttgart indoor tourna- 
ment next week after the 
organiser Ion Tiriac, for- 
merly Boris Becker’s men- 
tor. arranged a wild card 
entry for him. 


Courageous 
Sunderland 
share points 


LONDON (AFP) — Sun- 
derland, reduced to ten 
men after Richard Ord 
was shown the red card 
early in the second-half, 
staged a courageous fight- 
back to earn a 2-2 draw 
against Middlesbrough in 
the wear-tees Derby at 
Roker Park Monday 
night. 

Fabrizio Ravanelli 
scored his eleventh goal 
of the season to put Boro 
into a 2-1 lead eight min- 
utes after the interval, and 
the odds on Sunderland 
slavaging a share of the 
points looked slim when 
Ord was sent off five min- 
utes later for stamping on 
Nick Barmby. 

The home side kept 
fighting, however, and 
they were rewarded when 
substitute Craig Russell 
scored a 61 st-minute 

equaliser. 

Brazilian Emerson had 
given Boro an 18 th- 
minute lead with a spec- 
tacular 25-yard shot and 
Alex Rae had equalised 
from the penalty spot four 
minutes later after Phil 
Whelan fouled Paul Stew- 
art. 

Sunderland have now 
had three players sent off 
in their last two games. 

Martin Scott and Paul 
Stewart were ordered off 
in the last game at Arse- 
nal. 

Boro boss Bryan Rob- 
son welcomed skipper 
Nigel Pearson back from 
a knee injury and, with 
Steve Vickers and Robbie 
Mustoe fit again after toe 
and shoulder injuries, the 
Teessiders were at ‘full 
strength. 


Formula One rattled by 
Indy intruder Villeneuve 


SUZUKA (AFP) — 
Jacques Villeneuve may 
have lost his battle with 
Damon Hill at the Japanese 
Grand Prix but the daring 
French-Canadian driver is 
set to make a longstanding 
impact on Formula One. 

A rear wheel flew off VII- 
leneuve’s car during Sun- 
day's race ending his chal- 
lenge for the drivers’ title, 
which went to race winner 
Hill at the season closing 
race. 

But having won the title. 
Hill is now yesterday’s 
man and 25 -year-old Vil- 
leneuve is the WilJianis- 
Renault driver of the 
future. 

Hill has been dumped by 
Williams while Villeneuve. 
the 1995 Indycar champi- 
on, will be staying. Bui 
even the British champion, 
who has moved to TWR 
.Arrows under something 
of a shadow, admits Vil- 
leneuve has a bright future 
ahead. 

“Jacques has been 
absolutely an outstanding 
newcomer to the champi- 
onship.” said Hill. “I’m 
certain that Jacques is a 
future world champion.” 

Villeneuve has insisted 
on his own way of setting 
up his car and aggressively 
duelled with other drivers 
in a style learned on the 
high-speed oval tracks of 
U-S. Indycar racing. 

He won four Grands 
Prix, a record for an FI 
rookie, and produced many 
thrilling moments. 

Villeneuve made a 
sparkling FI debut by 
clinching pole position and 
leading Hill until five laps 
to go in the Australian 
Grand Prix won by Hill. 

He won his first race at 
the Nurburgring in April 
when he beat 1994 and 



Jacques Villeneuve 

1995 world champion and 
Ferrari ace Michael Schu- 
macher of Germany at the 
European Grand Prix. 

The Canadian anthem 
was played for the first 
time since his late father, 
Gilles Villeneuve, won in 
Spain in 19SI in a Ferrari. 

At the Portuguese Grand 
Prix in September. Vil- 
leneuve junior passed 
Schumacher in a heart - 
stopping move on the out- 
side of the final bend as 
they jostled to pass a back- 
marker. 

Helped by what fans 
fondly call an “indy pass”, 
the Canadian won the 
penultimate race and nar- 
rowed Hill’s rankings lead 
to nine points. 

But everything went 
wrong on the twisty figure- 
of-eight Suzuka track. He 
made a bad start and 
though he fought back into 
contention swerved off 
after his wheel on the 37th 


Asia-Pacific could get 
top club tournament 


SYDNEY (R^— The lead- 
ing clubs of Asia, Oceania 
and the United States could 
compete in a new club 
championship from 1997. 
an Australian newspaper 
said Tuesday. 

The Sydney Morning 
Herald said plans for an 
annual eight-team competi- 
tion had been backed by 
Peter Velappan, the power- 
ful general secretary of the 
Asian Football Confedera- 
tion. 

"We have now in princi- 
ple accepted the organisa- 
tion of the tournament in 
1997.” Velappan was quot- 
ed as saying. 

The Asian Pacific . Cup 
would initially feature the 
Australian club champions 
and runners-up, the New 
Zealand champions. U.S. 
Major League soccer cham- 
pionship game winners and 
the four Asian club champi- 
ons tournament semifinal- 
ists. the Herald said. 


"For a long time in Asia, 
at least, we have tended to 
concentrate on national 
teams and now clubs 
should take over the promi- 
nent role in development 
and we are giving them 
more opportunity to play 
teams from other conti- 
nents," Velappan said. 

Sydney, Hong Kong and 
Kuala Lumpur head a list of 
possible host cities for the 
inaugural tournament in 
February or July next year, 
with the clubs sharing a $5 
million (U.S. S3.9 million) 
prize money, the Herald 
said. 

The proposed tournament 
would be underwritten by 
an Australian consortium 


which intends to sell broad- 
cast rights to pay television. 

Oceania Football Confed- 
eration general secretary 
Josephine King said her 
organisation, whose mem- 
bers include Australia. New 
Zealand and South Pacific 
Nations, supported the con- 
cept. 

"We are putting it to a 
meeting of member coun- 
tries on October 19 but we 
think there will be absolute- 
ly no problem. Asia have 
agreed, we’re happy — it’s 
good for Oceania,” King 
told the Herald. 

Soccer Australia, which 
has yet to support the pro- 
posal, said it intended to 
gather more information. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished penthouse deluxe roof with open 
terraces overlooking Amman. 3 bedrooms (one 
master). 3 bathrooms, large salons, modem kitchen, 
with central heating, telephone, lift, satellite, parking, 
fireplace. j 

Please call: 678501 after 2:00 p.m. I 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HI OS CM 


WELL READ! 
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Both vulnerable. Souih deoR 
NORTH 

*3 

?Q1086 
v A 10 3 
*09842 

WEST EAST 

*52 *1084 

<?AK74 3 TJ52 

O 8 7 6 v K Q J 4 

A J 105 * K 76 

SOUTH 
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' 9 52 
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TVie bidding - , .... 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
l4» Pass INT Pass 

■u Pae« P*8* p ““ 

Opening lend: Kins’ of ? 

Running a long 10 ^°. rei : a 
player to come down to a particular 
holding it an effective wetae- How- 
ever, sometimes you will 
to guem the end position, especially 
ir the defenders arc udept at de- 
nuding , 

Note Norths decision to respond 
one no irump rather then two 
rlubfi The singleton tfl partners 
suit is o liability, and no value 
should he assigned w it Tor purpos- 
es of responding. As ihe cards 
three no trump is unbeatable. Bui 


we ciui’l blame South, looKing ai * 
solid severv-enrd suit including 100 
honors, for selecting the suit game 
rather than no trump aa the fmaJ 

contract. . 

West led the king of hearts and 
East showed an odd number tor fol- 
lowing with the lowest card avail- 
able. At iriefe two 'Vest shifted io 
the eight of diamonds, and declarer 
node a pood play by ducking in 
jummy and allowing East to win 
;hv jack. The continuation of the 
ting was taken by the are, where- 
after South run seven spades, 
reducing everybody in three cards. 
Ea*t discarded two hearts and two 
clubs while West parted with four 
hearts and a dinmond. 

Declarer had already lost two 
tricks, and was in danger of still 
having to concede a trick m each 
minor. Only an undplay or dropping 
the sjnRloion king of club* would 
save the dav. Since East was known 
from the piay to bold the queen of 
diamonds, the defender would ha ve 
to haw the king of clubs as well for 

the endpluy U> work. 

Rui what was East;. Inst cura. 
There was no way for South t* 
know whether it was 3 club or a 
dinmond. South mentally und a 
cnin. i hen cashed the ace or clubs. 
When the king came tumbling 
down, the gome rolle d home - 


FOR RENT 

Three furnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 
Two unfurnished apartments of 3 bedrooms each. 
C.H. & telephones 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden, 
t Tel: 642351 - 667862 


VACANCY FOR 
TRANSLATOR/CLERK 

A foreign establishment is seeking a 
qualified candidate for the position of 
TRANSLATOR/CLERK. 

Required qualifications: 

1) Excellent ability in Arabic-English and 
English-Arabic translation. 

2) Excellent command of type writing in 
English and Arabic. 

3) A minimum of 5-year experience in 
translator / clerk work. 

Please send curriculum vitae and your 
telephone number to; 

P.O.Box 2835 - Amman 11181 

(Attention to IQ) 

Not later than November 15, 1996 
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Gifts Centre Introduces 
CHAMPS-ELYSEES from GUERLAIN I 

THE GIFTS Centres represented by Ibrahim & Khalld Abu 
Shaqra Trading Co., one of the leading companies in this 
field, introduced to the Jordanian market a new fragrance 
from GUERLAIN. 

On this occasion a press conference was held at Gifts 
Centre - Abdoun in which Mr. Mohammed Suliawan the 
General Manager of Gifts Centre presented the new 
fragrance CHAMPS - ELYSEES from GUERLAIN. 

The "world's most beautiful avenue "(as it is often called) 
provides the setting and name fro Gueriairis new perfume. 
Aimed at young, elegant women who display a certain 
insolence towards life, the fragrance is presented in a 
bottle designed by Robert Granai, with a bright pink of the 
fragrance, and the result is a lyrical- ballad down the 
Champs-Elysees to the tune of-Francois Truffaut's Jutes 
etJim. 


lap. 

He said: “I am happy 
because when I come to FI 
everyone was telling me 
you couldn’t overtake and 
FI wasn’t fun. It is not 
true. I have had fun this 
year and learnt a Iol” 

Villeneuve is determined 
to assert his own ideas for 
the high-tech Williams car. 

He wanted a different 
suspension strength on the 
left and right of the car so 
he could step up the throt- 
tle while braking. 

Villeneuve's car has a 
band dutch and two ped- 
als, while Hill had three 
pedals and a left-foot 
dutch. That enabled Vil- 
leneuve to make an explo- 
sive start to races. 

"The car was getting bet- 
ter each race." said Vil- 
leneuve who drove some 
10.000 kilometers in pre- 
season practice, despite his 
dislike for testing. "The 
season has been very posi- 


tive we have been able to 
fight all season until the 
last race." 

His driving has been 
called rather conservative 
when compared with the 
passionate style of his 
father who died in a crash 
during practice ,\t the Bel- 
gian Grand Prix in 1982. 

Villenueve senior 

stunned fans by sliding his 
car into chicanes and test- 
ing the grip of his car to the 
limit. 

His son is certain to make 
up for the poor FI record 
of other Indycar converts 
such as Michael Andreotti. 

And, he could well 
become world champion in 
fewer years than those 
required for other super- 
stars. Michael Schumacher 
needed four years after his 
FI debur to clinch the title 
and late Brazilian legend 
Ayrton Senna took five. 


Van Gobbel , 

• • i'll 

to leave Galatasaray 

ISTANBUL ( AFP) — Dutch international defender Ulrich 
Van Gobbel is to leave Turkish Cup winners Galatasaray it 
was announced Tuesday. 

“We have terminated his contract and he will return to the 
Netherlands Wednesday," a Galatasaray spokesman said. 

Van Gobbel, 25, was originally in the squad to play Cup 
Winners Cup holders Paris Saint Germain Thursday, but 
Galatasaray have signed two Romanians Adrian Ilie and 
Sebastian Filipescu from Steaua Bucharest — who join 
their international captain Georghe Hagi. 

Turkish football authorities stipulate that there can only 
be three foreign players playing in a team. 

According to the Turkish press Van Gobbel, formerly at 
Feyenoord, is likely to join English Premiership side 
Southampton, whose manager Graeme Souness left 
Galatasaray at the end of last season. 

Souness coached the 10 time League champions, to their 
1 996 Cup success against arch rivals and champions Fener- 
bahee. but a new board wanted to instal the Turkish nation- 
al coach Fatih Terini and Souness was let go. 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Water & Irrigation 
Jordan Valley Authority 

Invitation of Tender - No. 11/96 
For The Water Management 

Information System j 

1- The Jordan Valley Authority of the Hashemite I 
Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan from the 
Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufban (KFW) for the 
upgrading of the water management information 
system (WMIS) and the full automation of the King 
Abdullah Canal. 

2. The Jordan Valley Authority now invites sealed 
bids from eligible bidders for the supply and 
installation of computers, and the migration and 
operation of the^WMIS) software. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information from the Jordan Valley Authority. 

P.O. Box 2269 

Telephone 962-6-689400 

Fax 962-6-689916 

■i 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be 
purchased by any eligible bidder from the Tenders 
Directorate of JVA against a payment of a non- 
refundable fee of JD100. 

5. Time Schedule: 

- Purchase of Tender documents start as of Thursday 
morning Oct. 17, 1996 until 3 O'clock p.m., Tuesday, 
Oct. 29. 1996. 

- Site visit will be made on Wednesday Oct. 30, 1996. 

- Tenders accompanied by a bid security of JD 
| equivalent to 5 per cent of the Bid Price should be 
submitted to the secretary of Tenders Committee of 
the JVA not later than 12 noon local time 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 1996 at the first floor of the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation/Shemesani. 

Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 
■ Dr. Dureid Mahasneh 


serv3! |0 £ J , 5 ; 
,25155 - 5 ^- 
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Lull on Afghan front as 
rival factions regroup 


KABUL (Agencies) — A 
relative calm prevailed on 
the battlefronts between 
forces of the Taleban militia 
and of the ousted govern- 
ment as both sides 
mobilised forces at.l 
planned strategy in what 
could be a decisive batti. 
for the capital. Kabul. 

Pakistan is set to become 
the first country to recog- 
nise the new TaJeban 
administration in Kabul, a 
top Taleban official said. 

Senior commanders of 
former Afghan Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood and Uzbek warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum met 
to coordinate their strategy 
against the Taleban. 

The commanders — 
Abdul Bhir Salanghi for Mr. 
Masood and General Abdul 
Majid Ruzi for Gen. 
Dostum — met on a blanket 
laid alongside the road out- 
side Jabai os-Siraj. 90 kilo- 
metres north of Taleban- 
occupied Kabul, under the 
watchful eyes of body- 
guards. 

w Just a few hours earlier an 
unknown aircraft, presum- 
ably flying in support of the 
TaJeban. had dropped two 
bombs, missing the town 
less than a kilometre away 
and hitting a nearby moun- 
tain. 

Pakistan's Interior 

Minister Nasrullah Babaar. 
often accused of heavily 
supporting the Taleban. was 
in Kabul on Tuesday. 

Mr. Babaar also travelled 
to nonhem Mazar-e -Sharif 
to meet Gen. Dostum, 
believed to be the only other 


major force left in 
Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan's deposed 
government has accused 
Pakistan of backing the 
Taleban with money, 
weapons and military train- 
ing, a charge Islamabad has 
denied. 

There were no public 
statements following the 
meetings. 

Gen. Dostum, an ethnic 
Uzbek, is trying to convene 
an all-party summit in 
northern Afghanistan, but 
so far the Taleban has 
refused to attend. 

In Kabul the hardline 
Taleban rulers were pre- 
venting residents and 
reporters from travelling 
north of the capital, where 
they battled guerrilla-style 
attacks with heavy 
machineguns and rocket 
launchers. 

■'Our forces are orderly 
and positioned in defensive 
positions." said Taleban 
Information Minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi. ‘‘We can 
defend against any attack by 
the enemy." 

The few travellers who 
walked into Kabul from vil- 
lages to the north said there 
was fighting on the northern 
road, but the Taleban still 
controlled the important 
military air base at 
Baghram. about 50 kilome- 
tres away. 

Since being routed from 
Kabul by invading Taleban 
soldiers, troops loyal to Mr. 
Masood have been waging 
an effective guerrilla-type 
war north of the capital. 
They have been hitting 


Taleban soldiers simultane- 
ously at several places 
along the northern road, 
cutting their defence lines 
and trapping hundreds of 
Taleban soldiers, say trav- 
ellers arriving in the capital. 

Most of the new arrivals 
in Kabul arrive by foot, 
many of them walking for 
hours to reach the city. 

In Pakistan, a Taleban 
spokesman said reinforce- 
ments were being sent to the 
Afghan capital from else- 
where in Afghanistan. 

Mullah Bid Mohammed 
Wahadyar said 4.000 
Taleban fighters from 
throughout the country 
would arrive in the capital 
in the next two days when a 
counter attack would be 
launched against former 
government soldiers. 

Amir Ali, who operates a 
rickety wooden tea house in 
north KabuL said Taleban 
soldiers have been moving 
heavy equipment and sol- 
diers to the frontline. 

“'What is left in 
Afghanistan except death 
and bombs and killing.'’ he 
said. *'We have nothing left- 
Even God has forgotten 
us." 

On Monday in northern 
Afghanistan. Gen. Dostum 
recognised the government 
of President Burhannudin 
Rabbani, but Mr. Muttaqi 
said it's a mistake. 

“The alliance between 
Rabbani and Dostum will 
not solve our problems," 
said Mr. Muttaqi. ‘’They are 
the enemies of our nation... 

(Continued on page 7) 



Aides help Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat fix his headdress which Dew off as His 
Majesty King Hussein's helicopter took off from Jericho after the King’s visit to 
the Palestinian self-rule town on Ibesday (photo by Yousef Allan i 


Gulf war 
committee 
says hopes 
for funds 
set back 

GENEVA (R) — The U.N. 
reparations fund for the 
Gulf war will have 
approved roughly S7 bil- 
lion in awards~io claimants 
by the end of 1996. but 
lacks funds to make pay- 
ments to victims before 
then, its executive secretary 
said on Tuesday. 

Carlos Alzamora. execu- 
tive secretary of the United 
Nations Compensation 
Commission, blamed the 
latest funding crisis on the 
delay in implementing the 
oil-for-food accord with 
Iraq. 

But he expected the elu- 
sive deal to go ahead in 
December. 

“I presume maybe some- 
time in December. That has 
been the forecast." he told 
reporters, making clear it 
was a U.N. timetable. 

Mr. Alzamora said he 
was trying to avoid the 
cash-strapped commission 
running out of cash next 
April, possibly through a 
bridging loan from major 
Western donor countries. 

Mr. Alzamora. a 70-year- 
old former Peruvian diplo- 
mat. also told reporters that 
he was retiring by year- 
end. 

Asked whether the fund 
would be able to pay out 
awards to claimants this 

(Continued on pager 7l 


Peres says Netanyahu doomed to 
fail to achieve peace with Arabs 


Israel rules out role for France 
as a mediator in peace process 


PARIS (AFP) — Israeli 
former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said in an 
interview published here 
Tuesday that his right wing 
successor was engaged in a 
policy which had “no 
chance" of succeeding. 

Mr. Peres told the conser- 
vative daily Le Figaro that 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's government 
“is engaged in a policy 
which is wrong and has not 
the slightest chance of suc- 
ceeding." 

He said Mr. Netanyahu 
had made “several basic 
mistakes" 

“Firstly, the idea that we 
can have peace for nothing: 
I know from experience 
that you never get anything 
for nothing." 

“Likewise, the theory that 
we can have security before 
peace; in my opinion, the 
opposite is true. Only 
peace can bring security. It 
is absurd to demand one 
without offering the other." 

Mr. Peres who recently 


NAIROBI lAFPt — Somalia’s 
three leading warlords 
declared a ceasefire Tuesday 
after their first facc-to-face 
talks in Nairobi mediated by 
Kenyan President Daniel Arap 
Moi. 

Hussein Mohammed Aidced. 
Ali Mahdi Mohamed and 
Osman Hassan Ali “Ato" 
declared in a joint commu- 
nique a "cessation of hostilities 
... with immediate effect." 

The statement issued by 
State House after the week- 
long talks agreed that they 
would allow free movement of 
people in Mogadishu, the 
divided capital. 

They would also remove all 
roadblocks leading from one 
region to another, halt “media 
propaganda." and facilitate 
delivery of humanitarian aid. it 
said. 

They pledged to continue 
dialogue, and urged Mr. Moi to 
continue his mediation. 

All three warlords control 
part of the war-battered capital, 
with their territories delineated 
by “green lines" which only 
some can cross. 

Mr. Aidced. 34. a former 
U.S. marine, took over leader- 
ship of his faction after the 
death in August of his father. 


met Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, criticised Mr. 
Netanyahu for believing 
that a “permanent solution 
for the Palestinian territo- 
ries" was a form of “gener- 
ous autonomy." 

“Autonomy is a stage not 
a lasting solution. I don’t 
believe the Palestinians see 
the accords we concluded 
is an act of generosity," Mr. 
Peres told the paper. 

Asked what role France 
might play in the negotia- 
tions between Israelis and 
Palestinians, he said that 
“even if it offers no imme- 
diate interest, its presence 
is welcome." But he added: 
“The negotiations are a 
one-to-one affair and there 
is no point in having third 
parties there to twist your 
arm.” 

Israelis pessimistic 

Last month’s violence on 
the west bank and Gaza 
Strip has left Israelis 
increasingly pessimistic 


General Mohammed Farah 
Aideed, who died from 
wounds received in a 
Mogadishu battle. 

Mr. Ato was General 
Aideed 's financier, supporting 
him in his battles against U.S. 
and U.N. troops, but split with 
him early last year and, formed 
his own faction. 

The U.S. and U.N. troops 
arrived to halt looting of food, 
going to victi ms of a disas- 
trous famine and to end 
Somalia's clan wars. 

The U.S. troops pulled out in 
March 1994 after American 
television viewers saw images 
of the bodies of U.S. troops 
being dragged through the 
streets of Mogadishu. 

The “Blue Helmets” made an 
ignominious retreat a year later 
after a failed manhunt for 
General Aideed. launched after 
his militiamen killed 24 
Pakistani peacekeepers. 

Both Mr. Hussein Aideed 
and Mr. Ali Mahdi style them- 
scl\es “interim president" of 
Somalia, which has been with- 
out □ recognised government 
since the overthrow of dictator 
Mohamed Siad Barre in 1991 
following a bloody civil war 
which gave way to dan- fight- 
ing. 


about the prospects for 
peace, according to an 
opinion poll released 
Tuesday. 

Only 31 per cent of the 
500 Israelis polled by Tel 
Aviv University said they 
believed in the likelihood of 
achieving peace with the 
Arabs while 47 per cent 
said it was unlikely and 22 
per cent were undecided. 

In August, prior to the 
bloody clashes between 
Israelis and Palestinians, 45 
per cent of those polled said 
achieving peace was possi- 
ble while 34 per cent said it 
was unlikely. 

In the latest survey, 41 per 
cent of those polled said the 
Oslo autonomy accords 
with the Palestinians would 
not lead to peace while 34 
per cent disagreed. The 
remainder did not express 
an opinion. 

The poll, with a margin of 
error of four percent, was 
conducted in early October, 
soon after the Israeli- 
PaJestinian clashes. 


Abundance 
forces Egypt 
to divert 
Nile water 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
for the first rime Tuesday 
diverted excess Nile water 
to the western desert from 
Lake Nasser, which has 
reached its maximum level, 
as part of efforts to increase 
irrigated land. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
attended an official cere- 
mony to inaugurate the 
Touchka Canal, 250 kilo- 
metres south of the 
Aswan High Dam, the 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA reported. 

The canal was built in a 
way to enable the automat- 
ic diversion of excess 
waters after Lake Nasser 
has reached its maximum 
level of 178 metres, said 
Aswan High Dam 
Authority Chairman Mina 
iskandar. 

'That level was reached 
on Oct. 7 and kept rising 
but the water was held 
back by a sand dam to 
enable President Mubarak 
to attend this historic 
event," Mr. Iskandar told 
AFP. 


Russia to 
make new 
proposals 
to promote 
peace talks 

CAIRO fAFP) — Russia 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov will put forward 
new ideas to spur on the 
Middle East peace process 
when he visits the region 
later this month, a Russian 
envoy said Tuesday. 

Mr. Primakov “will bring 
new ideas and proposals to 
promote the peace 
process," said his deputy 
Victor Posuvalyuk during a 
stopover in Cairo on his 
way to Saudi Arabia. 

“The ideas and proposals 
he will discuss will be any- 
thing but routine or hack- 
neyed. especially since the 
minister has a deep under- 
standing" and knowledge 
of the region, Mr. 
Posuvalyuk said. 

Mr. Primakov was Cairo 
correspondent for Pravda 
newspaper in the 1970s 
before becoming president 
of the Russian institute for 
oriental studies. 

The foreign miniver will 
arrive in Cairo on Oct. 30 
as part of his week-long 
tour, which will also take 
him to Israel, the Gaza 
Strip. Syria and Lebanon. 

Russia and the United 
States are the joint spon- 
sors of the Middle East 
peace process which was 
launched at the Madrid 
peace conference in 1991. 

However. Moscow has 
taken a back seat to 
Washington and was not 
represented at an emer- 
gency summit in the U.S. 
■capital on October 1 and 2 
called to salvage the peace 
process after unprecedent- 
ed Israeli-Palestinian clash- 
es. 

Mr. Primakov recently 
called for the resumption of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations 
on the basis of land-for- 
peace. which Israel's right- 
wing government has 
rejected. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac is also to launch a 
six-day tour of the Middle 
East on Saturday. ■ 

Mr. Posuvalyuk said that 
in Saudi Arabia he would 
have discussions with 
Saudi officials on what he 
called important regional 
issues. He again gave no 
details. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
on Tuesday ruled out a 
French role as a go-between 
in its troubled peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians, 
ahead of a regional tour by 
French President Jacques 
Chirac. 

“The United States has 
demonstrated its effective- 
ness in all Arab-Israeli 
negotiations. The participa- 
tion of another partner would 
only complicate things," an 
Israeli official said, asking 
not to be named. 

French envoy Bertrand 
Dufourcq visited Israel on 
Monday as pan of a region- 
al tour aimed at helping the 
Israeli-Palesrinian peace 
talks and preparing for Mr. 
Chirac’s Oct. 19-25 visit to 
the Middle East. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy told Mr. 
Dufourcq that “the two par- 
ties must be left alone to 
negotiate and there is no 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Algeria is to hold a referen- 
dum on amending the con- 
stitution on Nov. 28. 
President Liamine Zeroual 
announced Monday in a 
televised address. 

Amendments to the con- 
stitution will be designed to 
limit the powers of the pres- 
ident in favour of the parlia- 
ment, which will be given a 
second chamber to “give 
more stability to the institu- 
tions of the state." Mr. 
Zeroual said Monday. 

Algerians will also be 
given the opportunity to 
vote on official recognition 
for the country's Berbers, 
who want their language 
and culture put on a par 
with Arab and Islamic tradi- 
tions. 

Mr. Zeroual said the refer- 
endum would also cover the 
creation of a council of state 
to “‘strengthen justice and 
administration,” and the 
introduction of a state high 
court which would be given 
powers to try the president 
"should he no longer be 
worthy of the confidence 
placed in him by the peo- 
ple.” 

"I am committing myself, 
today, before you, to respect 
your sovereign decision.” 


need to come along with 
more suggestions." newspa- 
pers here reported. 

“It would be a shame if a 
third party' intervened in the 
negotiations as that can only 
do harm," Mr. Levy said. 

Mr. Dufourcq also met 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and the U.S. 
Middle East coordinator 
Dennis Ross, who is acting 
as mediator in the Israeli- 
Palestinian talks, on 
Monday. 

Tuesday, the French for- 
eign ministry secretary gen- 
eral was to travel to the West 
Bank to meet Palestinian 
president Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Dufourcq said in 
Egypt on Sunday that France 
was willing to make “sug- 
gestions" if Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations 
stall. 

But Israeli newspapers and 
officials on Tuesday accused 
France of being biased 


Mr. Zeroual said. “Your 
choice will be the substance 
of a move towards the revi- 
sion of laws on the parties 
and on the electoral code, as 
well as legislative and local 
elections." he said. 

Mr. Zeroual also con- 
firmed that general elec- 
tions would be held before 
the middle of next year," 
and local elections "before 
the end" of next year. 

The president last month 
announced the establish- 
ment of a national commis- 
sion. to be chaired by Prime 
Minister Ahmad Ouyahia, 
to organise the referendum 
in the strife-toni country. 

The 700.000 Algerians 
living abroad will also be 
entitled to vote. 

Algeria has been in the 
throes of a savage civil war 
since 1992. pitting the mili- 
tary-backed government 
against insurgents who 
claim to have won parlia- 
mentary elections in 
January of that year. 

The government annulled 
the elections, sparking a 
conflict which has so far 
cost an estimated 50.000 

lives. 

In continuing violence, 
four people were killed and 


toward the Palestinians. 

The daily Haaretz said Mr. 
Chirac had refused to 
address the Israeli parlia- 
ment and the French 
embassy had organised a 
reception for the 
Palestinians but not Israelis 
during his stay. 

"This is a bad sign " the 
Israeli official said. Mr. 
Chirac appears to have 
decided to “relaunch what 
Paris calls France's Arab 
policy at the expense of its 
relations with Israel." he 
said. 

Mr. Chirac is to visit Syria. 
Israel, the Gaza Strip. 
Jordan. Lebanon and Egypt 
during his Middle East tour. 

Israel has already rejected 
European Union (EU) 
involvement in the peace 
talks. after the EU 
announced it would appoint 
a Middle East envoy so it 
could play a greater role in 
the peace process. 


13 others were injured in 
two separate incidents, 
security services said. 

They said three people 
were killed overnight and 
13 injured, two of them 
seriously, when a home- 
made bomb exploded in the 
Lakbdana district southeast 
of the capital. The fourth 
person killed was the busi- 
ness manager of the Arabic 
language weekly AI Sharq 
who was shot while driving 
his car in the capital early 
Tuesday. 

The security services 
communique said Hamoui 
Mokrane. 43. was gunned 
down by a "group of terror- 
ists." the official term used 
for armed extremists who 
have been fighting the mili- 
tary-backed regime since 
1992. 

The AI Sharq magazine 
has one of the biggesfcircu- 
lations in the Algerian press 
and is aimed mainly at a 
female readership. 

Journalists became prime 
targets in 1993. and 54 have 
since been killed, as well as 
another 20 or so people 
working as drivers or in 

other press-related jobs, 
whom the fundamentalists 
accused of “collaborating" 
with the regime. 


3 Somali warlords 
announce ceasefire 


Zeroual announces Nov. 28 
referendum on constitution 



Town votes for dope 
in N. Zealand polls 


WELLINGTON (R) - 
Residents of a tiny New 
Zealand town clearly want 
legal highs, analysis of vot- 
ing in Iasi week's election 
revealed Tuesday. The old 
coal town of Millenon on 
the west coast of the South 
Island was the sole polling 
station to deliver a clear vie- 
tory for New Zealand’s 
Legalise Cannabis Party in 
Saturday’s election. OF the 
3! votes cast. Legalise 
Cannabis got 14. The leftist 
alliance came second with 
nine. But, the ruling conser- 
vative National Party, whidti 
won most seats and 34. 
cent of ihe national vote? . 
failed to notch a single vote. 
“The Legalise Cannabis * 
Party probably wouldn't do 
much for Millerton. bur nei- 
ther would anybody else, 
the town's "unofficiaT 
Mayor Tony Aldridge told 
Radio New Zealand. And 
Millenon may provide help 
with the inconclusive elec- 
tion result. If politicians 
came to Millerton. they 
would be more relaxed and 
squabble less. Mr. Aldridge 
said. Countrywide, the 
Cannabis Party took 1.42 
per cent of the vote, missing 
out on any seats in the new 
parliament. Millerton has 
about SO residents and was 
a stronghold for the left- 
wing Labour Party until the 
mines closed. The town has 
no pub. and about half its 
population is out of work. 

Texas jury 
awards $5.5m 
in TV libel suit 

HOUSTON — A Texas jury 
awarded an unsuccessful 
Houston mayoral candidate 
S5.5 million in damages for 
a 1991 television report that 
he blamed for bis election 
loss. The jury' found that a 
report by KTRK-TV in 
Houston had defamed 
Sylvester Turner, now a 
member of the Texas legis- 
lature. when it linked him to 
an alleged 1986 insurance 
scam in which a former 
client had faked his own 
death. The story came out 
shortly before a hotly con- 
tested mayoral race that Mr. • 
Turner lost to Mayor Bob*’ 
Lanier. Mr. Turner said the 
report was untrue and that it 
turned a tide that had been 
running in his favour. The 
jury, which deliberated fora 
week after listening to a 
month of Testimony, said 
reporter Wayne Dolcefino 
must pay $500,000 of the 
S5.5 million in damages, 
with the station responsible 
for the resL 

Colombia to shame 
bad drivers 


BOGOTA (R) — Under a 
new programme to improve 
traffic safety in downtown 
Bogota, media commercials 
will categorise bad drivers as 
different barnyard a nimals . 
Colombia’s leading daily B 
Tiempo reported Sunday. 
The TV' and radio spots, 
sponsored by the Transit and 
Transport Ministry and 
beginning Thursday, classify * 
the classic road hog as a dri-“ ■. 
ver who ignores all traffic 
signs and goes the wrong 
way down one-way streets. 
Donkeys are typified as 
motorists with little sense of 
direction, who stop in the 
middle of the highway to 
find their way and are sub- 
ject to violent outbursts tf 
pulled over for a traffic vio- 
lation. The title of cow 
reserved mostly for the capi- 
tal's kamikaze bus driver 5 
who follow fixed routes W 


points, leading them ' i 
weave in and out of od* 
vehicles in search of pass® 
gers like their farm counter 
parts looking for a jt! 3 $ 
patch of grass. The st 
campaign shows the 
nightmare of motoring; 
the Colombian cai 
streets, besieged by 
rousing traffic-jams”, 
would-be race car 
and combines col. 
w ’th the appropriate 
noises to shame me 
into being more consider® 





